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Seized is a narrative portrait of a common brain disorder that can alter
personality, illuminating the mind-body problem and the limits of free will. An
invaluable resource for anyone touched by epilepsy, Seized gives first-hand
accounts of three ordinary patients with temporal lobe epilepsy (TLE), explaining
what they suffer and how they cope. The book also tells the stories of creative
luminaries diagnosed with or suspected of having TLE, including van Gogh,
Dostoevsky, Lewis Carroll, Saint Paul, and Flaubert. The psychological
implications of Seized are, according to Publishers Weekly, “staggering.” Kirkus
Reviews called the book “Fascinating . . . LaPlante’s descriptions of the human
brain are wonderfully concrete, her historical research is well presented, and her
empathy for TLE’s victims is clear.” In this “fascinating account of medical
research,” Howard Gardner noted, “LaPlante shows how a brain scar may cause
bizarre aggressive or sexual behavior—and works of profound creative
imagination.”
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Temporal lobe epilepsy (TLE) is the most widespread form of epilepsy among adults, yet TLE seizures are
not easily recognized, unlike the far better known convulsions of grand mal epilepsy. In this major study,
freelance journalist LaPlante, who interviewed scores of patients and doctors, explores a disease that may
affect between one and two million Americans. During a TLE seizure, a person is overcome by powerful
emotions, hallucinations, or vivid flashbacks. Some TLE sufferers perform automatic or violent acts; others
exhibit hyper-religiosity or altered sexuality. LaPlante reviews the ordeals of Dostoevsky, van Gogh, Lewis
Carroll and other luminaries thought to have suffered TLE. She also graphically profies three ordinary TLE
patients--Charlie, a lawyer minimally affected by the disease; Jill, a personnel director whose confidence has
been shattered by her seizures; and Gloria, a retired hairdresser. If TLE often gets misdiagnosed as
schizophrenia or mood disorder, as LaPlante suggests, the implications for psychiatry are staggering.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The many readers who were intrigued by Oliver Sacks's The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat ( LJ
2/15/86) will welcome LaPlante's book. More common yet less familiar than the physical manifestations of
grand mal epilepsy, temporal lobe epilepsy (TLE) is a response to abnormal electrical activity in the parts of
the brain controlling feeling and memory. In TLE seizures, a patient experiences uncontrollable, intense
emotions, sensory hallucinations, and vivid memories. Unlike grand mal epilepsy, the intervals between
seizures are often marked by a common pattern of personality changes, typically including compulsive
writing or drawing and hyper-religiosity. LaPlante interweaves the stories of three contemporary sufferers
with accounts of famous people who probably had the disease, including Vincent Van Gogh, Soren
Kierkegaard, and Lewis Carroll. Does the development of anticonvulsant drugs preclude another Alice in
Wonderland ? A thoughtful final chapter examines TLE's conjunction of personality and physiology and its
impact on our concepts of personhood, creativity, and free will. Highly recommended for all libraries.
- Kathy Arsenault, Univ. of South Florida-St. Petersburg Lib.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
What did Moses, Van Gogh, Lewis Carroll, and Dostoyevsky have in common? Quite possibly temporal
lobe epilepsy, according to this fascinating report by freelance writer LaPlante (The Atlantic, Yankee, etc.).
Temporal lobe epilepsy (TLE) is the most common form of epilepsy among adults. Its seizures bring
hallucinations, dreamy states, bizarre feelings, and involuntary actions resembling the symptoms of
psychiatric disease, and the personalities of its sufferers are frequently marked by an intense interest in
religion and morality, a compulsion to write or draw, altered sexuality, aggression, and hypersociability.
LaPlante traces the history of the disorder from its early definition by a 19th- century English neurologist to
present-day efforts to understand and treat it with drugs and/or surgery. She chronicles its effects on three
pseudonymous patients: Charlie, a lawyer whose first seizure occurred when he was in his 50s; Jill, a
personnel director in her 30s whose life has been drastically affected by the onset of TLE; and Gloria, a
middle-aged woman who's suffered from TLE all her life and had been treated for a myriad of psychiatric
disorders prior to the diagnosis of TLE at age 37. What makes TLE especially intriguing are the clues it
offers to biological bases of creativity, spirituality, and--on a less positive note--violence. Moreover, because
TLE crosses the boundaries between psychiatry and neurology, research on it holds promise for a better
understanding of the physiological causes of mental illness. LaPlante's descriptions of the human brain are



wonderfully concrete, her historical research is well presented, and her empathy for TLE's victims is clear. A
well-done study. (Line drawings--not seen) -- Copyright ©1993, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alfred Leahy:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Seized: Temporal Lobe Epilepsy as a Medical, Historical, and Artistic Phenomenon, you
are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a e-book.

Jere Bingham:

The publication untitled Seized: Temporal Lobe Epilepsy as a Medical, Historical, and Artistic Phenomenon
is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will
be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to
you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Seized: Temporal Lobe Epilepsy as a Medical,
Historical, and Artistic Phenomenon from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Helen Chandler:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and Seized: Temporal Lobe Epilepsy as a Medical,
Historical, and Artistic Phenomenon or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In different
case, beside science guide, any other book likes Seized: Temporal Lobe Epilepsy as a Medical, Historical,
and Artistic Phenomenon to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Philip Brown:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
spirit or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring



and can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Seized: Temporal Lobe Epilepsy as a Medical, Historical, and Artistic
Phenomenon can make you experience more interested to read.
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