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Since the nineteenth century, when art history became an established academic
discipline, works of art have been "read" in a variety of ways. These different
ways of describing and interpreting art are the methodologies of artistic analysis,
the divining rods of meaning. Regardless of a work's perceived difficulty, an art
object is, in theory, complex. Every work of art is an expression of its culture
(time and place) and its maker (the artist) and is dependent on its media (what it's
made of). The methodologies discussed here--formal analysis, iconology and
iconography, Marxism, feminism, biography and autobiography, psychoanalysis,
structuralism, race and gender--reflect the multiplicity of meanings in an artistic
image. The second edition includes nineteen new images, new sections on race,
gender, orientalism and colonialism, along with a new epilogue that approaches a
single painting-- Titian's Rape of Lucrezia -- to illustrate the different
methodological viewpoints.

Contents1. What Is Art?
2. Formalism and Style
3. Iconography
4. Contextual Approaches I: Marxism, Orientalism, Colonialism, and Racial
Iconography
5. Contextual Approaches II: Feminism and Gender
6. Biography and Autobiography
7. Semiotics I: Structuralism and Post-Structuralism
8. Semiotics II: Deconstruction
9. Psychoanalysis I: Freud
10. Psychoanalysis II: Winnicott and Lacan
11. Aesthetics and Psychoanalysis: Roger Fry and Roland Barthes
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Editorial Review

Review

“Right now when art historians, much concerned with theory, are rethinking the political implications of
their research, there is no more useful, better-natured introduction to these pressing concerns than Laurie
Schneider Adams's now classic volume. Effortlessly erudite, determinedly generous, her book provides a
lucid introduction to formalism, iconography, Marxism, feminism, psychoanalysis, and structuralism and
post-structuralism with new sections on race, gender, orientalism, and colonialism. Her fast-moving, well-
balanced commentary provides an ideal introduction to what will, inevitably, be a productive ongoing
debate.”
—David Carrier, Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland Institute of Art

“A teacher's dream…A far-ranging, generously sympathetic, well-illustrated, and very clear survey of
contemporary concerns with theory…Adams's clear, accurate introduction will be a godsend.”
—Art Journal

“Good, clear introduction for students who don't know their Derridas from their derrières.”
—ARLIS News Sheet

About the Author

Laurie Schneider Adams received her Ph.D. from Columbia University and is Professor Emerita of Art
History at John Jay College, CUNY. Her books include A History of Western Art, Art across Time, Art and
Psychoanalysis, and Italian Renaissance Art.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Suzanne Jensen:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their
reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also
they write about the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays
always try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their
book. One of them is this The Methodologies of Art: An Introduction, Second edition.

Michael Alvarado:

The reason why? Because this The Methodologies of Art: An Introduction, Second edition is an unordinary



book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Jean Ashburn:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It all right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like
The Methodologies of Art: An Introduction, Second edition which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's see.

Timothy Duchene:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this The Methodologies of Art: An Introduction, Second edition can make you sense more interested to
read.
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