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While living in exile in Berlin, the formidable literary critic Viktor Shklovsky
fell in love with Elsa Triolet. He fell into the habit of sending Elsa several letters
a day, a situation she accepted under one condition: he was forbidden to write
about love. Zoo, or Letters Not about Love is an epistolary novel born of this
constraint, and although the brilliant and playful letters contained here cover
everything from observations about contemporary German and Russian life to
theories of art and literature, nonetheless every one of them is indirectly
dedicated to the one topic they are all required to avoid: their author's own
unrequited love.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
The Russian Shklovsky's own infatuation with a woman led to this epistolary novel set in 1922 in which a
man is permitted to write to a woman named Alya under the condition that he not talk about love. During the
subsequent correspondence, the author makes observations about Russian life, art, literature etc., all of which
under the surface really are about love.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"... a work of gossip, allusion and esoteric reference, with devices--some typographical--which Shklovsky
borrowed from Sterne, whom he much admired. "--John Bayley, Listener

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Russian

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wendell Nadeau:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Zoo, or Letters Not About Love. You can choose
the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Zoo, or
Letters Not About Love. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Betty Abbott:

The book Zoo, or Letters Not About Love can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Zoo, or Letters Not About Love? Several
of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book Zoo, or Letters Not About Love has simple shape however you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a book.
So it is very wonderful.



Eugene Meunier:

Precisely why? Because this Zoo, or Letters Not About Love is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Curt Stewart:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Zoo, or Letters Not About Love, you
are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.
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