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Millions of Egyptian men, women, and children first experienced industrial
work, urban life, and the transition from peasant-based and handcraft cultures to
factory organization and hierarchy in the years between the two world wars.
Their strugglesto live in new places, inhabit new customs, and establish and
abide by new urban norms and moral and gender orders underlie the story of the
making of modern urban life—a story that has not been previoudly told from the
perspective of Egypt’sworking class.

Reconstructing the ordinary urban experiences of workersin a-Mahalla al-
Kubra, home of the largest and most successful Egyptian textile factory,
Industrial Sexuality investigates how the industrial urbanization of Egypt
transformed masculine and feminine identities, sexualities, and public morality.
Basing her account on archival sources that no researcher has previously used,
Hanan Hammad describes how coercive industrial organization and hierarchy
concentrated thousands of men, women, and children at work and at home under
the authority of unfamiliar men, thus intensifying sexual harassment, child
molestation, prostitution, and public exposure of private heterosexual and
homosexual relationships. By juxtaposing these socia experiences of daily life
with national modernist discourses, Hammad demonstrates that ordinary
industrial workers, handloom weavers, street vendors, lower-class landladies, and
prostitutes—no less than the middle and upper classes—played akey rolein
shaping the Egyptian experience of modernity.
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Millions of Egyptian men, women, and children first experienced industrial work, urban life, and the
transition from peasant-based and handcraft cultures to factory organization and hierarchy in the years
between the two world wars. Their strugglesto live in new places, inhabit new customs, and establish and
abide by new urban norms and moral and gender orders underlie the story of the making of modern urban
life—a story that has not been previously told from the perspective of Egypt’s working class.

Reconstructing the ordinary urban experiences of workersin al-Mahalla al-Kubra, home of the largest and
most successful Egyptian textile factory, Industrial Sexuality investigates how the industrial urbanization of
Egypt transformed masculine and feminine identities, sexualities, and public morality. Basing her account on
archival sources that no researcher has previously used, Hanan Hammad describes how coercive industrial
organization and hierarchy concentrated thousands of men, women, and children at work and at home under
the authority of unfamiliar men, thus intensifying sexual harassment, child molestation, prostitution, and
public exposure of private heterosexual and homosexual relationships. By juxtaposing these social
experiences of daily life with national modernist discourses, Hammad demonstrates that ordinary industrial
workers, handloom weavers, street vendors, lower-class landladies, and prostitutes—no less than the middle
and upper classes—played a key role in shaping the Egyptian experience of modernity.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Industrial Sexuality isabrilliant and highly original social history of modern Egypt. Hammad brings
together Egyptian industrial workers, rural migrants, poor urban landladies, prostitutes, and elite factory
owners to demonstrate complex social transformationsin daily life, paying particular attention to struggles
surrounding gender and sexuality, class and communal identities." (Omnia El Shakry, University of
Californiaat Davis, author of The Great Social Laboratory: Subjects of Knowledge in Colonial and
Postcolonial Egypt)

"With the publication of Industrial Sexuality, Hanan Hammad secures a leading place among North
America’ s socia historians of modern Egypt. | find the book simply breathtaking, and | can think of literally
no other text on Egyptian history that provides the richly textured, ground-level account of the social
dynamics of aprovincia city that Industrial Sexuality provides." (Paul Sedra, Associate Professor of History,
Simon Fraser University)

"Hammad' s book is a beautiful microhistory of aplace, one of the best histories of labor | have ever read,
and also awonderful exemplar of gender history." (Liat Kozma, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, author of
Palicing Egyptian Women: Sex, Law, and Medicine in Egypt 1850-1882)

About the Author
Hanan Hammad is an associate professor of the Middle East and Islamic world at Texas Christian
University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Karen Arsenault:

The reserve untitled Industrial Sexuality: Gender, Urbanization, and Socia Transformation in Egypt is the
book that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown
to you. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did alot of study when write the book, so the information that they share
to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Industrial Sexuality: Gender,
Urbanization, and Social Transformation in Egypt from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy
freetime.

Kathleen Allen:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Industrial Sexuality: Gender,
Urbanization, and Social Transformation in Egypt is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus
there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.



Joseph Fulker son:

Isit a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Industrial Sexuality: Gender,
Urbanization, and Socia Transformation in Egypt can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
Y ou are thus out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this brand-new erais common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Patricia Phipps:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Industrial Sexuality: Gender, Urbanization, and Social
Transformation in Egypt or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those publications are hel ping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Industrial Sexuality: Gender, Urbanization, and Social Transformation in Egypt to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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