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Urban shrinkage is rising to the top of the political agenda in Europe as more
cities are shrinking in the prolonged economic downturn we encounter. Coupled
with unprecedented budgetary austerity and rapidly ageing populations,
‘stagnating’ and ‘shrinking’ cities have emerged as a key challenge for policy
and practice for decades to come. Local actors need to find new ways of
collaborating across sectors, agencies and disciplines to unlock opportunities for
interventions that mitigate the worst effects of urban shrinkage and long-term
decline.

Future Directions for the European Shrinking City focuses on policy and
planning interventions that can be taken by municipalities and their local
stakeholders to tackle stagnation and decline. With case studies from a range of
European countries this book proposes ways to tackle shrinkage through
governance, policy, planning, social, economic and management interventions.

Edited by William J.V. Neill and Hans Schlappa, this book is ideally suited for
policy makers and practitioners in urban planning, regeneration, and economic
development dealing with pressing spatial and socio-economic issues on a
European scale.
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Urban shrinkage is rising to the top of the political agenda in Europe as more cities are shrinking in the
prolonged economic downturn we encounter. Coupled with unprecedented budgetary austerity and rapidly
ageing populations, ‘stagnating’ and ‘shrinking’ cities have emerged as a key challenge for policy and
practice for decades to come. Local actors need to find new ways of collaborating across sectors, agencies
and disciplines to unlock opportunities for interventions that mitigate the worst effects of urban shrinkage
and long-term decline.

Future Directions for the European Shrinking City focuses on policy and planning interventions that can be
taken by municipalities and their local stakeholders to tackle stagnation and decline. With case studies from a
range of European countries this book proposes ways to tackle shrinkage through governance, policy,
planning, social, economic and management interventions.

Edited by William J.V. Neill and Hans Schlappa, this book is ideally suited for policy makers and
practitioners in urban planning, regeneration, and economic development dealing with pressing spatial and
socio-economic issues on a European scale.
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Editorial Review

Review

"You will find in this book key answers for the dilemma that half of European cities are facing: How to deal
with "shrinking" when expansion and growth were always the only way for decision makers and
practitioners envisioned the future of their cities? How to develop a liveable city with this new paradigm and
to transform threats in opportunities? With a variety of contributions, the authors call for new governance
and strategy at the city level to bring together physical, social and economic interventions. They clearly
confirm the priorities for 2014-2020 of European programmes on exchange and learning, like URBACT III,
based on their experience." –Emmanuel Moulin, Head of the URBACT Secretariat

"Shrinking cities are a pressing contemporary challenge for urban planners, designers, and policymakers in
postindustrial societies around the globe. Highlighting European innovations in the social and governmental
sectors, William Neill and Hans Schlappa’s volume will be a valuable resource for academics, practitioners,
and citizens concerned with urban revitalization." –Brent D. Ryan, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

"While contemporary urban studies and policy are seemingly obsessed with city growth, this landmark
collection focuses on the flipside of decline. In Future Directions for the European Shrinking City, William
J.V. Neill and Hans Schlappa have convened key international voices, analysing the causes, predicaments
and the paths ahead for cities confronting shrinkage. This is a critical text for cross-disciplinary scholarship,
debates and policy deliberation." –Andy Pike, Newcastle University

"The mega-trends of shrinkage across Europe’s urban landscapes are clear. What we struggle with is how to
tackle the complexity of challenges involved in making Europe’s shrinking cities liveable again. Neill and
Schlappa address the issue directly by providing the reader with a vivid tapestry of workable strategies and
practical solutions. We need more books like this one." –Vlad Mykhnenko, University of Birmingham

About the Author

William J. V. Neill is Emeritus Professor of Spatial Planning at the University of Aberdeen. He previously
held academic appointments at the University of Manchester and Queen’s University Belfast. He completed
a master’s degree in Urban Planning from the University of Michigan and completed his PhD at the
University of Nottingham. He worked as an urban planner for the State of Michigan in the 1970s and 1980s
with a particular focus on the shrinking city of Detroit. He is a former Council member of the Royal Town
Planning Institute and was recently a member of an EU urban expert (URBACT) group on the future of
European shrinking cities.

Hans Schlappa is Senior Lecturer in Strategic Management at the University of Hertfordshire. He worked at
Aston University and Coventry University before joining Hertfordshire Business School in 2010. Dr
Schlappa has led a number of European knowledge transfer projects concerned with urban regeneration and
undertaken research for the Home Office, Department of Work and Pensions, Regional Government Offices
and Regional Development Agencies as well as a wide range of not-for-profit organisations in the UK. His
current research includes projects on leadership in the co-production of public services, social inclusion and
community development through place-making, and strategic leadership of cities suffering from long-term
decline. Prior to his academic appointments Dr Schlappa managed the development and delivery of a wide



range of socio-economic regeneration initiatives in the UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cheryl Dawkins:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Future Directions for the European Shrinking City (RTPI Library
Series) book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer regarding Future Directions for the European Shrinking City (RTPI Library Series)
content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Future Directions for
the European Shrinking City (RTPI Library Series) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Lori Morgan:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Future Directions for the
European Shrinking City (RTPI Library Series) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Susan Woods:

The reserve untitled Future Directions for the European Shrinking City (RTPI Library Series) is the book
that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
you. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to
your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Future Directions for the
European Shrinking City (RTPI Library Series) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Robert Burmeister:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and Future Directions for the European Shrinking City (RTPI
Library Series) or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially.
Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book
likes Future Directions for the European Shrinking City (RTPI Library Series) to make your spare time far



more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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