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‘ A Philosophical

In Koch's Solitude, both solitude and engagement emerge as primary modes of
human experience, equally essential for human completion. Thiswork draws
upon the vast corpus of literary reflections on solitude, especially Lao Tze,
Sappho, Platinus, Augustine, Petrarch, Montaigne, Goethe, Shelley, Emerson,
Thoreau, Whitman and Proust.
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In Koch's Solitude, both solitude and engagement emerge as primary modes of human experience, equally
essential for human completion. This work draws upon the vast corpus of literary reflections on solitude,
especialy Lao Tze, Sappho, Plotinus, Augustine, Petrarch, Montaigne, Goethe, Shelley, Emerson, Thoreau,
Whitman and Proust.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In exploring the phenomenon of solitude, Koch dismisses physical isolation and reflection, stiliness and
balance, as inessential. Freely chosen social disengagement, "the absence of othersin one's experiential
world," comes closer to the mark. He also differentiates solitude from loneliness (a desire for human
interaction), isolation (a sense of separation from others), privacy (freedom from personal invasion) and
alienation (a condition of fractured relationships). In solitude one has no encounter with others, evenin
consciousness or hegatively by their absence. After Koch makes these distinctions, sometimes too
pedantically, the reader expects him to celebrate solitude. He does defend it against the chargesthat it is
pathological, escapist and antisocial, and he extols its virtues of freedom and creativity, attunement to self
and to nature, but his conclusion is more inclusive. Solitude, he asserts, is only one aspect of our being. "The
human way leads through both human rel ationships and inner transcendence”; it involves, in essence, a
balance between encounter and solitude. Koch's book isitself illustrative of this because it results from
reading the work of others--Goethe, Jesus, Plato, Whitman, Proust, Tillich, Petrarch and many others--as
well as disengaged meditations on solitude carried out alone. Overall, Koch has written an excellent study of
solitude which is flawed by the banal conclusion that life involves both the self and others.

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Koch argues against the generally believed notion that solitude is a respite, atime away from others when we
can recharge our emotional batteries. And he's definitely at odds with the belief that solitude is a punishment
of sorts, thrust upon us by personality or circumstance. Instead, he sees solitude as that "luminous silent
space of freedom, of self and nature, of reflection and creative power." To bolster his argument, Koch uses
the work of philosophers, historians, and writers, as well astests such asthe Bible, to show what solitude is
and isn't, and what being alone can do to and for the individual. Interesting for its literary scope and its
conclusions about al the good true solitude can bring us. Brian McCombie

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Hilda Baker:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a
whileisreading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand
up than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific
Solitude: A Philosophical Encounter book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Alexander Snider:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erathat is always change and progress. Some of you maybe


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems coming
to aperson is you don't know which you should start with. This Solitude: A Philosophical Encounter is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in thisera.

Sam Current:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyonein thisworld can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them isthis Solitude: A Philosophical
Encounter.

Delbert Storey:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as
of book Solitude: A Philosophical Encounter. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Download and Read Online Solitude: A Philosophical Encounter By
Philip Koch #B4R32NY D8AK



Read Solitude: A Philosophical Encounter By Philip Koch for online
ebook

Solitude: A Philosophical Encounter By Philip Koch Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good
books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online,
books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Solitude:
A Philosophical Encounter By Philip Koch books to read online.

Online Solitude: A Philosophical Encounter By Philip Koch ebook PDF download
Solitude: A Philosophical Encounter By Philip Koch Doc

Solitude: A Philosophical Encounter By Philip Koch M obipocket

Solitude: A Philosophical Encounter By Philip Koch EPub

B4R32NYDS8AK: Solitude: A Philosophical Encounter By Philip Koch



