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Zero is a big round number. When she looks at herself, she just sees a hole right
in her center. Every day she watches the other numbers line up to count: "1, 2, 3,
4, 5, 6, 7 . . . !" "Those numbers have value. That's why they count," she thinks.
But how could a number worth nothing become something? Zero feels empty
inside. She watches One having fun with the other numbers. One has bold strokes
and squared corners. Zero is big and round with no corners at all. "If I were like
One, then I can count too," she thinks. So she pushes and pulls, stretches and
straightens, forces and flattens herself, but in the end she realizes that she can
only be Zero. As budding young readers learn about numbers and counting, they
are also introduced to accepting different body types, developing social skills and
character, and learning what it means to find value in yourself and in others.
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Zero is a big round number. When she looks at herself, she just sees a hole right in her center. Every day she
watches the other numbers line up to count: "1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 . . . !" "Those numbers have value. That's why
they count," she thinks. But how could a number worth nothing become something? Zero feels empty inside.
She watches One having fun with the other numbers. One has bold strokes and squared corners. Zero is big
and round with no corners at all. "If I were like One, then I can count too," she thinks. So she pushes and
pulls, stretches and straightens, forces and flattens herself, but in the end she realizes that she can only be
Zero. As budding young readers learn about numbers and counting, they are also introduced to accepting
different body types, developing social skills and character, and learning what it means to find value in
yourself and in others.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
K-Gr 2–Zero has a complex–she finds herself unglamorous. Furthermore, with a hole in her center, she feels
she doesn't count as much as her fellow numbers do. Twisting herself into the shape of 8 or 9 doesn't work;
her attempt only leaves an empty feeling inside. Then one day, Zero discovers that by joining together with
another number, 1, for example, she can become 10, or 100, or 1000, increasing her value. Soon, the others
do the same–2 joins 3, 111 joins 5, and 4 and 8 join 2 –escalating their worth and pleasure as well. At last,
Zero feels whole, “right in her center.” Otoshi's story plays out against either stark white or dense black
pages where Zero is strikingly depicted in broad silver brush strokes. In contrast, the others numbers
cartwheel across the pages in bright splashy colors. Readers swept into the arresting artwork will soon be
captivated by the importance of numbers. However, the underlying mission of the book–to elevate children's
self-worth–will take an intuitive parent or teacher to weave the two concepts together.–Barbara Elleman,
Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art, Amherst, MAα(c) Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Zero sees herself as a big round number with emptiness inside. The other, more colorful
numbers have fun, and they count. After trying to stretch and pinch herself into another shape (1, 8, or 9) and
making a bombastic grand entrance that sends the other numbers tumbling, Zero is ready to listen to some
wise words: “‘Every number has value,’ said Seven. ‘Be open. You’ll find a way.’” Inspired, Zero shows the
numbers how to “count even more.” With her help, 1 becomes 10, 2 becomes 20, and so on. Zero realizes her
value and feels whole. Whether seen as an introduction to zero or to self-esteem, this picture book delivers
on many levels. The simple story and colorful, minimalist art will intrigue children, even those too young to
understand every bit of wordplay and wisdom in the text, while older kids will find food for thought. On the
dramatic, black book jacket, the raised letters of the title include Zer in shining silver, and O in a silver that
shines and also shimmers with subtle, shifting colors. Every aspect of the book’s illustration and design
seems carefully thought out, beautifully executed, and pleasing. An impressive sequel to One (2008).
Preschool-Grade 3. --Carolyn Phelan

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Glover:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Zero.

Stephen Thrush:

The particular book Zero has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book.
This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Tia Sargent:

This Zero is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately
using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you
can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Zero in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Lettie Perez:

Beside this Zero in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Zero because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar
to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from at this
point!
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