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In the years after the Second World War, economic and socia factors combined
to produce an intense concern over the sexual development and behaviour of
young people. In a context where heterosexuality and 'normality’ were
understood to be synonymous and assumed to be necessary for social and
national stability, teenagers were the target of arange of materials and practices
meant to turn young people into proper heterosexuals.

In this study, Mary Louise Adams explores discourses about youth and their
place in the production and reproduction of heterosexual norms. She examines
debates over juvenile delinquency, indecent literature, and sex education to show
not why heterosexuality became a peculiar obsession in English Canada
following the Second World War as much as how it came to hold such sway.

Drawing on feminist theory, cultural studies, and lesbian/gay studies, The
Trouble with Normal is the first Canadian study of 'youth' as a sexual and moral
category. Adams looks not only at sexual material aimed at teenagers but also at
sexual discourses generally, for what they had to say about young people and for
the ways in which 'youth,' as a concept, made those discourses work. She argues
that postwar insecurities about young people narrowed the sexual possihilities of
both young people and adults.

While much of the recent history of sexuality examines sexuality 'from the
margins,’ The Trouble with Normal is firmly committed to examining the 'centre,’
to unpacking normality itself. Asthe first book-length study of the history of
sexuality in postwar Canada, it will make an important contribution to the
growing international literature on sexual regulation.
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In the years after the Second World War, economic and social factors combined to produce an intense
concern over the sexual development and behaviour of young people. In a context where heterosexuality and
'normality' were understood to be synonymous and assumed to be necessary for social and national stability,
teenagers were the target of arange of materials and practices meant to turn young people into proper
heterosexuals.

In this study, Mary Louise Adams explores discourses about youth and their place in the production and
reproduction of heterosexual norms. She examines debates over juvenile delinquency, indecent literature,
and sex education to show not why heterosexuality became a peculiar obsession in English Canadafollowing
the Second World War as much as how it came to hold such sway.

Drawing on feminist theory, cultural studies, and leshian/gay studies, The Trouble with Normal is the first
Canadian study of 'youth' as a sexual and moral category. Adams looks not only at sexual material aimed at
teenagers but also at sexual discourses generaly, for what they had to say about young people and for the
ways in which 'youth," as a concept, made those discourses work. She argues that postwar insecurities about
young people narrowed the sexual possibilities of both young people and adults.

While much of the recent history of sexuality examines sexuality 'from the margins,' The Trouble with
Normal isfirmly committed to examining the 'centre,’ to unpacking normality itself. Asthe first book-length
study of the history of sexuality in postwar Canada, it will make an important contribution to the growing
international literature on sexual regulation.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

The 1950s were atime of social stability, innocent childhood and adolescence, and family values. NOT. The
benign world of Father Knows Best and My Little Margie may live on in cable reruns, but Mary Louise
Adams points out in The Trouble with Normal that growing up in the 1950s was anything but a comedy.
Adams, a professor of health education, explicates quirky sociological markers--popular sex advice books for
teens, health education documentaries, social tracts against juvenile delinguency, and comic books--and
argues that midcentury teens were under enormous social and political pressure to "be normal” and conform
to the most narrowly defined sexual and personal standards. The Trouble with Normal approaches this
material seriously, but has a breezy writing style and Adams's quotes from "Growing Up and Liking It" and
"Facts of Love and Life For Teenagers' are both entertaining and chilling.

Review

"The trouble with "normal” - and with "heterosexuality" - is that they're usually assumed. Here, however, in
this major, trouble-making contribution to the new history of heterosexuality, the "normal” and the
"heterosexual”" are explicitly questioned, their mode of production historically specified. Here, the "idea" of
heterosexuality, "the discourse" about it, and the particular historical system of erotic, gendered relationships
called heterosexuality, are shown to be socially produced, not natural. Mary Louise Adams proves a most
able, enterprising detective of sex.'

(Jonathan Ned Katz, author of The Invention of Heterosexuality)

About the Author
Mary L ouise Adamsis an associate professor in the School of Kinesiology and Health Studies and the
Department of Sociology at Queen's University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bobbie Flores:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book The Trouble with Normal: Postwar Y outh and the Making of
Heterosexuality (Studiesin Gender and History) has been making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It israther advantages for you. The publication The Trouble with
Normal: Postwar Y outh and the Making of Heterosexuality (Studiesin Gender and History) is not only
giving you more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. Y ou can spend your
own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book The Trouble with
Normal: Postwar Y outh and the Making of Heterosexuality (Studiesin Gender and History). Y ou never truly
feel lose out for everything if you read some books.



Jerry Smith:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the erawhich is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by examining books. It is agood choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Trouble with Normal:
Postwar Y outh and the Making of Heterosexuality (Studies in Gender and History) is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Steven Strong:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular The Trouble with Normal: Postwar Y outh and
the Making of Heterosexuality (Studiesin Gender and History) can give you alot of pals because by you
investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So ,
why hesitate? We need to have The Trouble with Normal: Postwar Y outh and the Making of Heterosexuality
(Studies in Gender and History).

Tim Vazquez:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. In this modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just searching for the The Trouble with Normal: Postwar Y outh and the Making of Heterosexuality
(Studiesin Gender and History) when you desired it?
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