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Ise monogatari is one of classical Japan’s most important texts. It influenced
other literary court romances like The Tale of Genji and inspired artists,
playwrights, and poets throughout Japanese history and to the present day.

In a series of 125 loosely connected episodes, the Ise tells the story of a famous
lover, Captain Ariwara no Narihira (825–880), and his romantic encounters with
women throughout Japan. Each episode centers on an exchange of love poems
designed to demonstrate wit, sensitivity, and "courtliness."

Joshua Mostow and Royall Tyler present a fresh, contemporary translation of this
classic work, together with a substantial commentary for each episode. The
commentary explores how the text has been read in the past and identifies not
only the point of each episode, but also the full range of historical interpretations,
many of which shaped the use of the Ise in later literary and visual arts. The book
includes reproductions from a version of the 1608 Saga-bon printed edition of the
Ise, the volume that established Ise iconography for the entire Edo period
(1600–1868).
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Ise monogatari is one of classical Japan’s most important texts. It influenced other literary court romances
like The Tale of Genji and inspired artists, playwrights, and poets throughout Japanese history and to the
present day.

In a series of 125 loosely connected episodes, the Ise tells the story of a famous lover, Captain Ariwara no
Narihira (825–880), and his romantic encounters with women throughout Japan. Each episode centers on an
exchange of love poems designed to demonstrate wit, sensitivity, and "courtliness."

Joshua Mostow and Royall Tyler present a fresh, contemporary translation of this classic work, together with
a substantial commentary for each episode. The commentary explores how the text has been read in the past
and identifies not only the point of each episode, but also the full range of historical interpretations, many of
which shaped the use of the Ise in later literary and visual arts. The book includes reproductions from a
version of the 1608 Saga-bon printed edition of the Ise, the volume that established Ise iconography for the
entire Edo period (1600–1868).
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Editorial Review

Review
Mostow and Tyler have provided us with a translation and commentary that offers perhaps the richest
imaginable harvesting of the fruits of [previous] scholars' labours in a monograph of this size. . . . The
reading experience of this new translation is thoroughly embedded in the newest scholarship. The inclusion
of the complete set of illustrative woodblock prints from 1608 not only lightens this reading experience, but
is an essential part of the reception history strength of the commentary. . . . Without a doubt, the major
contribution of this commentary is its explicit engagement with the extensive Japanese commentary tradition
of all periods, ensuring that this will be the reference translation of choice not just for scholars working on
the Heian era, but for readers and scholars interested in other eras and in other disciplines. . . . General
readers will appreciate the breadth of cultural coverage and the readability of both translation and
commentary. Researchers will find it indispensable.-- "Japan Forum"

An excellent translation with clear, readable prose, and well-wrought poems. Even more useful is [the]
concise description of the long and convoluted reception history of this important but perplexing text.--
"CHOICE"

Review
Mostow and Tyler have provided us with a translation and commentary that offers perhaps the richest
imaginable harvesting of the fruits of [previous] scholars’ labours in a monograph of this size. . . . The
reading experience of this new translation is thoroughly embedded in the newest scholarship. The inclusion
of the complete set of illustrative woodblock prints from 1608 not only lightens this reading experience, but
is an essential part of the reception history strength of the commentary. . . . Without a doubt, the major
contribution of this commentary is its explicit engagement with the extensive Japanese commentary tradition
of all periods, ensuring that this will be the reference translation of choice not just for scholars working on
the Heian era, but for readers and scholars interested in other eras and in other disciplines. . . . General
readers will appreciate the breadth of cultural coverage and the readability of both translation and
commentary. Researchers will find it indispensable. (Japan Forum)

An excellent translation with clear, readable prose, and well-wrought poems. Even more useful is [the]
concise description of the long and convoluted reception history of this important but perplexing text.
(CHOICE)

About the Author
Royall Tyler is the most recent translator of The Tale of Genji (Penguin, 2001). He lives in Australia.

Joshua S. Mostow is professor of Asian studies at the University of British Columbia, Vancouver.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Bell:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This



reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if
you want sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The Ise
Stories: Ise monogatari is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

John Newton:

The particular book The Ise Stories: Ise monogatari will bring one to the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this
book very ideal to you. The book The Ise Stories: Ise monogatari is much recommended to you to study. You
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Michael Hansen:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
The Ise Stories: Ise monogatari your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before.
The The Ise Stories: Ise monogatari giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head
but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

William Vong:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve
that need more time to be read. The Ise Stories: Ise monogatari can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by you who have those short free time problems.
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