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How is contemporary public consciousness of the Holocaust shaped and
communicated? How is commitment to its memory expressed and engendered?
This book offers a close and critical analysis of a range of cultural activities that
mediate the Holocaust for a public increasingly distant from the events of World
War II. Oren Baruch Stier argues that the manner in which those events are
committed to memory, coupled with the fervent dedication to memory exhibited
by many people and institutions, produces distinct memorial mediations of the
Shoah.

Stier discusses how these memorializations emerge, paying attention to the ways
cultural memory is embodied individually, institutionally, and technologically.
He defines and examines four modes of mediation: iconic, videotestimonial,
museological, and ritual-ceremonial. In each context, he analyzes how Holocaust
memory is inscribed, framed, displayed, and performed through a variety of
media in a range of settings. Topics include the use of Holocaust-era railway
cars, Art Spiegelman's Maus volumes, novels by Emily Prager, Martin Amis, and
Elie Wiesel, and a CD-ROM that incorporates excerpts from Holocaust survivor
testimonies. Institutions examined range from Washington's U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum to Los Angeles's Museum of Tolerance, from Yale's
Fortunoff Video Archive for Holocaust Testimonies to the Visual History
Foundation created by Steven Spielberg, to the international teen pilgrimage that
is the March of the Living.

In the end, Committed to Memory asks what role forgetting can and does play in
the memorial landscape, demonstrating how critical attention to our memorial
investments, and to the mechanics and media of memory's construction and
transmission, can uncover what is both gained and lost in these commitments.
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How is contemporary public consciousness of the Holocaust shaped and communicated? How is
commitment to its memory expressed and engendered? This book offers a close and critical analysis of a
range of cultural activities that mediate the Holocaust for a public increasingly distant from the events of
World War II. Oren Baruch Stier argues that the manner in which those events are committed to memory,
coupled with the fervent dedication to memory exhibited by many people and institutions, produces distinct
memorial mediations of the Shoah.

Stier discusses how these memorializations emerge, paying attention to the ways cultural memory is
embodied individually, institutionally, and technologically. He defines and examines four modes of
mediation: iconic, videotestimonial, museological, and ritual-ceremonial. In each context, he analyzes how
Holocaust memory is inscribed, framed, displayed, and performed through a variety of media in a range of
settings. Topics include the use of Holocaust-era railway cars, Art Spiegelman's Maus volumes, novels by
Emily Prager, Martin Amis, and Elie Wiesel, and a CD-ROM that incorporates excerpts from Holocaust
survivor testimonies. Institutions examined range from Washington's U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum to
Los Angeles's Museum of Tolerance, from Yale's Fortunoff Video Archive for Holocaust Testimonies to the
Visual History Foundation created by Steven Spielberg, to the international teen pilgrimage that is the March
of the Living.

In the end, Committed to Memory asks what role forgetting can and does play in the memorial landscape,
demonstrating how critical attention to our memorial investments, and to the mechanics and media of
memory's construction and transmission, can uncover what is both gained and lost in these commitments.
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Editorial Review

Review

Many contemporary scholars -- whether in Holocaust studies or other areas -- plunge into a discussion of
memory, as though the term and its dynamic were universally understood. Stier probes the assumptions and
hypotheses that underlie much discussion of memory in an intelligent and critical way, drawing important
distinctions and giving depth to the ongoing conversation.

(Sara R. Horowitz, author of Voicing the Void: Muteness and Memory in Holocaust Fiction)

A rich and provocative work.... I recommend it with enthusiasm.

(Edward T. Linenthal, author of Preserving Memory: The Struggle to Create America's Holocaust Museum)

From the Publisher
A probing study of the various forms of Holocaust memorialization.

About the Author

Oren Baruch Stier is assistant professor of religious studies and associate director of the Judaic Studies
Program at Florida International University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margo Soares:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Committed
to Memory: Cultural Meditations of the Holocaust suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Committed to Memory: Cultural Meditations of the
Holocaustis a single of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Matthew Sewell:

Typically the book Committed to Memory: Cultural Meditations of the Holocaust will bring that you the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Committed to Memory: Cultural Meditations of
the Holocaust is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so



you can more easily to read the book.

Ana May:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere?
It alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Committed to
Memory: Cultural Meditations of the Holocaust which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's view.

Rita Furguson:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul
or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Committed to Memory: Cultural Meditations of the Holocaust can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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