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The questions that inspired this study are central to contemporary research within
environmental anthropology, political ecology, and environmental history: How
does the introduction of a modern, capitalist, resource regime affect the
livelihood of indigenous peoples? Can sustainable resource management be
achieved in a situation of radical commodification> of land and other aspects of
nature? Focusing on conflicts relating to forest management, mining, and land
rights, the author offers an insightful account of present-day challenges for
indigenous people to accommodate aspirations for ethnic sovereignty and
development.
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The questions that inspired this study are central to contemporary research within environmental
anthropology, political ecology, and environmental history: How does the introduction of a modern,
capitalist, resource regime affect the livelihood of indigenous peoples? Can sustainable resource
management be achieved in a situation of radical commodification> of land and other aspects of nature?
Focusing on conflicts relating to forest management, mining, and land rights, the author offers an insightful
account of present-day challenges for indigenous people to accommodate aspirations for ethnic sovereignty
and development.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In departing from conventional scholarship, the book makes a major contribution to the study of Northeast
India but also to the study of environmental politics in frontier regions more generally. As such, Unruly
Hillsmay prove to be the blueprint for similar approaches to other parts of the region, especially given the
centrality of environmental questions in the Northeast. As scholarly interest in borderlands reaches its
zenith, Karlsson's work should be highly valued among scholars interested in India and beyond. This is an
outstanding book for its content and the challenges it sets out to its readers."  ·  Journal of the Royal
Anthropological Institute

"Unruly Hills is one of the most original and provocative books on environment and politics in India. 
Communities supposedly control most land, forests, and other natural resources in the hills of Northeast
India. However capitalist transformations have rendered those hill communities quite powerless: they are
hardly able to control the local resource base. Behind the legal fictions of community ownership lie the ugly
reality of a 'resource frontier' where there is massive privatization and accumulation of land by local elites
and serious environmental degradation as the result of the crude exploitation of forests, water, and mineral
resources. Karlsson's book brims with fresh insights on the crisis of legitimacy of India's democratic
institutions in this border region."  ·  Sanjib Baruah, Bard College, New York and Centre for Policy
Research, New Delhi.

About the Author

Bengt G. Karlsson  is Associate Professor in Social Anthropology at Stockholm University in Sweden. He
is the author of Contested Belonging: An Indigenous People's Struggle for Forest and Identity in Sub-
Himalayan Bengal (Routledge 2000) and two edited books, Indigeneity in India (Kegan Paul 2006) and
Human Rights: An Anthropological Enquiry (Earthworm Books 2005).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Floyd Goshorn:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Unruly Hills: A Political Ecology of India's Northeast.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book
Unruly Hills: A Political Ecology of India's Northeast. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.



Samuel Hamby:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Unruly Hills: A
Political Ecology of India's Northeast. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look
for the internet sources or other social media.

Lois Jennings:

Unruly Hills: A Political Ecology of India's Northeast can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Unruly
Hills: A Political Ecology of India's Northeast yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Beverly Turner:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Unruly Hills: A Political Ecology
of India's Northeast can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have
than the others?
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