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Dream of the Red Chamber, also called The Story of the Stone, composed by
Cao Xueqin, is one of China's Four Great Classical Novels. It was written
sometime in the middle of the 18th century during the Qing Dynasty. It is
considered a masterpiece of Chinese literature and is generally acknowledged to
be the pinnacle of Chinese fiction. "Redology" is the field of study devoted
exclusively to this work.

The title has also been translated as Red Chamber Dream and A Dream of Red
Mansions. The novel circulated in manuscript copies with various titles until its
print publication, in 1791. While the first 80 chapters were written by Cao
Xueqin, Gao E, who prepared the first and second printed editions with his
partner Cheng Weiyuan in 1791–2, added 40 additional chapters to complete the
novel.

Red Chamber is believed to be semi-autobiographical, mirroring the rise and
decline of author Cao Xueqin's own family and, by extension, of the Qing
Dynasty. As the author details in the first chapter, it is intended to be a memorial
to the damsels he knew in his youth: friends, relatives and servants. The novel is
remarkable not only for its huge cast of characters and psychological scope, but
also for its precise and detailed observation of the life and social structures
typical of 18th-century Chinese aristocracy.
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Dream of the Red Chamber, also called The Story of the Stone, composed by Cao Xueqin, is one of China's
Four Great Classical Novels. It was written sometime in the middle of the 18th century during the Qing
Dynasty. It is considered a masterpiece of Chinese literature and is generally acknowledged to be the
pinnacle of Chinese fiction. "Redology" is the field of study devoted exclusively to this work.

The title has also been translated as Red Chamber Dream and A Dream of Red Mansions. The novel
circulated in manuscript copies with various titles until its print publication, in 1791. While the first 80
chapters were written by Cao Xueqin, Gao E, who prepared the first and second printed editions with his
partner Cheng Weiyuan in 1791–2, added 40 additional chapters to complete the novel.

Red Chamber is believed to be semi-autobiographical, mirroring the rise and decline of author Cao Xueqin's
own family and, by extension, of the Qing Dynasty. As the author details in the first chapter, it is intended to
be a memorial to the damsels he knew in his youth: friends, relatives and servants. The novel is remarkable
not only for its huge cast of characters and psychological scope, but also for its precise and detailed
observation of the life and social structures typical of 18th-century Chinese aristocracy.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
CAO XUEQIN was a Qing Dynasty Chinese writer, best known as the author of Dream of the Red Chamber,
one of the Four Great Classical Novels of Chinese literature.

CHRISTINE SUN was born in Taiwan, and studied English and Chinese literature at The Ohio State and
Monash Universities. She now lives in Melbourne, Australia, where she teaches Chinese Literature and runs
eBook Dynasty, a leading publisher of Chinese ebooks, promoting the writings of both English and Chinese
writers as Chinese ebooks.

SHIRLEY CHANG was born in Taipei, Taiwan, in 1974. In 1997 she graduated from Tunghai University
with a BA in Fine Art, going on to obtain an MA in Illustration from the University of Central England in
2000. Her work has been selected in Student Design Year Book 2000, Image26/The Best of British
contemporary illustration 2000, and Calendar 365.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Regina Rodgers:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Dream of the Red Chamber (Illustrated): Complete, with
books 1 and 2. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important a new book The Dream of the Red Chamber (Illustrated): Complete, with books 1 and 2. You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Aaron Mullen:

The publication untitled The Dream of the Red Chamber (Illustrated): Complete, with books 1 and 2 is the
book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Dream of the Red
Chamber (Illustrated): Complete, with books 1 and 2 from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Edward Gilbert:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make



professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is The Dream of the Red Chamber (Illustrated): Complete, with books 1
and 2 this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this
book suited all of you.

Virgie Tauber:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and The Dream of the Red Chamber
(Illustrated): Complete, with books 1 and 2 or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created
for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge.
In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Dream of the Red Chamber
(Illustrated): Complete, with books 1 and 2 to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like
here.
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