
Historical Dictionary of the Kurds (Historical
Dictionaries of Peoples and Cultures)

By Michael M. Gunter

Historical Dictionary of the Kurds (Historical Dictionaries of Peoples and
Cultures) By Michael M. Gunter

Straddling the mountainous borders where Turkey, Iran, Iraq, and Syria converge
in the Middle East, the 25-30 million Kurds living there constitute the largest
nation in the world without its own independent state. In recent years the Kurdish
problem has become increasingly important in Middle Eastern and even
international politics for two fundamental reasons. First, the wars against Saddam
Hussein in 1991 and 2003 resulted in the creation of a virtually independent
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in a federal Iraq. This KRG has inspired
the Kurds elsewhere to seek cultural, social, and even political autonomy, if not
independence. Second, Turkey's application for admission into the European
Union (EU) also has brought the Kurdish issue to the attention of Europe.

The second edition of Historical Dictionary of the Kurds greatly expands on the
first edition through an updated chronology, an introductory essay, an expanded
bibliography, maps, photos, and over 400 cross-referenced dictionary entries on
significant persons, places, events, institutions, and aspects of culture, society,
economy, and politics. This book is an excellent access point for students,
researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about the history of the Kurds.
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Straddling the mountainous borders where Turkey, Iran, Iraq, and Syria converge in the Middle East, the 25-
30 million Kurds living there constitute the largest nation in the world without its own independent state. In
recent years the Kurdish problem has become increasingly important in Middle Eastern and even
international politics for two fundamental reasons. First, the wars against Saddam Hussein in 1991 and 2003
resulted in the creation of a virtually independent Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in a federal Iraq.
This KRG has inspired the Kurds elsewhere to seek cultural, social, and even political autonomy, if not
independence. Second, Turkey's application for admission into the European Union (EU) also has brought
the Kurdish issue to the attention of Europe.

The second edition of Historical Dictionary of the Kurds greatly expands on the first edition through an
updated chronology, an introductory essay, an expanded bibliography, maps, photos, and over 400 cross-
referenced dictionary entries on significant persons, places, events, institutions, and aspects of culture,
society, economy, and politics. This book is an excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone
wanting to know more about the history of the Kurds.
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Editorial Review

Review
This is a very original and scholarly volume, whose entries are generally exhaustive and with detailed
information. ... the deep and accurate work done in gathering information on the entries of this political
dictionary is to be greatly appreciated, and this volume is also a necessary support for libraries and those
interested in the Near and Middle East. (Oriente Moderno)

A very useful reference work. (Journal of Global South Studies)

A comprehensive dictionary of maps, a chronology, an introductory essay, a dictionary containing several
hundred entries on various aspects of Kurdish experience and an extensive bibliography. (Journal Of South
Asian and Middle Eastern Studies)

The value of this work is its timeliness. The 153 articles and book bibliographic entries are well organized. ...
Anyone interested in the history of politics of the Kurds and the current politics of the Middle East will want
to have [this book] within reach. (Middle East Journal)

Brilliant and committed. ... This work provides good maps and a fantastic bibliography. (American Reference
Books Annual)

Recommended. (CHOICE)

Scattered throughout four countries?Turkey, Iran, Iraq, and Syria?Kurds are one of the world's largest ethnic
groups without an independent country. First published in 2004, this second edition of Historical Dictionary
of the Kurds includes many new, expanded, and revised entries; dated items were deleted. Similar to the
format of the other books in the various Scarecrow Historical Dictionaries series, most of the work comprises
A–Z entries covering history, politics, sociology, geography, and other related topics. In addition, the book
includes maps, a chronology, an introductory essay, and an unannotated topical bibliography. (One quibble:
this series does not include bibliographical references after each entry.) Author Gunter has studied and
written about Kurdish history and society for many years. He is to be commended for both his candor and
rigor: “I have always sought to be as objective as possible without being egregiously politically correct.”
Since the plight of the Kurds in Turkey and Iraq is featured in current Middle East news and inspires
growing interest in their history, this useful and well-researched reference book will undoubtedly inform and
educate readers in academic and large public libraries. (Booklist)

For this update of the 2003 edition, Gunter (Kurds Ascending) has reconsidered each entry and expanded the
book's relaxed and edifying historical narrative to encompass recent events. Multiparagraph entries are
organized alphabetically by terms translated from Kurdish. To orient readers, three maps detail Upper
Kurdistan and postdiaspora pockets of Kurdish majority. A cache of black-and-white photographs at the
book's center offers an enriching glimpse of significant Kurdish sites and figures. And of special value to
researchers is the 90-page, thematically organized bibliography, which rounds out the book. Wonderful
informational background. (Library Journal)

This second edition covers significant historical events, people, and places in Kurdish history from 401 BCE
to early 2010. Gunter (Tennessee Technical Univ., Cookeville), a respected expert, has written numerous



books, book chapters, and journal articles on Kurdish history and politics. Even with its broad historical
scope, covering 2,000-plus years of history, this work does a very good job of presenting both introductory
overviews and detailed information within each entry. The dictionary begins with an acronyms/abbreviations
section that is essential for understanding the work and for studying the subject more broadly. An excellent,
detailed chronology of significant historical events follows. Well worth reading, the introduction provides an
overview of the region, economy, and historical background of the Kurds. Entries are well written and
contain multiple cross-references that are boldfaced for easy identification. The thorough bibliography is
divided into subtopics to assist readers with finding the most appropriate content. Summing Up: Highly
recommended. (CHOICE)

I have not been able to find any other reference book that covers all the material contained here....Academic
libraries catering for programmes on the Middle East or on any of the countries concerned, libraries catering
for readers on the geopolitics of oil, or on international relations in general will find this book worth
considering....The political situation in the Middle East is changing extremely rapidly, and it is worth trying
to keep up with it. (Reference Reviews)

About the Author
Michael M. Gunter is professor of political science at Tennessee Technological University. He also has
been teaching in the summers since 2002 at The International University in Vienna, Austria. He is the author
of a number of scholarly acclaimed books dealing with the Kurds.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tessie Springfield:

Here thing why this particular Historical Dictionary of the Kurds (Historical Dictionaries of Peoples and
Cultures) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in
the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Historical Dictionary of the Kurds
(Historical Dictionaries of Peoples and Cultures) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you
can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Historical Dictionary of the Kurds
(Historical Dictionaries of Peoples and Cultures). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Historical Dictionary of the Kurds (Historical
Dictionaries of Peoples and Cultures) in e-book can be your alternate.

Nona Whitehouse:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Historical Dictionary of the Kurds (Historical
Dictionaries of Peoples and Cultures) book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.



Roger Bennett:

The reserve with title Historical Dictionary of the Kurds (Historical Dictionaries of Peoples and Cultures)
includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This
specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of
the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of
book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so
you can read that anywhere you want.

Everett Barton:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Historical Dictionary of the Kurds
(Historical Dictionaries of Peoples and Cultures), you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What?
Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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