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“The fusion of text with music is one of the most powerful methods by which a
composer can express emotion to an audience, yet, al too often, the diction of
choral groupsis lacking to such a degree as to make the text unintelligible.” So
argues Duane R. Karna, who in The Use of the International Phonetic Alphabet
in the Choral Rehearsal brings together 30 essays by experts from around the
world to describe how the character symbols of the International Phonetic
Alphabet (IPA) can be used by singersin the choral rehearsal.

In an effort to conquer one of the greatest challenges facing choral directors and
their choirs, contributors explore the use of the IPA system in avast range of
languages. Readers will find essays devoted to the use of 1PA on matters of lyric
diction for the following tongues. Baltic Languages, Basgue, Brazilian
Portuguese, Chinese, Dutch, Ecclesiastical Latin, English, Finnish, French,
Georgian, German, Germanic Latin, Greek, Hawaiian, Hebrew, Hungarian,
Italian, Japanese, Korean, Norwegian, Polish, Romanian, Russian, Spanish,
Swahili, and Swedish. Holding firmly to the belief that basic instruction in IPA
character is part of achoir'straining, Karna and his contributors see enormous
potential for choirs to expand considerably their foreign-language repertoire and
save considerable rehearsal time.

The Use of the International Phonetic Alphabet in the Choral Rehearsal isthe
ideal primer for choral directors and choirmasters as well as choir members.
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“The fusion of text with music is one of the most powerful methods by which a composer can express
emotion to an audience, yet, all too often, the diction of choral groupsis lacking to such a degree asto make
the text unintelligible.” So argues Duane R. Karna, who in The Use of the International Phonetic Alphabet in
the Choral Rehearsal brings together 30 essays by experts from around the world to describe how the
character symbols of the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) can be used by singers in the choral
rehearsal.

In an effort to conquer one of the greatest challenges facing choral directors and their choirs, contributors
explore the use of the IPA system in avast range of languages. Readers will find essays devoted to the use of
IPA on matters of lyric diction for the following tongues: Baltic Languages, Basgue, Brazilian Portuguese,
Chinese, Dutch, Ecclesiastical Latin, English, Finnish, French, Georgian, German, Germanic Latin, Greek,
Hawaiian, Hebrew, Hungarian, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Norwegian, Polish, Romanian, Russian, Spanish,
Swahili, and Swedish. Holding firmly to the belief that basic instruction in IPA character is part of a choir's
training, Karna and his contributors see enormous potential for choirs to expand considerably their foreign-
language repertoire and save considerable rehearsal time.

The Use of the International Phonetic Alphabet in the Choral Rehearsal isthe ideal primer for choral
directors and choirmasters as well as choir members.
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Editorial Review

Review

The Use of the International Phonetic Alphabet in the Choral Rehearsal addresses a great need in the area of
choral musicians: the ability to use diction in their practice and performance in order to enhance the
pronunciation of the words that blend with the music. Asthe editor states, "All too often, the diction of
choral groupsis lacking to such a degree as to make the text unintelligible" (back cover). It isthe editors
hope that implementing the teaching of this volume will expand the foreign-language capability of choral
musicians, enhancing their overall performance. After introductory chapters on the use of the International
Phonetic Alphabet in rehearsal and vowel and consonant modification in the choral setting, each chapter
focuses on one specific language: English, Latin, German, French, Spanish, Hebrew, Romanian, Japanese,
Swahili, Greek, Russian, and Polish, just to name afew. The contributors go into great deal about the diction
of each language, focusing on the most common and troublesome words. The volume concludes with an
appendix of four sample songs. (American Reference Books Annual)

Singers of classical music face a particular challenge: the works they perform are often in languages other
than their native language. V oice students and their teachers can find help with pronunciation in books about
diction for singers, many of which use the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). A seminal exampleis
Phonetic Readings of Songs and Arias, by Berton Coffin et al. (1964; 2nd ed., 1982). Such books are usually
intended for solo singers of English, French, German, or Italian repertory. In contrast, the present volume is
intended for choirs and is much broader in scope. Karna (Ball State Univ.), who is a veteran academic choral
director, opens this collection with an essay (coauthored by Sue Goodenow) on effectively teaching IPA in
choral rehearsals. He then presents essays by experienced choral directors and professional singers with
special language expertise. These essays provide basic |PA guidelines for singing in 25 different languages
and are not choir-focused. Thus, the information they provide is appropriate for choral singers and solo
singers alike. This book certainly belongsin academic music libraries and public libraries with significant
music collections. Summing Up: Recommended. L ower-division undergraduates through faculty;
professionals. (CHOICE)

The Use of the IPA in the Choral Rehearsal by Duane Karnais a valuable resource for singers and
conductors. . . .Very few publications supply the breadth and depth of languagesthat is collated by Karnain
this book. It is avaluable resource for anyone who works with singers, whether it is in the secondary
classroom, university lecture room, from the podium, or in a private studio. (International Choral Bulletin)

This very useful volume brings together information in one place regarding choral pronunciation, imparted
viathe International Phonetic Alphabet (hereafter IPA), of 25 different languages. . . .[T]his volume will be
most useful to the choral conductor in providing perspective on diction issues for a broad range of languages,
whether or not the IPA orthography makes its way to the choral folder or not. (Music Reference Services
Quarterly)

The volume proves to be a useful starting reference for conductors interested in creating 1PA charts for their
choirs. (Choral Journal)

Advocating the use of 1PA to voice teachersis preaching to the chair, for they regularly employ the
pronunciation tool. Nevertheless, studio instructors are recommended to peruse this useful volume, for they
will find it offers valuabl e assistance with less commonly sung languages. The convenience of having a



reference guide to so many languages in one source isincalculable, particularly when resources for some of
the languages are difficult to find. Studio instructors are encouraged to explore this most useful volume-and
to share the recommendation with their choral colleagues. (Journal of Singing)

About the Author
Duane Richard Karnaisdirector of choral activities and associate professor of music performance in the
School of Music at Ball State University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Audrey Thompson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Use of the International Phonetic Alphabet in the Choral
Rehearsal. Try to stumble through book The Use of the International Phonetic Alphabet in the Choral
Rehearsal as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside that course make you smarter than before. Y eah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Pamela Guarino:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Use of the International Phonetic Alphabet in
the Choral Rehearsal. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about
how isimportant any book The Use of the International Phonetic Alphabet in the Choral Rehearsal. Y ou can
add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Holly Walker:

This book untitled The Use of the International Phonetic Alphabet in the Choral Rehearsal to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get alot of
benefit onit. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your
list.



Brent Campbell:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This book The Use of the International Phonetic Alphabet in the Choral Rehearsal was
filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some peopl e has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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