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The genre of prehistoric fiction contains a surprisingly large and diverse group of
fictional works by American, British, and French writers from the late nineteenth
century to the present that describe prehistoric humans. Nicholas Ruddick
explains why prehistoric fiction could not come into being until after the
acceptance of Charles Darwin’s theories, and argues that many early prehistoric
fiction works are still worth reading even though the science upon which they are
based is now outdated. Exploring the history and evolution of the genre, Ruddick
shows how prehistoric fiction can offer fascinating insights into the possible
origins of human nature, sexuality, racial distinctions, language, religion, and art.
The book includes discussions of well-known prehistoric fiction by H.G. Wells,
Jules Verne, J.-H. Rosny Aîné, Jack London, William Golding, Arthur C. Clarke,
and Jean M. Auel and reminds us of some unjustly forgotten landmarks of
prehistoric fiction. It also briefly covers such topics as the recent boom in
prehistoric romance, notable prehistoric fiction for children and young adults,
and the most entertaining movies featuring prehistoric humans. The book
includes illustrations that trace the changing popular images of cave men and
women over the past 150 years.
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Editorial Review

Review

“I think this is a very good book, with rich meanings; and it takes its place well in this growing series of
books from Wesleyan University Press on early science fiction.”—Donald M. Hassler, Science Fiction
Studies

"…extensively researched and elegantly communicated….The Fire in The Stone to provide a major step
forward in the way we think about genre."—Jonathan McCalmont, Salon Futura

Review
“Ruddick has described an extensive, widely popular, and surprisingly persistent tradition of stories which,
as he shows, is far more than an eccentric subtheme of science fiction. He gives the individual works the
attention they deserve as literature, which leads to some original and surprising conclusions.” (Gary K.
Wolfe)

“There is no other book that connects studies of evolution to mainstream fiction so thoroughly and
thoughtfully.” (David Seed, professor)

About the Author
NICHOLAS RUDDICK is a professor of English at the University of Regina and author of Ultimate Island:
On the Nature of British Science Fiction (1993).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Tyson:

The book The Fire in the Stone: Prehistoric Fiction from Charles Darwin to Jean M. Auel (The Wesleyan
Early Classics of Science Fiction Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book The Fire in the Stone: Prehistoric Fiction from Charles
Darwin to Jean M. Auel (The Wesleyan Early Classics of Science Fiction Series)? A few of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Fire in the Stone: Prehistoric
Fiction from Charles Darwin to Jean M. Auel (The Wesleyan Early Classics of Science Fiction Series) has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous
world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Lorena Repass:

The publication untitled The Fire in the Stone: Prehistoric Fiction from Charles Darwin to Jean M. Auel (The



Wesleyan Early Classics of Science Fiction Series) is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can
see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the
book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The
Fire in the Stone: Prehistoric Fiction from Charles Darwin to Jean M. Auel (The Wesleyan Early Classics of
Science Fiction Series) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Debera Jessie:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
The Fire in the Stone: Prehistoric Fiction from Charles Darwin to Jean M. Auel (The Wesleyan Early
Classics of Science Fiction Series) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never
get ahead of. The The Fire in the Stone: Prehistoric Fiction from Charles Darwin to Jean M. Auel (The
Wesleyan Early Classics of Science Fiction Series) giving you another experience more than blown away
your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Luis Gonzalez:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Fire in the Stone: Prehistoric
Fiction from Charles Darwin to Jean M. Auel (The Wesleyan Early Classics of Science Fiction Series) that
give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to
the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could
pick The Fire in the Stone: Prehistoric Fiction from Charles Darwin to Jean M. Auel (The Wesleyan Early
Classics of Science Fiction Series) become your own starter.
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