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Although madness is a popular theme in literature, contemporary American
writers use that theme in a new and unfamiliar way, not just to convey the result
of an unnerving or infuriating reality but also to comment on its hypocrisies.

 Barbara Tepa Lupack examines the cultural and literary contexts of five major
works of contemporary fiction: Joseph Heller's Catch-22 (1961), Ken Kesey's
One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest (1962), Kurt Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse-Five
(1969), Jerzy Kosinski's Being There (1971), and William Styron's Sophie's
Choice (1979).  She shows that each book is complex, with deep roots in
American political reality, and each portrays a protagonist who is mad or is
considered to be mad--but who reveals a special insight into the dangers of
social, political, and cultural conformity.  Each of these characters dwells in a
sort of wasteland, ranging from the corrupt military base of Pianosa to the plastic
suburb of Ilium, from the Nazi death camps to the ravaged Eternal City and
bombed-out Dresden.  All seek confirmation of their authenticity, and all offer
social and ethical remedies that challenge bureaucratic institutions--solutions that
amount to inmates running the asylum.
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Although madness is a popular theme in literature, contemporary American writers use that theme in a new
and unfamiliar way, not just to convey the result of an unnerving or infuriating reality but also to comment
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 Barbara Tepa Lupack examines the cultural and literary contexts of five major works of contemporary
fiction: Joseph Heller's Catch-22 (1961), Ken Kesey's One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest (1962), Kurt
Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse-Five (1969), Jerzy Kosinski's Being There (1971), and William Styron's Sophie's
Choice (1979).  She shows that each book is complex, with deep roots in American political reality, and each
portrays a protagonist who is mad or is considered to be mad--but who reveals a special insight into the
dangers of social, political, and cultural conformity.  Each of these characters dwells in a sort of wasteland,
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Barbara Tepa Lupack, formerly academic dean at Empire State College/SUNY and Fulbright professor of
American literature in Poland and France, directs a small literary press and edits The Round Table.  She is
the author of numerous articles and books, including Plays of Passion, Games of Chance:  Jerzy Kosinski
and His Fiction,  and Inside the Kaleidoscope:  Kosinski's Early Novels, and she is the editor of Take Two: 
Adapting the Contemporary American Novel to Film.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Genoveva Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Insanity as Redemption in Contemporary American Fiction:
Inmates Running the Asylum.

Julie Kappel:

The book Insanity as Redemption in Contemporary American Fiction: Inmates Running the Asylum can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave a very important thing like a book Insanity as Redemption in Contemporary American Fiction: Inmates
Running the Asylum? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Insanity as Redemption in Contemporary American Fiction: Inmates Running the Asylum has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by available
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Anna Bailey:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage



about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Insanity
as Redemption in Contemporary American Fiction: Inmates Running the Asylum.

William Pare:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Insanity as Redemption in Contemporary American
Fiction: Inmates Running the Asylum, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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