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Rudolfo Anaya's personal journey to Tortuga began one desert-hot day when, as
an adolescent, he and some friends were swimming in irrigation ditches. He dove
in, sustaining an injury that put him in the hospital for an arduous period of time.

Tortuga is set in a hospital for crippled children and is based on Anaya's
swimming accident. He explores the significance of pain and suffering in a
young boy's life and the importance of spiritual recovery as well as medical.
Tortuga, or Turtle, is the name of the oddly shaped mountain near the hospital,
but "Tortuga" also points toward the rigid cast that encases the young hero's
body.

In celebration of the twenty-five years since the first edition of Tortuga was
published, Rudolfo Anaya has provided an Afterword to share his memories of
those days in the hospital and how they impacted the remainder of his life.
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Rudolfo Anaya's personal journey to Tortuga began one desert-hot day when, as an adolescent, he and some
friends were swimming in irrigation ditches. He dove in, sustaining an injury that put him in the hospital for
an arduous period of time.

Tortuga is set in a hospital for crippled children and is based on Anaya's swimming accident. He explores the
significance of pain and suffering in a young boy's life and the importance of spiritual recovery as well as
medical. Tortuga, or Turtle, is the name of the oddly shaped mountain near the hospital, but "Tortuga" also
points toward the rigid cast that encases the young hero's body.

In celebration of the twenty-five years since the first edition of Tortuga was published, Rudolfo Anaya has
provided an Afterword to share his memories of those days in the hospital and how they impacted the
remainder of his life.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A highly emotional tale of a young soul who turned from a turtle into a human all within the span of 200
pages."

"Explores the significance of pain and suffering in a young boy's life and the importance of spiritual recovery
as well as medical."

""Tortuga" is one of those rare works that speaks to the human condition across time and space, and it well-
deserves to find a new generation of readers."

"A compelling story of a young man who suffers and learns to make peace with who he is, "Tortuga" has that
touch of magic, of fantastical characters, of dreams as real as sunlight, associated with the best of Chicano
literature."

From the Inside Flap
Anaya shares his memories of the incident which inspired Tortuga in the new Afterword of this 25th
anniversary edition of his literary classic.

About the Author
Rudolfo Anaya, widely acclaimed as one of the founders of modern Chicano literature, is professor emeritus
of English at the University of New Mexico. He is best known for the classic Bless Me Ultima.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carolyn Livingston:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Tortuga: A Novel book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Tortuga: A Novel content conveys thinking
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Tortuga: A Novel is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Harold Felix:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Tortuga: A Novel as the daily resource information.



Lewis Wade:

This Tortuga: A Novel is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information for you who
have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details
accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Tortuga: A Novel in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Charlie Attwood:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Tortuga: A Novel was vibrant and of course has pictures
on there. As we know that book Tortuga: A Novel has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try
to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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