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Every time gardens welcomed us, we said to them,
Aleppo is our aim and you are merely the route.' 
                                                                                          Al-Mutanabbi
 
Aleppo lies in ruins. Its streets are plunged in darkness, most of its population has
fled. But this was once a vibrant world city, where Muslims, Christians and Jews
lived and traded together in peace. Few places are as ancient and diverse as
Aleppo – one of the oldest, continuously inhabited cities in the world –
successively ruled by the Assyrian, Persian, Greek, Roman, Arab, Ottoman and
French empires. Under the Ottomans, it became the empire's third largest city,
after Constantinople and Cairo. It owed its wealth to its position at the end of the
Silk Road, at a crossroads of world trade, where merchants from Venice, Isfahan
and Agra gathered in the largest suq in the Middle East. Throughout the region, it
was famous for its food and its music.  For 400 years British and French consuls
and merchants lived in Aleppo; many of their accounts are used here for the first
time. In the first history of Aleppo in English, Dr Philip Mansel vividly describes
its decline from a pinnacle of cultural and economic power, a poignant testament
to a city shattered by Syria's civil war.
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Every time gardens welcomed us, we said to them,
Aleppo is our aim and you are merely the route.' 
                                                                                          Al-Mutanabbi
 
Aleppo lies in ruins. Its streets are plunged in darkness, most of its population has fled. But this was once a
vibrant world city, where Muslims, Christians and Jews lived and traded together in peace. Few places are as
ancient and diverse as Aleppo – one of the oldest, continuously inhabited cities in the world – successively
ruled by the Assyrian, Persian, Greek, Roman, Arab, Ottoman and French empires. Under the Ottomans, it
became the empire's third largest city, after Constantinople and Cairo. It owed its wealth to its position at the
end of the Silk Road, at a crossroads of world trade, where merchants from Venice, Isfahan and Agra
gathered in the largest suq in the Middle East. Throughout the region, it was famous for its food and its
music.  For 400 years British and French consuls and merchants lived in Aleppo; many of their accounts are
used here for the first time. In the first history of Aleppo in English, Dr Philip Mansel vividly describes its
decline from a pinnacle of cultural and economic power, a poignant testament to a city shattered by Syria's
civil war.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Philip Mansel’s remarkable new history…at once accomplished, entertaining and idiosyncratic…endlessly
enjoyable. Mansel is a profoundly civilised and civilising historian who has spent many years in the Levant.
Elegant and elegiac, Aleppo is a precious monument to a once-splendid city that has been reduced to abject
ruin and misery."

(Justin Marozzi, The Spectator)

"A tragic lament... Let us hope that... Aleppo will benefit from this labour of love and fluent scholarship...
This book helps to keep alive the colour of the souks, the clamour of the Khans and the songs of the cafes…"

(Barnaby Rogerson, Country Life)

About the Author
Philip Mansel is a historian of France and the Middle East. He has lived in Paris, Beirut and Istanbul, and
often visited Aleppo. In 2012 he won the London Library Life in Literature Award, and in 2013 became a
Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres. His most recent publication is The Eagle in Splendour: Inside the Court of
Napoleon (2015). Aleppo: The Rise and Fall of Syria’s Great Merchant City is his third book
on cosmopolitan cities of the Middle East, after Constantinople: City of the World's Desire (1995), on
Istanbul, and Levant: Splendour and Catastrophe on the Mediterranean (2010), on Smyrna, Alexandria and
Beirut.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobby Griffin:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Aleppo: The Rise and Fall of Syria's Great Merchant City
(20151021).

Colleen Greenwood:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can



help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Aleppo: The Rise and Fall of Syria's Great
Merchant City (20151021) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

George Hyler:

The ability that you get from Aleppo: The Rise and Fall of Syria's Great Merchant City (20151021) may be
the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Aleppo: The Rise and Fall of Syria's Great Merchant
City (20151021) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can
be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that Aleppo: The Rise
and Fall of Syria's Great Merchant City (20151021) instantly.

Joan James:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One
of several books in the top record in your reading list is Aleppo: The Rise and Fall of Syria's Great Merchant
City (20151021). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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