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This edited volume addresses the root causes of Africa's persistent poverty
through an investigation of its longue durée history. It interrogates the African
past through disease and demography, institutions and governance, African
economies and the impact of the export slave trade, colonialism, Africa in the
world economy, and culture's influence on accumulation and investment. Several
of the chapters take a comparative perspective, placing Africa's developments
aside other global patterns. The readership for this book spans from the informed
lay reader with an interest in Africa, academics and undergraduate and graduate
students, policy makers, and those in the development world.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A cast of formidable scholars has written a powerful book with provocative propositions on development,
the core of African modernity, brilliantly revealing its long roots and complexities in time, culture, people,
and institutions. This will serve as an engaging teaching text for students and compelling instructional tool
for policy makers."
Toyin Falola, Jacob and Frances Mossiker Chair in the Humanities, University of Texas, Austin

"It has long been time for Africa to be inserted into the Europe-Asia "great divergence" debate. This volume,
containing contributions from the leading practitioners of African economic history, sets us firmly upon such
a voyage."
Ralph A. Austen, Professor Emeritus, University of Chicago

"Africa's economic and political history is a challenge to most well-established approaches in economics and
political science. This book has much to teach and will inspire anybody interested in confronting that
challenge."
Daron Acemoglu, Elizabeth and James Killian Professor of Economics, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology

"The authors have done a great job assembling an excellent group of papers dealing with today's economic
development issues through a historical prism. All the key areas are touched upon, with the political
economy, health, social capital and trust issues all discussed. A really wonderful book on African
development."
Yaw Nyarko, New York University

'This volume provides plenty of food for thought ... and it is to be hoped that it is not the last of its kind.'
Felicitas Becker, Comparativ

About the Author
Emmanuel Akyeampong is a Professor of History and of Africa and African American Studies at Harvard
University. He is the former editor of the Journal of African History and of African Diaspora and the author
or editor of several books, including Drink, Power and Cultural Change: A Social History of Alcohol in
Ghana (1996); Between the Sea and the Lagoon: An Eco-Social History of the Anglo of Southeastern Ghana
(2001); Themes in West Africa's History (2006); and Dictionary of African Biography, 6 volumes (2013).
Professor Akyeampong is an Editorial Advisory Board Member of Economic History of Developing
Regions, the International Journal of African Historical Studies, the Journal of African History, and Social
History of Medicine.

Robert H. Bates is Eaton Professor of the Science of Government at Harvard University. His research
focuses on the political economy of development, particularly in Africa, and on violence and state failure.
Professor Bates has conducted field work in Zambia, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Colombia, and Brazil. He
currently serves as a researcher and resource person with the Africa Economic Research Consortium,
Nairobi, and as a member of the Political Instability Task Force of the United States government. Among his
most recent books are Analytic Narratives with Avner Greif, Margaret Levi, Jean-Laurent Rosenthal, and
Barry Weingast (1998); When Things Fell Apart (Cambridge University Press, 2008); and Prosperity and



Violence (2009).

Nathan Nunn is a Professor of Economics at Harvard University. His primary research interests are in
economic history, economic development, political economy, and international trade. He is an NBER
Faculty Research Fellow, a Research Fellow at BREAD, and a Faculty Associate at Harvard's Weatherhead
Center for International Affairs. He is also currently co-editor of the Journal of Development Economics.

James Robinson is the David Florence Professor of Government at Harvard University. He is the co-author,
with Daron Acemoglu, of the book Economic Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy, published by
Cambridge University Press in 2006, which was awarded the 2007 Woodrow Wilson Foundation Award by
the American Political Science Association for 'the best book published in the United States during the prior
year on government, politics, or international affairs'. He edited the book Natural Experiments in History
with the geographer and ecologist Jared Diamond in 2010. His most recent book, also written with Daron
Acemoglu, is entitled Why Nations Fail and was declared one of the ten best books of 2012 by the
Washington Post and is already being translated into 23 languages, including Arabic and Mongolian. His
main research interests are in political economy, comparative economic development, and economic history
with a focus on sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Sims:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Africa's Development in Historical Perspective.
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new
book Africa's Development in Historical Perspective. You can add information and of course you can around
the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Camille Wolfe:

The e-book with title Africa's Development in Historical Perspective has a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how
the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Titus Johnson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Africa's Development in Historical
Perspective was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Africa's
Development in Historical Perspective has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not



at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose
the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.

Roberta Lawrence:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Africa's Development in Historical
Perspective to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open
up a book and read it. Beside that the e-book Africa's Development in Historical Perspective can to be your
new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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