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The V12 Engine gives an unprecedented and in-depth overview of the
significant and important V12-powered cars and the magnificent engines that
powered them, from the smallest, the 1.1-litre Itala of 1926, to the largest, the
112-litre "Quad Al" of 1965 powered by four Allison twelves.

Karl Ludvigsen, award-winnng automotive historian and author of the acclaimed
Porsche: Origin of the Species takes the reader behind the scenes of the creation
of the greatest twelves of all time, from the effortless urge of the luxurious
Hispano-Suiza of the 1930s to the scintillating surge of the Lamborghini
supercars of the 1960s. You're trackside at the epic battles of Grand Prix twelves
in the 1930s and 1990s and you're in the boardrooms of BMW, Audi and
Mercedes-Benz as they battle for V12 supremacy into the 21st Century.

From the first-ever V12 engine of 1904, Ludvigsen traces the type's evolution
through the first European twelve, a 1913 Sunbeam, to the 1915 Packard in
America, inspired by a 1908 Schebler. In 1917 Americas mania for
multicylinders saw 16 marques offering V12 cars at New York's show. Britain's
Daimler pioneered them in Europe, where Horch, Tatra, Voisin, Maybach and
Hispano-Suiza built twelves.

Not all were successful. Lagonda had mixed fortunes with its twelves and Rolls-
Royces Phantom III was an epic loss-maker. Cadillac left its "V-Future" V12 in
the garage while Mercedes-Benz made only a handful of its twelves before
World War II stopped play. Among Formula 1 entries the efforts of Porsche,
MGN and Life were pitiful flops while Honda, Ferrari, BRM and Matra enjoyed
success.

Lavishly illustrating The V12 Engine with rare photos and drawings from his
Ludvigsen Library, the author explains how and why twelves evolved as they did
and introduces such major movers as Jesse Vincent of Packard, Sunbeam's Louis
Coatalen, Louis Delage, W.O. Bentley, Sir Henry Royce, Hispano's Marc
Birkigt, Ferruccio Lamhorghini, Sir William Lyons of Jaguar, Bugatti's Paolo
Stanzani and, of course, Enzo Ferrari. He brings to life their struggles to achieve
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their aims and quotes contemporary verdicts on their cars.

Ferrari's fabulous Enzo V12 brings the story up to date, along with contemporary
twelve-cylinder engines from Mercedes-Benz, Lamborghini, BMW, Maybach,
Aston Martin, Maserati and Rolls-Royce, and such newcomers to the V12 ranks
as Toyota, Bentley, Volkswagen, Cadillac, Peugeot and Audi.

Blending business with technology, racing with record-breaking and luxury
carriages with supercars, The V12 Engine takes the reader on a high-speed
journey through some of the most exciting and exotic cars ever made.
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The V12 Engine gives an unprecedented and in-depth overview of the significant and important V12-
powered cars and the magnificent engines that powered them, from the smallest, the 1.1-litre Itala of 1926, to
the largest, the 112-litre "Quad Al" of 1965 powered by four Allison twelves.

Karl Ludvigsen, award-winnng automotive historian and author of the acclaimed Porsche: Origin of the
Species takes the reader behind the scenes of the creation of the greatest twelves of all time, from the
effortless urge of the luxurious Hispano-Suiza of the 1930s to the scintillating surge of the Lamborghini
supercars of the 1960s. You're trackside at the epic battles of Grand Prix twelves in the 1930s and 1990s and
you're in the boardrooms of BMW, Audi and Mercedes-Benz as they battle for V12 supremacy into the 21st
Century.

From the first-ever V12 engine of 1904, Ludvigsen traces the type's evolution through the first European
twelve, a 1913 Sunbeam, to the 1915 Packard in America, inspired by a 1908 Schebler. In 1917 Americas
mania for multicylinders saw 16 marques offering V12 cars at New York's show. Britain's Daimler pioneered
them in Europe, where Horch, Tatra, Voisin, Maybach and Hispano-Suiza built twelves.

Not all were successful. Lagonda had mixed fortunes with its twelves and Rolls-Royces Phantom III was an
epic loss-maker. Cadillac left its "V-Future" V12 in the garage while Mercedes-Benz made only a handful of
its twelves before World War II stopped play. Among Formula 1 entries the efforts of Porsche, MGN and
Life were pitiful flops while Honda, Ferrari, BRM and Matra enjoyed success.

Lavishly illustrating The V12 Engine with rare photos and drawings from his Ludvigsen Library, the author
explains how and why twelves evolved as they did and introduces such major movers as Jesse Vincent of
Packard, Sunbeam's Louis Coatalen, Louis Delage, W.O. Bentley, Sir Henry Royce, Hispano's Marc Birkigt,
Ferruccio Lamhorghini, Sir William Lyons of Jaguar, Bugatti's Paolo Stanzani and, of course, Enzo Ferrari.
He brings to life their struggles to achieve their aims and quotes contemporary verdicts on their cars.

Ferrari's fabulous Enzo V12 brings the story up to date, along with contemporary twelve-cylinder engines
from Mercedes-Benz, Lamborghini, BMW, Maybach, Aston Martin, Maserati and Rolls-Royce, and such
newcomers to the V12 ranks as Toyota, Bentley, Volkswagen, Cadillac, Peugeot and Audi.

Blending business with technology, racing with record-breaking and luxury carriages with supercars, The
V12 Engine takes the reader on a high-speed journey through some of the most exciting and exotic cars ever
made.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Get it, read it and return again and again to marvel over the intricacies of the marvelous V12 engine..."

--Hot Rod Engine Tech

"Detailed and fascinating...a labour of love"

--Autocar

"A major work...comprehensively illustrated"

--The Automobile

"A remarkable study which is also readable and superb value"

--Classic & Sports Car

"Something of a tour de force"

--Speed Scene

"Typically authoritative and comprehensive examination by Ludvigsen"

--Octane

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

This The V12 Engine - The Technology, Evolution and Impact of V12-Engined Cars: 1909-2005 usually are
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The V12 Engine -
The Technology, Evolution and Impact of V12-Engined Cars: 1909-2005 can be among the great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with
information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere
you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The V12 Engine - The
Technology, Evolution and Impact of V12-Engined Cars: 1909-2005 forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

James Kostka:

The book untitled The V12 Engine - The Technology, Evolution and Impact of V12-Engined Cars: 1909-



2005 contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Loren Hatfield:

This The V12 Engine - The Technology, Evolution and Impact of V12-Engined Cars: 1909-2005 is brand-
new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this The V12 Engine - The Technology, Evolution and Impact of V12-Engined Cars: 1909-2005 can
be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply
by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-
book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life
and also knowledge.

Candace Arroyo:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of
book The V12 Engine - The Technology, Evolution and Impact of V12-Engined Cars: 1909-2005. Contain
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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