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A brightly illustrated retelling of a folktale from Ghana concerns the fun that
starts when everything starts talking, including the farmer's yams, the fisherman's
fish, and the weaver's cloth.
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A brightly illustrated retelling of a folktale from Ghana concerns the fun that starts when everything starts
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
PreSchool-Grade 3-In this retelling of a Ghanian folktale, a yam talks to the farmer digging it up, as does his
dog. Frightened, the man shrieks "Aiyeee!' and runs away. He encounters a fisher, a weaver, and a swimmer,
each of whom scoffs at his collective report until addressed by, respectively, a fish, some cloth, and the
water. The four take their tale to the chief, who dismisses them as fools-until his throne talks. Medearis's
narrative is especially well suited to reading aloud. The simple, repetitive language makes it a natural choice
for story time, and the text provides ample opportunities for participation. The tale is attributed to Ghana; no
further sources are given. Vitale's oil paint on wood illustrations are vibrant, lively, and attractive, reflecting
his interest in African art. He copies ritual masks for the heads of his characters, an intriguing and original
idea that works well when the heads are disembodied, but less successful when they are attached to human
figures, creating an unsettling impression of caricature. He incorporates the art of several different African
tribes into what is essentially an Ashanti story. The effect is similar to what would result if one took a Greek
god and a Norse god and put them in Celtic dress. It's unfortunate that there's no source note recognizing the
different elements combined in the paintings. This is a good effort, but basic information is missing.
Donna L. Scanlon, Lancaster County Library, PA
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Ages 4^-7. Italian illustrator Vitale, who attracted notice with his beautiful paintings on wood for When the
Wind Stops , uses a similiar style to illustrate an appealing West African folktale. When the yam he is
digging up talks back, the farmer can't believe it. His fisherman neighbor is equally skeptical until his catch
gives him some lip. The pattern is repeated with other members of the community. However, when the group
tells its collective tale to the chief, he dismisses it until he is taught a lesson by his talking throne. Despite an
ending that is a little too brisk, this brief, cumulative tale has a simple style, strong rhythms and repetition,
and zesty humor. Surrounded by patterned borders, the subtly colored spreads have stylized figures that
evoke the region and flowing lines that echo the cadence of the text. Hints for telling the tale appear on the
back dust jacket. Julie Corsaro

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William McClanahan:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on guardería until university need that Too Much Talk: A West African Folktale to read.

Jessie Davis:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently,

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other
is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Too Much Talk: A West
African Folktale book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Rubin Bourne:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Too Much Talk: A West African Folktale was filled in
relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Michael Robinson:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Too Much Talk: A West African
Folktale to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when
you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book
and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that
the book Too Much Talk: A West African Folktale can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of the time.
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