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Jacques Derrida: Live Theory is a new introduction to the work of this most
influential of contemporary philosophers. It covers Derrida's corpus in its entirety
- from his earliest work in phenomenology and the philosophy of language, to his
most recent work in ethics, politics and religion. It investigates Derrida's
contribution to, and impact upon such disciplines as philosophy, literary theory,
cultural studies, aesthetics and theology. Throughout, the key concepts that
underpin Derrida's thought are thoroughly examined; in particular, the notion of
'the Other' or 'alterity' is employed to indicate a fundamental continuity from
Derrida's earliest to his latest work.

The text emphasizes the importance of understanding Derrida's philosophical
heritage as the key to understanding the interdisciplinary impact of his project. In
the wake of Derrida's death, the book includes an "interview" that interrogates
the very notion of "live" theory as a way into the core themes of deconstruction.
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Editorial Review

Review
Article by the author referencing the book throughout – ChristianityToday.com, October 18, 2004
(Christianity Today)

'Over the coming decades [Derrida's] work will be repeatedly examined to find what in it calls forth new
futures for reading, writing and thinking. James K. A. Smith's lucid and comprehensive guide to Derrida
places its readers in an enviable vantage point to see those diverse futures as they begin to arrive and change
our lives.' Kevin Hart, Professor and Chair of English, University of Notre Dame

'James K.A. Smith has written a lively, sure-footed guide to key landmarks in the immense territory of
Derrida' thought .... The task of reading Derrida has only just begun and Smith's book issues an open and
congenial invitation to get on with it. 'Peggy Kamuf, Marion Frances Chevalier Professor of French and
Comparative Literature, University of Southern California

'James K. A. Smith's Jacques Derrida: Live Theory is extremely accessible - it is very well-written in a clear
and attractive prose, moving smoothly across many different topics at a good pace ... his choice of themes
offers a good representation of the main dimensions of Derrida's thought ... Smith takes the reader on an
engaging and very lucid tour of Derrida's oeuvre.'
(Samir Haddad, Northwestern University Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews)

'[will] excite and engage' (Arnab Chatterjee, Political Studies Review)

'James K. A. Smith's Jacques Derrida: Live Theory is extremely accessible - it is very well-written in a clear
and attractive prose, moving smoothly across many different topics at a good pace ... his choice of themes
offers a good representation of the main dimensions of Derrida's thought ... Smith takes the reader on an
engaging and very lucid tour of Derrida's oeuvre.'
(Sanford Lakoff Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews)

About the Author
James K. A. Smith is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Calvin College, Michigan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shawn Holmes:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Jacques Derrida: Live Theory book since this
book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is



no doubt in it everbody knows.

Edward McClung:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Jacques Derrida: Live Theory, you are able to enjoy both. It
is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

James Walton:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Jacques Derrida: Live Theory
reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating
skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Jacques Derrida: Live Theory as good
book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its
handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

John Wiser:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Jacques Derrida: Live Theory can give you a lot of
good friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Jacques Derrida: Live Theory.
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