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Recent years have brought public mourning to the heart of American politics, as
exemplified by the spread and power of the Black Lives Matter movement,
which has gained force through its identification of pervasive social injustices
with individual losses. The deaths of Sandra Bland, Michael Brown, Freddie
Gray, Trayvon Martin, Tamir Rice, Walter Scott, and so many others have
brought private grief into the public sphere. The rhetoric and iconography of
mourning has been noteworthy in Black Lives Matter protests, but David W.
McIvor believes that we have paid too little attention to the nature of social
mourning?its relationship to private grief, its practices, and its pathologies and
democratic possibilities.

In Mourning in America, McIvor addresses significant and urgent questions
about how citizens can mourn traumatic events and enduring injustices in their
communities. McIvor offers a framework for analyzing the politics of mourning,
drawing from psychoanalysis, Greek tragedy, and scholarly discourses on truth
and reconciliation. Mourning in America connects these literatures to ongoing
activism surrounding racial injustice, and it contextualizes Black Lives Matter in
the broader politics of grief and recognition. McIvor also examines recent,
grassroots-organized truth and reconciliation processes such as the Greensboro
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (2004–2006), which provided a public
examination of the Greensboro Massacre of 1979?a deadly incident involving
local members of the Communist Workers Party and the Ku Klux Klan.
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Recent years have brought public mourning to the heart of American politics, as exemplified by the spread
and power of the Black Lives Matter movement, which has gained force through its identification of
pervasive social injustices with individual losses. The deaths of Sandra Bland, Michael Brown, Freddie
Gray, Trayvon Martin, Tamir Rice, Walter Scott, and so many others have brought private grief into the
public sphere. The rhetoric and iconography of mourning has been noteworthy in Black Lives Matter
protests, but David W. McIvor believes that we have paid too little attention to the nature of social
mourning?its relationship to private grief, its practices, and its pathologies and democratic possibilities.

In Mourning in America, McIvor addresses significant and urgent questions about how citizens can mourn
traumatic events and enduring injustices in their communities. McIvor offers a framework for analyzing the
politics of mourning, drawing from psychoanalysis, Greek tragedy, and scholarly discourses on truth and
reconciliation. Mourning in America connects these literatures to ongoing activism surrounding racial
injustice, and it contextualizes Black Lives Matter in the broader politics of grief and recognition. McIvor
also examines recent, grassroots-organized truth and reconciliation processes such as the Greensboro Truth
and Reconciliation Commission (2004–2006), which provided a public examination of the Greensboro
Massacre of 1979?a deadly incident involving local members of the Communist Workers Party and the Ku
Klux Klan.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Mourning in America is a brilliant, multilayered, and beautifully written exploration of mourning, politics,
and political theory. It makes an original and important contribution to political theory, and its orientation by
way of American racial politics also makes this book timely, urgent, and of even greater interest."?George
Shulman, Gallatin School of Individualized Study, New York University, author of American Prophecy:
Race and Redemption in American Political Culture

"When racked by trauma and loss, political communities often get caught up in fantasies of angels and
demons. At such times, what they need most is a way to get beyond ha1f-truths and misrecognitions, to work
through grief and ambivalence, and to achieve a more mature understanding of ambiguity and complexity.
David W. Mclvor's groundbreaking book offers a way toward such an end."?Noelle McAfee, Emory
University, author of Democracy and the Political Unconscious

"This is an incredible book by an author with a sure theoretical voice and a powerful moral perspective on
the politics of conflict. The interventions in theoretical literatures on mourning, truth and reconciliation
commissions, justice and democratic life are fair and well-argued: new readings of Antigone, Pericles,
Orestes, Baldwin, and more make these figures fresh again. Drawing on Melanie Klein and D. W. Winnicott,
David W. McIvor argues that working through a trauma, rupture, or a wrong 'requires public
work?democratic labors of recognition and repair.' Throughout this well-written book, McIvor exemplifies
some of the best traits of the agonism he argues against."?Bonnie Honig, Nancy Duke Lewis Professor of
Modern Culture and Media (MCM) and Political Science, Brown University, author of Antigone, Interrupted

"In the face of suggestions that the politics of mourning all too easily becomes the mourning of politics,
David McIvor delivers a compelling argument for mourning as a valuable resource for democratic politics.
Drawing on his deep knowledge of psychoanalytic and political theory, McIvor engages America's most
pressing question? race?to show how mourning might serve as both a source of insight and a tool of political
construction. This is an impressive and important book."?Simon Stow, College of William and Mary, author
of American Mourning: Tragedy, Democracy, and the Politics of Public Loss

About the Author

David W. McIvor is Assistant Professor of Political Science at Colorado State University.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Miller:

The book Mourning in America: Race and the Politics of Loss make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Mourning in America: Race
and the Politics of Loss to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
open and read a guide Mourning in America: Race and the Politics of Loss. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Raymond Bryan:

The book Mourning in America: Race and the Politics of Loss will bring that you the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read,
this book very appropriate to you. The book Mourning in America: Race and the Politics of Loss is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Kirsten Ferguson:

The reason? Because this Mourning in America: Race and the Politics of Loss is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot
of gains than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Thomas Pilcher:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Mourning in America: Race and the Politics of Loss this publication
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of
you.
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