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African American records of the Gold Rush are rare, as are underground railroad
accounts from those fleeing to freedom; yet here is the account of a self-taught
escaped slave and underground railroad worker who also succumbed to the lure
of the California Gold Rush. James Williams was all of these things and more, a
fascinating individual who in this memoir manages to cram more life into fewer
pages than almost anyone has before or since – a habit of traveling light that
served him well. We learn about Williams's birth and escape from the South and
his travels and exciting experiences on the West Coast in the mid-nineteenth
century. We become privy to his views on the many people he met, including
Chinese immigrants, and his observations on notable events of his time, such as
the Modoc War in California.
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African American records of the Gold Rush are rare, as are underground railroad accounts from those fleeing
to freedom; yet here is the account of a self-taught escaped slave and underground railroad worker who also
succumbed to the lure of the California Gold Rush. James Williams was all of these things and more, a
fascinating individual who in this memoir manages to cram more life into fewer pages than almost anyone
has before or since – a habit of traveling light that served him well. We learn about Williams's birth and
escape from the South and his travels and exciting experiences on the West Coast in the mid-nineteenth
century. We become privy to his views on the many people he met, including Chinese immigrants, and his
observations on notable events of his time, such as the Modoc War in California.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The most remarkable of all Gold Rush chronicles, being the adventures of an escaped slave in the mines of
California, and his later experiences. This is one to get!"—Council Fires: The Publication for Western
Americana Enthusiasts
(Council Fires)

About the Author

Malcolm J. Rohrbough is a professor of history at the University of Iowa. His books include Days of Gold:
The California Gold Rush and The American Nation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roger Cowen:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be Fugitive Slave in the Gold Rush: Life and Adventures of James Williams
(Blacks in the American West) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

William Pak:

This Fugitive Slave in the Gold Rush: Life and Adventures of James Williams (Blacks in the American
West) is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always
deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using
great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can
have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Fugitive Slave in the Gold Rush: Life and
Adventures of James Williams (Blacks in the American West) in your hand like having the world in your
arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen small
right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still
doubt that?

Paul Avila:

Beside this specific Fugitive Slave in the Gold Rush: Life and Adventures of James Williams (Blacks in the



American West) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Fugitive Slave in the Gold Rush:
Life and Adventures of James Williams (Blacks in the American West) because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come
on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and
also read it from at this point!

Elizabeth Villalobos:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book Fugitive Slave in the Gold Rush: Life and Adventures of James Williams (Blacks in the
American West) we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must
prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt
to change your life with this book Fugitive Slave in the Gold Rush: Life and Adventures of James Williams
(Blacks in the American West). You can more inviting than now.
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