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From the Euphrates Valley to the southern Peruvian Andes, early complex
societies have risen and fallen, but in some cases they have also been reborn.
Prior archaeological investigation of these societies has focused primarily on
emergence and collapse. This is the first book-length work to examine the
question of how and why early complex urban societies have reappeared after
periods of decentralization and collapse.

Ranging widely across the Near East, the Aegean, East Asia, Mesoamerica, and
the Andes, these cross-cultural studies expand our understanding of social
evolution by examining how societies were transformed during the period of
radical change now termed “collapse.” They seek to discover how societal
complexity reemerged, how second-generation states formed, and how these re-
emergent states resembled or differed from the complex societies that preceded
them.

The contributors draw on material culture as well as textual and ethnohistoric
data to consider such factors as preexistent institutions, structures, and ideologies
that are influential in regeneration; economic and political resilience; the role of
social mobility, marginal groups, and peripheries; and ethnic change. In addition
to presenting a number of theoretical viewpoints, the contributors also propose
reasons why regeneration sometimes does not occur after collapse. A concluding
contribution by Norman Yoffee provides a critical exegesis of “collapse” and
highlights important patterns found in the case histories related to peripheral
regions and secondary elites, and to the ideology of statecraft.

After Collapse blazes new research trails in both archaeology and the study of
social change, demonstrating that the archaeological record often offers more
clues to the “dark ages” that precede regeneration than do text-based studies. It
opens up a new window on the past by shifting the focus away from the rise and
fall of ancient civilizations to their often more telling fall and rise.
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From the Euphrates Valley to the southern Peruvian Andes, early complex societies have risen and fallen,
but in some cases they have also been reborn. Prior archaeological investigation of these societies has
focused primarily on emergence and collapse. This is the first book-length work to examine the question of
how and why early complex urban societies have reappeared after periods of decentralization and collapse.

Ranging widely across the Near East, the Aegean, East Asia, Mesoamerica, and the Andes, these cross-
cultural studies expand our understanding of social evolution by examining how societies were transformed
during the period of radical change now termed “collapse.” They seek to discover how societal complexity
reemerged, how second-generation states formed, and how these re-emergent states resembled or differed
from the complex societies that preceded them.

The contributors draw on material culture as well as textual and ethnohistoric data to consider such factors as
preexistent institutions, structures, and ideologies that are influential in regeneration; economic and political
resilience; the role of social mobility, marginal groups, and peripheries; and ethnic change. In addition to
presenting a number of theoretical viewpoints, the contributors also propose reasons why regeneration
sometimes does not occur after collapse. A concluding contribution by Norman Yoffee provides a critical
exegesis of “collapse” and highlights important patterns found in the case histories related to peripheral
regions and secondary elites, and to the ideology of statecraft.

After Collapse blazes new research trails in both archaeology and the study of social change, demonstrating
that the archaeological record often offers more clues to the “dark ages” that precede regeneration than do
text-based studies. It opens up a new window on the past by shifting the focus away from the rise and fall of
ancient civilizations to their often more telling fall and rise.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The impact of this book will be long-lasting, as each of the studies are quite impressive new analyses of
recent archaeological studies.”—Jonathan Kenoyer, University of Wisconsin, Madison

From the Inside Flap
After Collapse blazes new research trails in both archaeology and the study of social change, demonstrating
that archaeology can offer more clues to the "dark ages" that precede regeneration than text-based studies. It
opens up a new window on the past by shifting the focus away from the rise and fall of ancient civilizations
to their often more telling fall and rise.

About the Author

Glenn M. Schwartz is Whiting Professor of Archaeology at the Johns Hopkins University and coauthor of
The Archaeology of Syria: From Complex Hunter-Gatherers to Early Urban Societies. John J. Nichols
received his Ph.D. in Near Eastern archaeology from Johns Hopkins University in 2004.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Walter McBride:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take After Collapse: The Regeneration of
Complex Societies as the daily resource information.

Joycelyn Chambers:

The actual book After Collapse: The Regeneration of Complex Societies will bring one to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try
to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book After Collapse: The Regeneration of
Complex Societies is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.

Thomas Palmer:

The book with title After Collapse: The Regeneration of Complex Societies has lot of information that you



can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new information the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Bradley Roberts:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
After Collapse: The Regeneration of Complex Societies provide you with a new experience in looking at a
book.
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