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This revised edition of the standard reference work in its field has been expanded
throughout to now provide even more up-to-date information by Craig Keener,
one of the leading New Testament scholars on Jewish, Greek and Roman culture.

To understand and apply the Bible well, you need two crucial sources of
information. One is the Bible itself. The other is an understanding of the cultural
background of the passage you're reading.

Only with the background can you grasp the author's original concerns and
purposes. This unique commentary provides, in verse-by-verse format, the
crucial cultural background you need for responsible--and richer--Bible study. It
includes a glossary of cultural terms and important historical figures, maps and
charts, up-to-date bibliographies, and introductory essays about cultural
background information for each book of the New Testament.

Based on decades of in-depth study, this accessible and bestselling commentary
is valuable for pastors in sermon preparation, for Sunday-school and other church
teachers as they build lessons, for missionaries concerned not to import their own
cultural biases into the Bible, for college and seminary students in classroom
assignments, and for everyday Bible readers seeking to deepen and enhance their
study of Scripture.
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Voted one of Christianity Today's 1995 Books of the Year!

Preaching's Preacher's Guide to the Best Bible Reference for 2014 (New Testament General)

This revised edition of the standard reference work in its field has been expanded throughout to now provide
even more up-to-date information by Craig Keener, one of the leading New Testament scholars on Jewish,
Greek and Roman culture.

To understand and apply the Bible well, you need two crucial sources of information. One is the Bible itself.
The other is an understanding of the cultural background of the passage you're reading.

Only with the background can you grasp the author's original concerns and purposes. This unique
commentary provides, in verse-by-verse format, the crucial cultural background you need for responsible--
and richer--Bible study. It includes a glossary of cultural terms and important historical figures, maps and
charts, up-to-date bibliographies, and introductory essays about cultural background information for each
book of the New Testament.

Based on decades of in-depth study, this accessible and bestselling commentary is valuable for pastors in
sermon preparation, for Sunday-school and other church teachers as they build lessons, for missionaries
concerned not to import their own cultural biases into the Bible, for college and seminary students in
classroom assignments, and for everyday Bible readers seeking to deepen and enhance their study of
Scripture.

The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament By Craig S. Keener Bibliography

Rank: #175082 in eBooks●

Published on: 2014-02-03●

Released on: 2014-02-03●

Format: Kindle eBook●

 Download The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament ...pdf

 Read Online The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testame ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B00HUCOTGM
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B00HUCOTGM
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B00HUCOTGM
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B00HUCOTGM
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B00HUCOTGM
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B00HUCOTGM
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B00HUCOTGM
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B00HUCOTGM


Download and Read Free Online The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament By Craig
S. Keener

Editorial Review

Review
"Keener succeeds in being informative and, this reviewer thinks, more than fair in trying not to impose his
views on the texts. . . . Keener, as he promised, wrote a 'popular' rather than a scholarly book. Keener's
scholarly credentials are strong and his book is a God-send to busy pastors. As already indicated, it is of
great help to Bible students who do not have access to a theological library." (Southwestern Journal of
Theology)

"So far as this reviewer can discern, Keener knows his ancient sources and knows the best recent ideas on
how to interpret them. . . . Teachers, pastors and students of the Bible will find it immensely helpful; I will
probably include it in my next revised list of eight to twelve books recommended for a 'Basic Home
Christian Library.'" (Presbyterion)

"A fine tool for personal Bible study. It analyzes the historical-cultural background of every passage of the
New Testament in clear, non-technical language, making it especially useful for those without expertise in
Greek or ancient history. Unlike a typical commentary, which interprets the meaning of each text, Keener's
book offers insights which enable readers to study individual texts with greater personal involvement and
practical gain. The author, an evangelical Protestant, is remarkably balanced and unbiased in his analysis,
making this quite suitable for Catholic use--a valuable supplement to a good concordance, commentary, and
Bible dictionary." (The Bulletin of Applied Biblical Studies, The Franciscan University of Steubenville)

"An excellent resource for pastors and teachers. The impressive volume contains a verse-by-verse look at
cultural, religious, and social issues that come into play in the New Testament context. This is background
information that most pastors' libraries will not contain, which makes it a vital tool for serious Bible study
and preaching." (The Communicator)

"Whether you preach sermons, teach Sunday school, lead a small group, or read the Bible for personal study,
your understanding of God's word can be deepened and enriched by learning more about the context of each
passage from this valuable book." (PRISM Magazine)

"This is a splendid book to have next to your Bible. . . . A fascinating Bible study resource." (Good News)

"A few hours with this volume will rapidly convince one that Craig Keener . . . is a rising star among
evangelical New Testament scholars. . . . Written simply and clearly, though meticulously researched, this
book will be a valuable acquisition for every thoughtful student, pastor, and teacher who tries to understand
the original setting for any passage in the New Testament. . . . Carefully researched and judiciously written
from an orthodox Christian perspective to provide dependable information without overt theological bias. I
heartily recommend it." (Enrichment)

"This in-depth study is based on ten years of research by Keener. . . . It provides at least some cultural
background for nearly every verse in the New Testament. . . . You need to have it in your theological
library." (A.M.E. Zion Quarterly Review)

"In recent years scholars have provided Bible translations and study helps of various kinds, but one major
resource has been lacking. Where could busy ministers and laypersons go to find the background for 'what



was going on in Bible days'? . . . A resource tool is finally available, providing the background for every
passage in the New Testament. . . . The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament condenses over
ten years of careful research into a resource tool that is at its readers' fingertips. . . . [Keener's] earlier books,
which tackle issues like New Testament teachings on divorce, women's roles, and slavery, are heavily
documented; but The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament is readable and should be
accessible to all students of the Bible. . . . Otherwise unavailable information brings various texts alive."
(The Baptist Informer)

"Uncovers cultural backgrounds and provides historical perspective for nearly every verse in the New
Testament." (The Mennonite)

"Keener has accomplished a monumental task in assimilating a vast amount of primary and secondary
material on first-century Jewish and Greco-Roman culture and making it accessible to nonspecialist readers.
In addition, he displays a wide knowledge of New Testament scholarship (Pauline studies, gospels studies,
etc.). To make this commentary useful to a diverse audience, Keener has minimized theological comments
and emphasized historical, cultural, and social background. The text is clearly written and fairly free of
technical jargon. . . . This volume should be a useful addition to public, academic, and seminary libraries."
(Library Journal)

"A stunning work destined certainly to become a standard resource for study of the New Testament."
(Journal of Psychology and Theology)

"Well-written in a style suitable for both professional students and daily disciples." (World Christian)

"The product of a decade of work, this commentary is indispensable for Bible study. . . . By selectively
providing background information from a variety of primary and secondary sources, Keener admirably
bridges the cultural gaps experienced by modern readers of the Bible. . . . Sermons and lessons will be
greatly enhanced by referencing this excellent resource." (Ministries Today)

"Books are available that give us the cultural, social and historical background of Bible passages, but most
are hidden away in academic libraries. Now Craig Keener . . . provides us with a single volume in a verse-
by-verse format that covers the entire New Testament. Why use a background commentary? With it, we get a
glimpse of the New Testament authors' original concerns and purposes. . . . Keener writes in clear, non-
technical language for the lay person. His commentary is a valuable tool for teachers, small-group leaders,
pastors, missionaries (who are trying not to impose their own cultural biases in their new setting), and all
who enjoy digging deeper in their personal study of God's Word." (Discipleship Journal)

"It is nearly impossible to imagine that one person could have compiled all the information contained within
this volume. But Keener has not simply compiled material; he has mastered it. . . . At every turn of the page,
whose who treasure the Bible will find something new and valuable." (Themelios)

"Keener . . . has done the remarkable. He has produced a work that was genuinely needed but not
envisioned--until now." (Faith and Mission)

"Keener has indeed taken careful aim at an aptly defined target, and his equally careful methodology has
enabled him to hit it dead-center. . . . His purpose is to place at the modern reader's disposal the cultural
background of the Bible, something that the original readers already knew and assumed. . . . Few pages do
not contain some helpful cultural insight into a New Testament passage. . . . Even those already familiar with
New Testament background will profit." (Biblical Archaeologist)



"Specifically designed to meet the needs of pastors and students who have less access to scholarly resources
and less time to mine exegetical details. As such, it is extremely accessible and user friendly, a welcome
addition to the pastor's bookshelf." (Christopher Hall, Eastern University)

"One of the most useful available reference tools for pastors and laypeople alike, and I frequently
recommend it from the pulpit. The reader simply has to look up his comments on a passage to find out, for
example, why it was momentous that the prodigal son received sandals and a ring when he returned to his
father. Although background material is often notoriously slippery and debatable, Keener makes it useful for
students of the Scripture." (Gary Shogren, Biblical Theological Seminary)

"I never study a New Testament passage without consulting this excellent work, and do commend it at every
opportunity! . . . For us 'working communicators' it is often a great shortcut to a quick remembrance of the
background to passages and at other times, truly enlightening." (Todd Hunter, bishop, Anglican Church of
North America)

"Carefully researched yet accessible for the busy pastor or other reader, this commentary puts years of
research at the reader's fingertips, passage by passage, in a single volume." (George O. Wood, general
superintendent of the Assemblies of God)

"A phenomenal work. I know of no other New Testament reference that brings together so much information
and insight into one volume. Keener has gathered a host of background material from a broad range of
ancient and modern sources and put them literally at the preacher's fingertips." (Cheryl Sanders, Howard
University Divinity School)

"The book is a rich and accessible mine of important information and a remarkable accomplishment." (D.
Moody Smith, Duke University Divinity School)

"We can no more ignore the humanness of the writers of the [Bible's] written word than we can discount the
humanity of the living Lord. But their humanness had cultural connotations. . . . It is therefore not only
helpful but also necessary for us to know of their cultures the better to understand the inspired word. The IVP
Bible Background Commentary: New Testament will prove most helpful in this regard." (D. Stuart Briscoe,
pastor and author)

"Every biblical text has cultural assumptions. Like an intriguing archaeological dig, Keener's work surfaces
the cultural and worldview assumptions of the New Testament. This work brings background to the
foreground, so the text's meaning is more accessible to all." (Darrell Bock, Dallas Theological Seminary)

"Here is a book many people have been waiting for. . . . The IVP Bible Background Commentary should
prove to be a truly useful book." (Gordon Fee, Regent College)

"This book will meet a significant need. . . . The discerning reader will detect how well Keener has drawn on
the results of much recent research and presented it in a way that pastors and laypeople will be able to
grasp." (Clinton E. Arnold, Talbot School of Theology)

"Most one-volume, single-author Bible commentaries or study Bibles are erratic in their coverage. . . . Craig
Keener's work is an astonishing exception. . . . He can be trusted in almost every statement he makes, and
even his more interpretative opinions are consistently well-grounded. Keener has given preachers and lay
Christians alike an invaluable resource for years to come." (Craig Blomberg, Denver Seminary)



"A rich and lucid resource for understanding God's Word. This work is presented in a way that serves the
needs of pastors in their sermon preparation, as well as lay members in personal Bible studies." (Charles
Blake, Presiding Bishop of Church of God in Christ)

About the Author
Craig S. Keener (Ph.D., Duke University) is professor of New Testament at Asbury Theological Seminary.
Some of his 12 books include . . . And Marries Another (Hendrickson), Paul, Women & Wives (Hendrickson)
and several titles published by IVP. Three of his books have won Christianity Today book awards: his
commentaries on Matthew, John and the background commentary. He has close to half a million books in
print.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brent Cook:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New
Testament. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important some sort of book The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
go through.

Jeremy Richards:

Here thing why this particular The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it
which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
publication that similar with The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament in e-book can be your substitute.

Donald Pate:

The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The IVP Bible
Background Commentary: New Testament nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.



Cheryl Waller:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New
Testament to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation
about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and study it.
Beside that the book The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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