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Stairway to Heaven is an incredibly broad ranging new study that stretches from
ancient Egypt and Babylon to Jewish and Christian Kabbalists, Chinese Daoists,
Hindu Tantra and Haitian Vodun and finally to 19th and 20th century European
occult societies, uncovering a hitherto unrecognized common myth that has been
employed the world over in roughly the same form since the earliest recorded
texts. Beginning with the oldest form of Jewish mysticism and extending this
search through the dead sea scrolls, Levenda reveals a consistent emphasis on the
number seven and its association with heavenly themes, including those of a
chariot, a Throne, a Temple and a divine Being. The author then examines the
myths and rituals of egypt, sumer and Babylon to locate the origin of this myth
and comes up with some surprising results in the ascent rituals of the middle east.
Shifting to the far east, Levenda demonstrates how the mystical practices of
China and India display important similarities to these rituals, most notably in the
practices of the Chinese alchemists who used a map of seven stars as their ladder
to heaven.

Reinforced by visits to the Buddhist shrine of Borobudur in indonesia, Levenda
concludes that there was a myth common to peoples across the ancient world that
an ascent to the heavens was possible using a ladder of seven stars, a process
running parallel to the alchemical idea of the perfection of metals and the
perfectibility of the soul.

This concept was enshrined in the rituals of the Western secret societies of the
19th and 20th centuries such as the golden dawn and the Hermetic Brotherhood
of Luxor, and influenced the development of new age occultism. exhaustive in
scope and revealing in its scholarship, Stairway to Heaven casts a fascinating
new multidisciplinary perspective on the mystical practices of heavenly ascent.
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Stairway to Heaven is an incredibly broad ranging new study that stretches from ancient Egypt and Babylon
to Jewish and Christian Kabbalists, Chinese Daoists, Hindu Tantra and Haitian Vodun and finally to 19th
and 20th century European occult societies, uncovering a hitherto unrecognized common myth that has been
employed the world over in roughly the same form since the earliest recorded texts. Beginning with the
oldest form of Jewish mysticism and extending this search through the dead sea scrolls, Levenda reveals a
consistent emphasis on the number seven and its association with heavenly themes, including those of a
chariot, a Throne, a Temple and a divine Being. The author then examines the myths and rituals of egypt,
sumer and Babylon to locate the origin of this myth and comes up with some surprising results in the ascent
rituals of the middle east. Shifting to the far east, Levenda demonstrates how the mystical practices of China
and India display important similarities to these rituals, most notably in the practices of the Chinese
alchemists who used a map of seven stars as their ladder to heaven.

Reinforced by visits to the Buddhist shrine of Borobudur in indonesia, Levenda concludes that there was a
myth common to peoples across the ancient world that an ascent to the heavens was possible using a ladder
of seven stars, a process running parallel to the alchemical idea of the perfection of metals and the
perfectibility of the soul.

This concept was enshrined in the rituals of the Western secret societies of the 19th and 20th centuries such
as the golden dawn and the Hermetic Brotherhood of Luxor, and influenced the development of new age
occultism. exhaustive in scope and revealing in its scholarship, Stairway to Heaven casts a fascinating new
multidisciplinary perspective on the mystical practices of heavenly ascent.
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Editorial Review

Review
Normal 0   false false false        MicrosoftInternetExplorer4   "Independent scholar Levenda (Unholy
Alliance: A History ofNazi Involvement with the Occult) has been studying and writing about occulthistory
for more than a decade. Here, he looks deeply into theastrological/astronomical roots of the occult tradition
as well as at therelated theme of an adept's celestial ascent through seven stages. Central tothe narrative are
the North Pole Star (Polaris) and those stars around the polethat never set, in particular, the seven stars of the
Big Dipper. This study is recommended for academic librariesand public libraries with strong religion
collections." -James F. DeRoche, Alexandria, VA LibraryJournal (James F. DeRoche Library Journal)

'While a scholarly book this is also quite readable especially the latter sections which deal with 20th-century
European occult societies.' Catholic Herald, March 2009

'One of the most intelligent and deep digging comparative studies on the art of spiritual transformation' Acta
Comparanda XXI FVG, 2010

  Normal 0   false false false        MicrosoftInternetExplorer4   "Independent scholar Levenda (Unholy
Alliance: A History ofNazi Involvement with the Occult) has been studying and writing about occulthistory
for more than a decade. Here, he looks deeply into theastrological/astronomical roots of the occult tradition
as well as at therelated theme of an adept's celestial ascent through seven stages. Central tothe narrative are
the North Pole Star (Polaris) and those stars around the polethat never set, in particular, the seven stars of the
Big Dipper.  This study is recommended for academic librariesand public libraries with strong religion
collections." -James F. DeRoche, Alexandria, VA LibraryJournal (Sanford Lakoff Library Journal)

About the Author
Peter Levenda is the author of The Secret Temple: Masons, Mysteries and the Founding of America
(Continuum, 2009) and Unholy Alliance: A History of Nazi Involvement with the Occult (Continuum, 2002),
which has appeared in 6 foreign-language editions.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jack Evans:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Stairway to Heaven: Chinese Alchemists, Jewish Kabbalists,
and the Art of Spiritual Transformation. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided
that we know about how is important a book Stairway to Heaven: Chinese Alchemists, Jewish Kabbalists,
and the Art of Spiritual Transformation. You can add information and of course you can around the world by
way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able
to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-



book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Krystal Harris:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Stairway to Heaven: Chinese
Alchemists, Jewish Kabbalists, and the Art of Spiritual Transformation is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Erin Harmon:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Stairway to Heaven: Chinese Alchemists,
Jewish Kabbalists, and the Art of Spiritual Transformation as the daily resource information.

John Moreno:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Stairway to Heaven: Chinese Alchemists, Jewish Kabbalists,
and the Art of Spiritual Transformation why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding
the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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