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Our government isfailing us. From health care to immigration, from the deficit
to climate change, our political institutions have long shown that they are
incapable of meeting the challenges of modern society. Why the dysfunction?

In Relic, William Howell and Terry Moe point to the Constitution as the main
culprit. The framers designed a government for a simple, agrarian society—and
that government is unsuited to a huge, complex, post-industrial nation the
founders did not even remotely foresee. Howell and Moe argue that we need a
second Progressive movement to bring reform to American government, above
all by strengthening the power of the president. Relic challenges usto reconsider
the very foundation of our political system, shedding new light on what is wrong
with our government and what can be done about it.
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Editorial Review

Review

Advance Praisefor Rdlic:

“Focused, committed, convincing, and composed in moderate language that will appeal to those all along the
political continuum.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“Howell and Moe make the bold and trenchant argument that the dysfunctions of American government lie
squarely in the powers that the Founding Fathers gave Congress, and that the solution is to dramatically shift
the balance of power to the executive. This book is sure to trigger an important debate, precisely because its
fundamental analysisis so correct.”

—Francis Fukuyama, Stanford University, and author of Political Order and Palitical Decay

“Clear-eyed and unapologetic, Howell and Moeinsist that our nation’s political woes stem not from our
polarized political class but from an outdated Constitution. Anyone interested in our nation’s political health
will profit from exploring their bracing vision of how that Constitution now protects particularistic interests
and propagates dysfunction.”

—Paul Pierson, UC Berkeley, and coauthor of the New York Times bestseller Winner-Take-All Politics

“Howell and Moe deserve immense credit for ‘ connecting the dots’ between our dangerously dysfunctional
political system and an outmoded Constitution. One can only admire their willingness to challenge the cult of
the Constitution that afflicts our political culture and hope that their book gets the widespread attention that it
so richly deserves.”

—Sanford Levinson, University of Texas Law School, and author of Framed: America’'s 51
Constitutions and the Crisis of Governance

“Howell and Moe deliver the most concise, devastating account of congressional failure that | have ever
read. In calling for a constitutional amendment that would increase the president’ s power over the legidative
process, they have set the terms of debate for yearsto come.”

—Eric Posner, University of Chicago

“Of all the books seeking to explain the decline of our political institutions, this one—from two of our best
presidential scholars—might be the most radical. The problem, William Howell and Terry Moe argue, is that
the Constitution fundamentally misdesigned Congress. Their cure for this mistake: a President with far
greater control over the legidative process. For a daring argument about the future of American government,
here’ s your book.”

—Richard H. Pildes, Sudler Family Professor of Constitutional Law at NY U School of Law

"Marshaling an ingtitutional imagination, Relic urgently contends that the Constitution should be revised to
confer 'fast-track' powers on presidents to help American democracy successfully address our most pressing
problems. Especially for those of uswishing to fortify Congress, this provocative call for amore formidable



presidency offers a strongly-argued challenge. L et the debate begin!"
—IlraKatznelson, author of Fear Itself: The New Deal and the Origins of Our Time

“Timely, accessible and provocative, Relic is essential reading for scholars, policymakers, and ordinary
citizens concerned about whether their government is up to emerging challenges like global terrorism, rising
inequality, and climate change.”

—Eric Patashnik, Professor of Public Palicy and Palitics, University of Virginia and author of Reforms
at Risk

About the Author

William Howell isthe Sydney Stein Professor in American Politics at the University of Chicago. His The
Wartime President won the William Riker award for the best book in political economy.

Terry Moeisthe William Bennett Munro Professor of Political Science at Stanford University and a senior
fellow at the Hoover Institution. Moe is a member of the American Academy of Artsand Sciences.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
George Cornelius:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
usto learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some peoplereally feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Relic: How Our Constitution Undermines Effective Government--and
Why We Need a More Powerful Presidency.

Melvin Bragg:

The actual book Relic: How Our Constitution Undermines Effective Government--and Why We Need a
More Powerful Presidency will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
describe theideais very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The
book Relic: How Our Constitution Undermines Effective Government--and Why We Need a More Powerful
Presidency is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site,
S0 you can more easily to read the book.

Dawn Dustin:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work this
isdifficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside ook likes.
Maybe you answer could be Relic: How Our Constitution Undermines Effective Government--and Why We
Need a More Powerful Presidency why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the



content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

L eonel Burton:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. Aswe know those books have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could a so bring us to around the world. With the
book Relic: How Our Constitution Undermines Effective Government--and Why We Need a More Powerful
Presidency we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must
choose to read abook. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to
change your life with this book Relic: How Our Constitution Undermines Effective Government--and Why
We Need a More Powerful Presidency. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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