Detroit City Is the Place to Be: The Afterlife of
an American Metropolis

Read Online ©

Detroit City Isthe Placeto Be: The Afterlife of an American Metropolis By
Mark Binelli

By Mark Binelli

Detroit City Isthe Placeto Be is one of Publishers Weekly's Top 10 Best Books
of 2012

Once America's capitalist dream town, Detroit is our country's greatest urban
failure, having fallen the longest and the farthest?and, finally, into the largest
municipal bankruptcy in U.S. history. But the city's worst crisis yet (and that's
saying something) has managed to do the unthinkable: turn the end of daysinto a
laboratory for the future. Urban planners, land speculators, neopastoral
agriculturalists, and utopian environmentalists?all have been drawn to Detroit's
baroquely decaying, nothing-left-to-lose frontier.

With an eye for both the darkly absurd and the radically new, Detroit-area native
Mark Binelli has chronicled this convergence. Sharp and impassioned, Detroit
City Isthe Place to Beis alive with the sense of possibility that comes when a
city hitsrock bottom. Binelli does not shy away from exploring the violence,
economic devastation, political corruption, and physical ruin that have ravaged
his hometown, but he also offers a glimpse of along-shot future Detroit that is
smaller, less segregated, greener, economically diverse, and better
functioning?what could be the boldest reimagining of a postindustrial city in our
new century.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

For much of the twentieth century, Detroit, dubbed the Motor City, was a proud symbol of the American
entrepreneurial spirit and industrial primacy. In recent decades, it has become a symbol of urban decay
characterized by a ravaged manufacturing base, middle-class flight, and whole neighborhoods plagued by
soaring drug use and crime rates. But Binelli, a contributing editor at Rolling Stone, sees signs of renewal
and hope amid the supposedly barren landscape of his native city. After providing a primer in Detroit history,
from French settlement in the eighteenth century to the growth and decline of the auto industry, Binelli
describes what he hopes will be the seeds of renaissance. There will be no reincarnation of Henry Ford to
spark arevived manufacturing center. Rather, drawn by the opportunity of starting from scratch, Detroit is
attracting an eclectic mix of small-scale risk-takers, including urban planners, creative environmentalists, and
various speculators, sensing opportunities for experimentation. Thisis an engaging and hopeful glimpse of a
city struggling to reinvent itself. --Jay Freeman

From Bookforum

Mark Binelli's excellent Detroit City Is The Place To Beis ostensibly about everyone who didn't leave
Detroit behind. It's a stylish, clear-eyed, subtly absurdist panorama of the contemporary city and the people
who hold it together ... But even as the author focuses on the city's present and future, he also takes stock of
its fraught past—a past that stubbornly resists abandonment. —Will Boisvert

Review

“First thingsfirst: Binelli can really write....A winning combination of humor, skepticism, and sincerity.”
?The New York Times Book Review

“A sharply observed, insightful work of love and fury.” ?The Christian Science Monitor
“Heartbreaking...Darkly funny and prophetic.” ?Rolling Stone

“Magnificent...A crackling rebuttal to ruin porn, those glossy coffee table books that fetishize Detroit's
decay...A clear-eyed look at promising recent devel opments, without any saccharine optimism.” ?The New
York Times

“The single best thing to read if you want to understand what Detroit feels like today.” ?San Francisco
Chronicle

“Binelli is excellent writer and a sensitive and careful reporter....He does agreat job of presenting the arc of
Detroit's 20th century: its rise as automative capital of the world, its economic apex in the 1950s and its
thudding diminishment.” ?The Wall Street Journal

“1 can't think of a better work of nonfiction in 2012 than Mark Binelli's Detroit City isthe Place to
Be....Nothing has come as close to realistically documenting the wackiness of contemporary Detroit.” ?The
New York Observer

“Excellent...A stylish, clear-eyed, subtly absurdist panorama...Binelli's engrossing book captures the beauty
and nobility of Detroit, and the warmth of its communal life amid hardship and chaos. Binelli also takes full


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

measure of the bizarreness of Detroit's predicament--which is also the bizarreness of awhole nation
contemptuously disregarding its achievements.” ?Bookforum

“Mark Bindlli's Detroit City Isthe Place to Beis part history, part explanation and part profile of acity he
knows intimately--he grew up in the Detroit area. Sounds complex? It is, and it should be. The city doesn't
need any more labels or quick summaries. It needs someone to put aface on Detroit, to show that it's not
rolling over and playing dead. Binelli proves he's up to the task in this refreshing, intriguing work.”
?BookPage

“Terrific...A long-overdue and hugely welcome corrective to the one-dimensional narrative of urban decay
that has been spewing out of Detroit roughly since 1970...Binelli is equally skeptical of breathless hype and
received wisdom, and he can also be very funny.” ?The Millions

“Binelli went to Detroit and lived there. Does that sound boring? It's not....Binelli isagood storyteller, an
entertaining historian, and an insightful commenter.” ?Sate

“Remember that trend of major newspapers publishing slideshows of decaying Detroit?...Detroit City Isthe
Place to Be doesn't shy away from these unflattering realities, but it is a far more thoughtful exploration of
what it means to be afallen city. In asense, it isthe antithesis of those lazy slideshows...An impressive
portrait of the city, balancing gumshoe research and interviews, some brisk but thorough history, and anice
dose of personal narrative.” ?Grantland

“Asfascinating as Detroit's current, tentative renaissance is, Binelli masterfully provides a broader story, a
300-year tour through the formerly wondrous and now wondrously devastated metropolis....A wildly
compelling biography of acity aswell as a profound commentary on postindustrial America.” ?Publishers
Weekly (starred review)

“Binglli isacharming writer, and his periodic humorous asides and innate good nature are a welcome
contrast to the darker sections....An informative, often-heartbreaking portrait of a once-great American
metropolis goneto hell.” ?Kirkus Reviews

“1 like Mark Binelli's book alot. He covers the shrinking of Detroit, its downfall from the lofty peak as
Arsena of Democracy, with clear, expository prose and no axe to grind. A firefighter asks the author, ‘Y ou
going fiction or non-fiction? Binelli answers, ‘Non." And the reply comes back, ‘No one's going to believe
it."?” ?Elmore Leonard

“With the acuity of Joan Didion and the controlled hilarity of lan Frazier, Mark Binelli investigates the
portents and absurdities of America's most infamous urban calamity. Exhilarating in scope, irresistible for its
intricate, scrupulous portraiture, Detroit City |s the Place to Be is the masterful performance of one of our
generation's most humane and brilliant writers.” AVells Tower, author of Everything Ravaged, Everything
Burned

“Let'sfaceit. Detroit City is not the place to be. But if you care about Americayou have to seeit, to walk its
desolate streets, to talk to the people who make it their home, to hear what it means to live on the wrong side
of the post-industria divide. And you're not going to find a smarter, tougher, more entertaining guide than
Mark Binelli. If you give adamn you've got to read this book.” ?Kevin Boyle, author of Arc of Justice: A
Saga of Race, Civil Rights and Murder in the Jazz Age

“At once hilarious and sharp, sweeping and intimate, Detroit City Isthe Place to Beis an oddly delighted
warning from the recent future. Mark Binelli writes with the tender scrutiny of areturning exile, in astyle
that manages to infuse Rolling Stone vigor with Spy wit, Baffler skepticism, and n+ 1 intelligence. Thisisa



nonfiction novel about our American experiment--grand and grandiose, unprecedented and absurd--and it's
the most entertaining and persuasive book about this country I'veread in avery long time.” ?Gideon Lewis-
Kraus, author of A Sense of Direction: Pilgrimage for the Restless and Hopeless

“Mark Bindlli has succeeded in synthesizing both the tragedy and absurdity that Detroiters face each and
every day in Americas fastest shrinking city. Y es, things are dire in Motor City, but the author refuses to
perform an autopsy on a place that still radiates rage, pride, hustle, and hope. Detroit, he discovers, is very
much alive.” ?Heidi Ewing, director of Detropia

“Before turning the buffalo (or the artists) loose on the haunted prairie that was once Detroit, we should
ponder why a great American metropolis was allowed to die. Mark Binelli, Motor City native returned,
provides a picaresque but unflinchingly honest look at the crime scene. Like Richard Pryor, he hastherare
talent to make you laugh and cry at the sametime.” ?Mike Davis, author of Ecology of Fear

“Mark Bindlli isafirst-rate reporter, gifted with the ability to get amost anybody to open up. Detroit City Is
the Place to Beis searching, wide-angle, honest, deeply moving, and unshakably dark. It isavivid dlice of
our time and implies a disquieting prophecy of the future.” ?Luc Sante, author of Low Life: Lures and Shares
of Old New York

“Detroit City isthe Place to Beisabrilliant kaleidoscope of everything that is great, broken, inspiring, heart-
breaking, and ultimately remarkable about Detroit. Thisis a portrait of a city unlike anything you've read--
funny, profoundly intimate, with characters who lodge themselves into your heart and mind. Mark Binelli
has turned the story of Detroit, and by extension America, into a glorious, unforgettable work of art.”
?Dinaw Mengestu, author of How to Read the Air

“First thingsfirst: Binelli can really write....A winning combination of humor, skepticism, and sincerity.”
?The New York Times Book Review

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Frances Heath:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Detroit City Isthe Place to Be: The
Afterlife of an American Metropolis will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book
with you?

Sheila Cyr:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for awhile
isreading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than



other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Detroit City Isthe
Place to Be: The Afterlife of an American Metropolis book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

James Stumbaugh:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Detroit City Is
the Place to Be: The Afterlife of an American Metropolis suitable to you? The book was written by popular
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Detroit City Isthe Place to Be: The Afterlife of an American
Metropolisisasingle of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before.
The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of
this e-book. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

James Reed:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book
entitled Detroit City Is the Place to Be: The Afterlife of an American Metropolis your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Detroit City Isthe Place to Be: The Afterlife of an
American Metropolis giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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