
A Cultural History of Japanese Buddhism
(Wiley-Blackwell Guides to Buddhism)

By William E. Deal, Brian Ruppert

A Cultural History of Japanese Buddhism (Wiley-Blackwell Guides to
Buddhism) By William E. Deal, Brian Ruppert

A Cultural History of Japanese Buddhism offers a comprehensive, nuanced, and
chronological account of the evolution of Buddhist religion in Japan from the
sixth century to the present day.

Traces each period of Japanese history to reveal the complex and often●

controversial histories of Japanese Buddhists and their unfolding narratives
Examines relevant social, political, and transcultural contexts, and places an●

emphasis on Japanese Buddhist discourses and material culture
Addresses the increasing competition between Buddhist, Shinto, and Neo-●

Confucian world-views through to the mid-nineteenth century
Informed by the most recent research, including the latest Japanese and●

Western scholarship
Illustrates the richness and complexity of Japanese Buddhism as a lived●

religion, offering readers a glimpse into the development of this complex and
often misunderstood tradition
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Editorial Review

Review

“In short, this study is a welcome contribution to the field and will make an excellent textbook for the
classroom.”  (Japanese Journal of Religious Studies, 1 October 2015)

Review

Professors Deal and Ruppert offer a detailed account of the rich diversity of Japanese Buddhist traditions
from the sixth century to the present, paying close attention to social context. This comprehensive volume
draws together the most recent developments in scholarship for each historical period and redresses many of
the gaps in prior overviews. It will serve for years to come as a welcome introduction to students and a
valuable reference for specialists.
Jacqueline Stone, Princeton University

From the Back Cover

A Cultural History of Japanese Buddhism presents a vivid, nuanced, and chronological account of Buddhist
religion in Japan, from its emergence in the sixth century right through to the present day. Authors William
Deal and Brian Ruppert, both experts on Japanese religions, explore each period of Japanese history to reveal
the complex and often controversial histories of Japanese Buddhists and their unfolding narratives. 

Incorporating the most recent Japanese and Western scholarship, the book explores the contexts that made
possible the introduction of Buddhist texts and images in the sixth century; traces their development through
the Nara and early Heian eras; and reveals the increasing influence of Buddhism into the Kamakura Era. It
addresses the increasing competition between Buddhist, Shinto, and Neo-Confucian world-views through to
the mid-19th century, and following Japan's emergence as a world power, explores Buddhist thought and
practice from World War II through to the present day. Offering readers more than a simple historical
review, the authors also reveal the seemingly contradictory ways that Japanese people are able to draw upon
Buddhist ideas to help create a more meaningful world, whilst at the same time justifying multiple and
competing perspectives. With scholarly precision, A Cultural History of Japanese Buddhism offers an
illuminating glimpse into the evolution of a complex and often misunderstood religious tradition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Morgan:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled A Cultural History
of Japanese Buddhism (Wiley-Blackwell Guides to Buddhism)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than



before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

John Harris:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication A Cultural History of Japanese
Buddhism (Wiley-Blackwell Guides to Buddhism) will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make
you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or acceptable book with you?

Clara Palmer:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled A Cultural History of Japanese Buddhism (Wiley-
Blackwell Guides to Buddhism) can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

John Johnson:

The book A Cultural History of Japanese Buddhism (Wiley-Blackwell Guides to Buddhism) has a lot info on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after reading this book.
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