
The Book Of Gold Leaves

By Mirza Waheed

The Book Of Gold Leaves By Mirza Waheed

*Shortlisted for the DSC Prize for South Asian Literature 2016*

Mirza Waheed's extraordinary new novel The Book of Gold Leaves is a
heartbreaking love story set in war-torn Kashmir.

In an ancient house in the city of Srinagar, Faiz paints exquisite Papier Mache
pencil boxes for tourists. Evening is beginning to slip into night when he sets off
for the shrine. There he finds the woman with the long black hair.

Roohi is prostrate before her God. She begs for the boy of her dreams to come
and take her away. Roohi wants a love story.

An age-old tale of love, war, temptation, duty and choice, The Book of Gold
Leaves is a heartbreaking tale of a what might have been, what could have been,
if only.

'I loved it. The voice is lyrical, to match the beauty of Kashmir, and yet it is
tinged with melancholy and grief, as is the story it tells' Nadeem Aslam (on The
Collaborator)

'Waheed's prose burns with the fever of anger and despair; the scenes in the
valley are exceptional, conveying, a hallucinatory living nightmare that has
become an everyday reality for Kashmiris' Metro (on The Collaborator)

Mirza Waheed was born and brought up in Kashmir. His debut novel The
Collaborator was shortlisted for the Guardian First Book Award and the Shakti
Bhat Prize, and longlisted for the Desmond Elliott Prize. It was also book of the
year for The Telegraph, New Statesman, Financial Times, Business Standard and
Telegraph India, among others. Waheed has written for the BBC, The Guardian,
Granta, Al Jazeera English and the New York Times. He lives in London.
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Mirza Waheed's extraordinary new novel The Book of Gold Leaves is a heartbreaking love story set in war-
torn Kashmir.

In an ancient house in the city of Srinagar, Faiz paints exquisite Papier Mache pencil boxes for tourists.
Evening is beginning to slip into night when he sets off for the shrine. There he finds the woman with the
long black hair.

Roohi is prostrate before her God. She begs for the boy of her dreams to come and take her away. Roohi
wants a love story.

An age-old tale of love, war, temptation, duty and choice, The Book of Gold Leaves is a heartbreaking tale of
a what might have been, what could have been, if only.

'I loved it. The voice is lyrical, to match the beauty of Kashmir, and yet it is tinged with melancholy and
grief, as is the story it tells' Nadeem Aslam (on The Collaborator)

'Waheed's prose burns with the fever of anger and despair; the scenes in the valley are exceptional,
conveying, a hallucinatory living nightmare that has become an everyday reality for Kashmiris' Metro (on
The Collaborator)

Mirza Waheed was born and brought up in Kashmir. His debut novel The Collaborator was shortlisted for
the Guardian First Book Award and the Shakti Bhat Prize, and longlisted for the Desmond Elliott Prize. It
was also book of the year for The Telegraph, New Statesman, Financial Times, Business Standard and
Telegraph India, among others. Waheed has written for the BBC, The Guardian, Granta, Al Jazeera English
and the New York Times. He lives in London.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A haunting illustration of how, at the end of last century, normal life became impossible for many of those
who call Kashmir home . . . Waheed's talent lies in the vivid, convincing detail he brings to descriptions of
everyday lives. The careful meshing of domestic intimacy with political events is done deftly, with integrity.
Like his great-grandfather's gold painting, Waheed's work will undoubtedly endure." —Financial Times

"Waheed writes about war with a devastating and unflinching calm, with the melancholy wisdom of
someone attuned to but never hardened by its horrors . . . He has a formidable insight into his large cast of
characters, from the elegant grief-stricken principal of the girls' school taken over by Indian officers to the
spoilt boy-turned-insurgent who betrays his own father." —Guardian

A harrowing tale of love in a time of conflict and change . . . The language in this book is lyrical, indeed
at times it seems to be poetry masquerading as prose. The Book of Gold Leaves is the sort of book one can
read and re-read - and then read again - - News on Sunday

About the Author

Mirza Waheed was born and brought up in Kashmir. His debut novel The Collaborator was shortlisted for
the Guardian First Book Award and the Shakti Bhat Prize, and longlisted for the Desmond Elliott Prize. It
was also book of the year for the Telegraph, New Statesman, Financial Times, Business Standard and
Telegraph India. Waheed has written for the BBC, the Guardian, Granta, Al Jazeera English and The New
York Times.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ward Bishop:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The Book Of Gold Leaves. You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book The Book Of Gold
Leaves. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book
or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's read.

Dawn Hicks:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and



notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Book Of Gold
Leaves book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Norman Fuentes:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Book Of Gold Leaves book is readable through you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of The Book Of Gold Leaves
content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking The Book Of Gold Leaves is
not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Patricia Ackermann:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Book Of Gold Leaves can be the answer,
oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading
in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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