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A unique study in American immigration and assimilation history that also
provides a special view of one of the smaller ethnic groups in American society.

Naff focuses on the pre-World War | pioneering generation of Arabic-speaking
immigrants, the generation that set the patterns for settlement and assimilation.
Unlike many immigrants who were drawn to the United States by dreams of
industrial jobs or to escape religious or economic persecution, most of these ar-
tisans and owners of small, disconnected plots of land came to Americato
engage in the enterprise of peddling. Most planned to stay two or three years and
return to their homelands.
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A unique study in American immigration and assimilation history that also provides a special view of one of
the smaller ethnic groups in American society.

Naff focuses on the pre-World War | pioneering generation of Arabic-speaking immigrants, the generation
that set the patterns for settlement and assimilation. Unlike many immigrants who were drawn to the United
States by dreams of industrial jobs or to escape religious or economic persecution, most of these artisans and
owners of small, disconnected plots of land came to Americato engage in the enterprise of peddling. Most
planned to stay two or three years and return to their homelands.
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Editorial Review

Review

"I found Becoming American spellbinding and could not put it down until | finished it."—Farah Gilanshah,
MESA Bulletin

"With scholarly devotion, Alixa Naff reconstructs this sparsely documented history [of Arab immigrants
from the Syrian and L ebanese segments of the Ottoman Empire] mainly from interviews with second-
generation Arabs who provide vivid if somewhat nostalgic recollections of their parents' heroic application
of the Levantine work ethic to the not-dissimilar American way of life."—John D. Y channan, New York
Times

"The best single volume about... perhaps 150,000 immigrants largely from what is now Lebanon who came
before World War I1. Although many Americans. . . write asif the words Arab and Muslim were
synonymous, some 85 percent of these people were Christians."—Roger Daniels, Journal of the West

"With special emphasis on the period 1880 to 1920, and on the role of pack peddling on the economic
mobility and acculturation of the pioneer Arab Americans, Alixa Naff’s work is among the most
comprehensive and interesting studies available on the history of Arab ethnicity in the U.S."—Helen Hatab
Samhan, Middle East Journal

"The importance of women’s economic roles as peddlers and |ater as shopkeepersis emphasized. . .
[Becoming American] is asignificant contribution to the literature on ethnic enterprise and on immigrant
women."—Maxine S. Sellers, American Historical Review

“A masterly piece of writing, which is structured firmly on research findings and original personal
interviews, and which glows with intuitive understanding and scholarly interpretation and conclusions. It
constitutes a highly significant contribution to the history of the Syrian-L ebanese community in the United
States.” —Dr . Afif Tannous

About the Author

Alixa Naff, author of The Arab Americans, an illustrated history for young adults, is donor and curator of the
Faris and Yamna Naff Arab American Collection at the National Museum of American History at the
Smithsonian | nstitution.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Gloria Robey:

The book Becoming American: The Early Arab Immigrant Experience (M.E.R.1. Special Studies) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave the best thing like a book Becoming American: The Early Arab Immigrant Experience (M.E.R.I.
Specia Studies)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many
info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, you could give for each other; you can share al of these. Book Becoming American: The Early Arab
Immigrant Experience (M.E.R.l. Specia Studies) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big
function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by open up and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Walter Godinez:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Becoming American: The Early Arab Immigrant Experience (M.E.R.l. Specia
Studies) book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer connected with Becoming American: The Early Arab Immigrant Experience (M.E.R.I.
Special Studies) content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content but it just different available asit. So, do you nevertheless thinking Becoming
American: The Early Arab Immigrant Experience (M.E.R.1. Special Studies) is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Linda Sandoval:

Isit you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Becoming American: The Early Arab
Immigrant Experience (M.E.R.I. Specia Studies) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know.

Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new erais common not a
geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Edward Donnéelly:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can haveit in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This Becoming American: The Early Arab Immigrant
Experience (M.E.R.I. Specia Studies) can give you alot of buddies because by you investigating this one
book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific
book can be one of astep for you to get success. Thisreserve offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? L et us have
Becoming American: The Early Arab Immigrant Experience (M.E.R.l. Special Studies).
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