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William K. Emerson’s Encyclopedia of United States Army Insignia and
Uniforms is the first comprehensive, well-illustrated, fully researched, and
completely documented history of U.S. Army branch insignia and the uniforms
on which those insignia were worn. More than two thousand photographs
illustrate the actual branch insignia used by men and women of the U.S. Army
during war and peace from American independence to the present. This book
tells the story of the major army branches - infantry, artillery, cavalry, and
engineers - as well as the service and support branches comprising doctors and
nurses, chaplains, musicians, quartermasters, military police, and the many others
whom have made up the U.S. Army.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Emerson, a retired U.S. Army lieutenant colonel, is the author of Chevrons, a detailed book on U.S. Army
insignia, and a member of many collectors organizations. This massive reference book is intended for
researchers, historians, collectors, dealers, and curators. It covers insignia and uniforms of the U.S. Army
from 1782 to the present. Before insignia became common, the design of the uniform was especially
important in identifying nationality and branch of service. Thus, one-third of this book is devoted to the
study of uniforms, and two-thirds covers insignia. The book is divided into 22 sections and 80 chapters that
are arranged to allow the identification of like objects (e.g., section 8, Musician's Insignias; chapter 13,
"Lyres"; chapter 14, "Bugles, Horns, and Trumpets"). Coverage includes all branches of the army and
everything from field clothing to dress uniforms. Insignia and uniforms for chaplins, medical personnel,
foreign units, Indians, and women are covered in detail. The text is profusely illustrated with more than
2,000 black-and-white photographs and occasional line drawings. The illustrations are appropriately placed
throughout the text and frequently show the items being worn. In an appendix is a well-illustrated seven-page
essay on insignia fasteners. The bibliography has 249 listings for books, government documents, periodicals,
and catalogs. Also assisting users is a nine-page index with appropriate see and see also references. Italic
designations for illustrations in the index are hard to distinguish from regular type.

The only comparable work is the much smaller Military Dress of North America, 1665^-1970 by Windro
(Scribner, 1973). It contains approximately 100 color and line drawings and 100 black-and-white
photographs. Approximately one-third of that book is devoted to coverage of pre-Revolutionary armies in
North America. Except for this small time period, Emerson is far more extensive in coverage and detail.
Academic, public, and special libraries will want to consider this excellent book for their collections.

From the Back Cover
William K. Emerson's Encyclopedia of United States Army Insignia and Uniforms is the first
comprehensive, well-illustrated, fully researched, and completely documented history of U.S. Army branch
insignia and the uniforms on which those insignia were worn. More than two thousand photographs illustrate
the actual branch insignia used by men and women of the U.S. Army during war and peace from American
independence to the present. This book tells the story of the major army branches - infantry, artillery,
cavalry, and engineers - as well as the service and support branches comprising doctors and nurses,
chaplains, musicians, quartermasters, military police, and the many others who have made up the U.S. Army.
Insignia worn by all soldiers, such as eagles, devices with the letters US, and other letters and numbers, are
also described and illustrated. Historians, military collectors, military reenactors, antique dealers and
collectors, costume specialists, army veterans and buffs, and those simply interested in the history of the U.S.
Army will find this book a useful and fascinating reference tool. It will become the standard reference for
quick and accurate identification and dating of insignia and uniforms.

About the Author

William K. Emerson is a former U.S. Army officer and program manager for various defense engineering
firms. A recognized specialist on army material culture, Emerson is the author of Encyclopedia of United
States Army Insignia and Uniforms, also published by the University of Oklahoma Press.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Grant:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Encyclopedia of United
States Army Insignia and Uniforms. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Theodore Stewart:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Encyclopedia of United States Army Insignia and Uniforms, you can tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Gay Swiderski:

The particular book Encyclopedia of United States Army Insignia and Uniforms has a lot info on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after reading this book.

Lorraine Cox:

This Encyclopedia of United States Army Insignia and Uniforms is brand new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Encyclopedia of United States Army Insignia and Uniforms can be the light food for you because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form
that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.
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