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A Septuagenarian Odyssey

Simon Gandolfi has never been one to grow old gracefully and following two
heart attacks he decides not to rest up, as many might, but to ride the length of
Hispanic America on a 125cc motorbike. And why not?

His wife may have plenty of reasons why not, but used to the intrepid
septuagenarian's determination to complete any plan he comes up with, she
shrugs her shoulders and waves him goodbye.

At 73 years old, Simon Gandolfi sets off from Veracruz on the Gulf of Mexico to
embark on a five and a half month journey culminating at 'the end of the world',
Ushuaia in Tierra del Fuego. For Simon this is a journey of discovery. Leaving
behind the safety and sanctuary of friends and family, he is truly alone but along
the way he meets and talks with rich and poor, old and young, officials and
professionals, agricultural and industrial workers. This expertly written
travelogue reveals not only the stories of those he meets, and his own, but also
that of Latin America, its attitudes to itself, to the USA and the UK in the
aftermath of the Iraq war and the realities of the poverty and endemic corruption
throughout much of this continent.

But whilst guide books often warn of thieves, corrupt police and border officials,
Gandolfi writes of the incredible kindness and generosity he encounters, of hope
and joy, understanding and new friendships, and ultimately, an old man's refusal
to surrender to his years.

'The journey begins tomorrow at 8 a.m with a flight from the UK to Boston. I fly
Aer Lingus and have bought and will wear a green shirt and a Clancy Brothers
Arran sweater in hope of an upgrade. I will be away from home for many months
and I have a long long way to ride. Am I nervous? Yes. Scared? A little.'

Simon Gandolfi, 18 April 2006

Outrageously irresponsible and undeniably liberating, Gandolfi's travels will fire
the imaginations of every traveller, young or old.
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Simon Gandolfi has never been one to grow old gracefully and following two heart attacks he decides not to
rest up, as many might, but to ride the length of Hispanic America on a 125cc motorbike. And why not?

His wife may have plenty of reasons why not, but used to the intrepid septuagenarian's determination to
complete any plan he comes up with, she shrugs her shoulders and waves him goodbye.

At 73 years old, Simon Gandolfi sets off from Veracruz on the Gulf of Mexico to embark on a five and a half
month journey culminating at 'the end of the world', Ushuaia in Tierra del Fuego. For Simon this is a journey
of discovery. Leaving behind the safety and sanctuary of friends and family, he is truly alone but along the
way he meets and talks with rich and poor, old and young, officials and professionals, agricultural and
industrial workers. This expertly written travelogue reveals not only the stories of those he meets, and his
own, but also that of Latin America, its attitudes to itself, to the USA and the UK in the aftermath of the Iraq
war and the realities of the poverty and endemic corruption throughout much of this continent.

But whilst guide books often warn of thieves, corrupt police and border officials, Gandolfi writes of the
incredible kindness and generosity he encounters, of hope and joy, understanding and new friendships, and
ultimately, an old man's refusal to surrender to his years.

'The journey begins tomorrow at 8 a.m with a flight from the UK to Boston. I fly Aer Lingus and have
bought and will wear a green shirt and a Clancy Brothers Arran sweater in hope of an upgrade. I will be
away from home for many months and I have a long long way to ride. Am I nervous? Yes. Scared? A little.'

Simon Gandolfi, 18 April 2006

Outrageously irresponsible and undeniably liberating, Gandolfi's travels will fire the imaginations of every
traveller, young or old.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Simon Gandolfi has travelled widely through the East and the Americas and has lived for periods in a variety
of countries and cultures. He is author of 10 books and now lives (when not travelling) in Herefordshire with
his wife, Bernadette.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Logan:

This book untitled Old Man on a Bike to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason
for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Pablo McNamara:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Old Man on a Bike book written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still doubt Old Man on a Bike as good book not merely by the cover but also from
the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Donna Johnson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Old Man on a Bike provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Shirley Drago:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real



their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Old Man on a Bike can make you sense more interested to read.
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