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Theodor W. Adorno (1903-1969) was one of the twentieth century’s most
influential thinkers in the areas of social theory, philosophy, aesthetics, and
music. This volume reveals another aspect of the work of this remarkable
polymath, a pioneering analysis of the psychological underpinnings of what we
now call the Radical Right and its use of the media to propagate its political and
religious agenda. The now-forgotten Martin Luther Thomas was an American
fascist-style demagogue of the Christian right on the radio in the 1930s. During
these years, Adorno was living in the United States and working with Paul
Lazarsfeld on the social significance of radio. This book, Adorno’s penetrating
analysis of Thomas’s rhetorical appeal and manipulative techniques, was written
in English and is one of Adorno’s most accessible works. It is in four parts: “The
Personal Element: Self-Characterization of the Agitator,” “Thomas’ Methods,”
“The Religious Medium,”and “Ideological Bait.” The importance of the study is
manifold: it includes a theory of fascism and anti-semitism, it provides a
methodology for the cultural study of popular culture, and it offers broad
reflections on comparative political life in America and Europe. Implicit in the
book is an innovative idea about the relation between psychological and
sociological reality. Moreover, the study is germane to the contemporary reality
of political and religious radio in the United States because it provides an
analysis of rhetorical techniques that exploit potentials of psychological
regression for authoritarian aims.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

Theodor W. Adorno (1903-1969) was one of the twentieth century’s most influential thinkers in the areas of
social theory, philosophy, aesthetics, and music. This volume reveals another aspect of the work of this
remarkable polymath, a pioneering analysis of the psychological underpinnings of what we now call the
Radical Right and its use of the media to propagate its political and religious agenda.
The now-forgotten Martin Luther Thomas was an American fascist-style demagogue of the Christian right
on the radio in the 1930s. During these years, Adorno was living in the United States and working with Paul
Lazarsfeld on the social significance of radio. This book, Adorno’s penetrating analysis of Thomas’s
rhetorical appeal and manipulative techniques, was written in English and is one of Adorno’s most accessible
works. It is in four parts: “The Personal Element: Self-Characterization of the Agitator,” “Thomas’
Methods,” “The Religious Medium,”and “Ideological Bait.” The importance of the study is manifold: it
includes a theory of fascism and anti-semitism, it provides a methodology for the cultural study of popular
culture, and it offers broad reflections on comparative political life in America and Europe.
Implicit in the book is an innovative idea about the relation between psychological and sociological reality.
Moreover, the study is germane to the contemporary reality of political and religious radio in the United
States because it provides an analysis of rhetorical techniques that exploit potentials of psychological
regression for authoritarian aims.

About the Author
Theodor W. Adorno was one of the founders of the Frankfurt School of Critical Theory. Among his many
books are Problems of Moral Philosophy (Stanford, 2000), Introduction to Sociology (Stanford, 2000),
Sound Figures (Stanford, 1999), and Beethoven: The Philosophy of Music (Stanford, 1998).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Gray:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Psychological
Technique of Martin Luther Thomas’ Radio Addresses. All type of book is it possible to see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Verna Smith:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you



understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take The Psychological Technique of Martin Luther Thomas’ Radio Addresses as
your daily resource information.

Floyd Eichner:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or even their
experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the information about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Psychological Technique of Martin Luther Thomas’ Radio Addresses.

Irving Dorn:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Psychological Technique of Martin Luther
Thomas’ Radio Addresses, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.
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