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The German writer and art critic Carl Einstein (1885–1940) has long been acknowledged as an important
figure in the history of modern art, and yet he is often sidelined as an enigma. In Form as Revolt Sebastian
Zeidler recovers Einstein's multifaceted career, offering the first comprehensive intellectual biography of
Einstein in English.

Einstein first emerged as a writer of experimental prose through his involvement with the anarchist journal
Die Aktion. After a few limited forays into art criticism, he burst onto the art scene in 1915 with his book
Negro Sculpture, at once a formalist intervention into the contemporary theory and practice of European
sculpture and a manifesto for the sophistication of African art. Einstein would go on to publish seminal texts
on the cubist paintings of Georges Braque and Pablo Picasso. His contributions to the surrealist magazine
Documents (which Einstein cofounded with Georges Bataille), including writings on Picasso and Paul Klee,
remain unsurpassed in their depth and complexity.

In a series of close visual analyses—illustrated with major works by Braque, Picasso, and Klee—Zeidler
retrieves the theoretical resources that Einstein brought to bear on their art. Form as Revolt shows us that to
rediscover Einstein's art criticism is to see the work of great modernist artists anew through the eyes of one
of the most gifted left-wing formalists of the twentieth century.
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Editorial Review

Review

"With Form as Revolt, Sebastian Zeidler offers a learned, eloquent, and extremely rigorous account of
Einstein's intellectual career and the ways that it illuminates crucial modernist artifacts and texts. Zeidler
paints Carl Einstein as a fascinating, dynamic, often hermetic figure whose seminal writings are central not
only to art history but to intellectual history and German literary studies as well."?Christopher D. Johnson,
The Warburg Institute, University of London

"Sebastian Zeidler has a unique capacity to bring philosophical thought to bear on modern art. The result is
not only the most comprehensive study on Carl Einstein in English but also a thoroughly fresh account of
cubism."?David Joselit, Distinguished Professor, Graduate Center, CUNY

"One of the most brilliant, idiosyncratic, and elusive thinkers of the last century, Carl Einstein has remained
on the margins of academic discourse until now. Fortunately, however, his work appears at last to be poised
for its belated reception, and there is no doubt that Sebastian Zeidler's ambitious book will play an important
role in this rediscovery. Rigorously erudite yet remarkably readable, Form as Revolt encompasses a
biography and oeuvre that thwart easy synopsis while simultaneously generating profound insights into the
cultural history and intellectual landscape of the early twentieth century more generally."?Devin Fore,
Princeton University

About the Author

Sebastian Zeidler is Associate Professor of the History of Art at Yale University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karl Harms:

The publication untitled Form as Revolt: Carl Einstein and the Ground of Modern Art (Signale: Modern
German Letters, Cultures, and Thought) is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, so the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Form as
Revolt: Carl Einstein and the Ground of Modern Art (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and
Thought) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.



Donovan Houseman:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading a e-
book. The book Form as Revolt: Carl Einstein and the Ground of Modern Art (Signale: Modern German
Letters, Cultures, and Thought) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this
book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is
not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Beverly Ingram:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Form as Revolt: Carl Einstein and the
Ground of Modern Art (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought), you may enjoy both. It is
fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Ruth Zimmer:

You can obtain this Form as Revolt: Carl Einstein and the Ground of Modern Art (Signale: Modern German
Letters, Cultures, and Thought) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be
your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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