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From legal battles to sit-ins to freedom rides to marches, activists in the United
States rose up against racial discrimination in the civil rights movement. While
many books have focused on the national campaign and prominent leaders such
as Dr. Martin Luther King and Malcolm X, this is the first book to examine the
civil rights movement in the state of Tennessee. Bobby L. Lovett proposes that
African Americans have always had a civil rights movement in Tennessee, even
during slavery. He identifies three phases of the movement in the state—1864 to
1880, 1881 to 1934, and 1935 to the present—and focuses on the last period.
Lovett explores early Jim Crow Tennessee, public school desegregation since
Brown v. Board of Education in 1954, sit-in and public desegregation activities,
politics and civil rights, and the desegregation of higher education. This well-
researched book draws on special collections from libraries across the state,
personal papers, manuscript collections, conversations, observations, books,
scholarly articles, and newspapers. Lovett covers the entire state, but
concentrates on the four major cities: Chattanooga, Knoxville, Memphis, and
Nashville. There are short descriptions of local interest to bring the movement
alive, as well as sketches of main players, federal judges, and more than three
dozen court cases that have affected race and civil rights in Tennessee. African
American and white leaders in the fight for equality in Tennessee are revealed,
and Lovett relates the movement with African Americans’ pursuit of inclusion in
society nationally. Tennesseans who engaged in the struggle included prominent
African American figures such as civil rights attorney Avon Williams of
Nashville and NAACP activist Maxine Smith of Memphis. This book fills a gap
in the historical record of the civil rights movement and is an important addition
to studies of the movement both in Tennessee and in the nation.
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From legal battles to sit-ins to freedom rides to marches, activists in the United States rose up against racial
discrimination in the civil rights movement. While many books have focused on the national campaign and
prominent leaders such as Dr. Martin Luther King and Malcolm X, this is the first book to examine the civil
rights movement in the state of Tennessee. Bobby L. Lovett proposes that African Americans have always
had a civil rights movement in Tennessee, even during slavery. He identifies three phases of the movement
in the state—1864 to 1880, 1881 to 1934, and 1935 to the present—and focuses on the last period. Lovett
explores early Jim Crow Tennessee, public school desegregation since Brown v. Board of Education in 1954,
sit-in and public desegregation activities, politics and civil rights, and the desegregation of higher education.
This well-researched book draws on special collections from libraries across the state, personal papers,
manuscript collections, conversations, observations, books, scholarly articles, and newspapers. Lovett covers
the entire state, but concentrates on the four major cities: Chattanooga, Knoxville, Memphis, and Nashville.
There are short descriptions of local interest to bring the movement alive, as well as sketches of main
players, federal judges, and more than three dozen court cases that have affected race and civil rights in
Tennessee. African American and white leaders in the fight for equality in Tennessee are revealed, and
Lovett relates the movement with African Americans’ pursuit of inclusion in society nationally. Tennesseans
who engaged in the struggle included prominent African American figures such as civil rights attorney Avon
Williams of Nashville and NAACP activist Maxine Smith of Memphis. This book fills a gap in the historical
record of the civil rights movement and is an important addition to studies of the movement both in
Tennessee and in the nation.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Bobby L. Lovett is a professor of history at Tennessee State University. He is the author of The African-
American History of Nashville, Tennessee, 1780–1930: Elites and Dilemmas and a contributor to The
Southern Elite and Social Change: Essays in Honor of Willard B. Gatewood, Jr.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Esther Price:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book eligible The Civil Rights
Movement in Tennessee: A Narrative History? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have different opinion?

Jake Harris:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
The Civil Rights Movement in Tennessee: A Narrative History your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The The Civil Rights Movement in Tennessee: A Narrative
History giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Juan Jensen:

You can find this The Civil Rights Movement in Tennessee: A Narrative History by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.



Mildred Timm:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as
of book The Civil Rights Movement in Tennessee: A Narrative History. You can contribute your knowledge
by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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