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Work with students at all levels to help them read novels

Whole Novels is a practical, field-tested guide to implementing a student-centered
literature program that promotes critical thinking and literary understanding
through the study of novels with middle school students. Rather than using
novels simply to teach basic literacy skills and comprehension strategies, Whole
Novels approaches literature as art. The book is fully aligned with the Common
Core ELA Standards and offers tips for implementing whole novels in various
contexts, including suggestions for teachers interested in trying out small steps in
their classrooms first.

Includes a powerful method for teaching literature, writing, and critical●

thinking to middle school students
Shows how to use the Whole Novels approach in conjunction with other●

programs
Includes video clips of the author using the techniques in her own classroom●

This resource will help teachers work with students of varying abilities in reading
whole novels.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Reading this book is like having a powerful conversation with a colleague; a true professional
development opportunity for educators as they explore how to facilitate authentic reading
experiences for students--and a must read for any teacher who has wondered how to foster a
community of readers and then step aside and watch them grow, learn and lead." 

--Sarah Henchey, middle grades teacher, NBCT, member of CTQ's Collaboratory

"The first time Ariel Sacks tried the whole novels approach in a "typical" New York City
School she reports it didn't work for half of the class. Rather than give up, she set about
devising ways to make it work for the other half of the class. That attitude, along with her
inviolable focus, faith and trust in her students, has resulted in the engaging "how to" for the
whole novels approach to instruction. She has written a clarion call establishing the possibility
of all of our children receiving what is currently available to only a few." 

--Jon Snyder, Dean of Bank Street College of Education

From the Author
Dear readers,

Interacting with teachers around the ideas and methods of Whole Novels For the Whole Class has been the
most interesting and enriching part of publishing this work.  If you have ideas or questions, or want to share
your plans or experience around implementing whole novels, get in touch! Try Twitter, the whole novels
blog, or Whole Novels Facebook page. Thank you for thinking about a student-centered approach to teaching
whole class novels with me!
Ariel

From the Back Cover

WHOLE NOVELS FOR THE WHOLE CLASS

Whole Novels for the Whole Class is the hands-on resource that teachers can use to help students develop a
genuine love of reading and a community in which to practice it. Written by classroom teacher Ariel Sacks,
this practical, field-tested book offers a step-by-step guide for implementing a student-centered literature
program that promotes critical thinking and literary understanding through the study of novels and other
texts. Rather than using novels simply to teach basic literacy skills and comprehension strategies, Sacks's
Whole Novels method approaches literature as art.

This unique way into reading and comprehension is designed to align with the Common Core ELA
Standards and is filled with tips for implementing whole novel studies in various settings. Using this novel



technique can help struggling readers gain the confidence to tackle grade-level novels independently,
reluctant students become avid discussers of literature who can powerfully argue their points, and outspoken
students discover new channels for their voices in writing.

While boosting reading comprehension, the whole novel approach can be successfully integrated into other
classroom programs.

" Yes, yes. To read a well-crafted book requires a leap of faith, losing oneself for a time. And yet we don't
practice—much less even encourage—that kind of reading in our schools. Ariel Sacks both makes the
argument for doing so and offers the stories we need from classrooms where it's being done."
—Deborah Meier, teacher, author, and board member of the Coalition of Essential Schools

"Reminiscent of masterworks, Ariel's book is an exquisite blending of the best in literacy theory and
classroom practice that could only be written by someone who actually does this every day with real
students."
—Renee A. Moore, NBCT, English teacher, author, and education blogger

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melba More:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Whole Novels for the Whole Class: A Student-Centered Approach.
Try to make the book Whole Novels for the Whole Class: A Student-Centered Approach as your good
friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Emma Berkey:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Whole Novels
for the Whole Class: A Student-Centered Approach suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Whole Novels for the Whole Class: A Student-Centered
Approachis a single of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Betsy Aguilar:

Beside that Whole Novels for the Whole Class: A Student-Centered Approach in your phone, it can give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is



fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It
is good thing to have Whole Novels for the Whole Class: A Student-Centered Approach because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find
this book and also read it from currently!

Kyle Cook:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the top list in
your reading list is definitely Whole Novels for the Whole Class: A Student-Centered Approach. This book
that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person.
By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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