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From prescribing the "rest cure" to diagnosing hysteria, the medical profession
has consistently treated women as weak and pathological. Barbara Ehrenreich
and Deirdre English's concise history of the sexual politics of medical practices
shows how this biomedical rationale was used to justify sex discrimination
throughout the culture, and how its vestiges are evident in abortion policy and
other reproductive rights struggles today.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In this follow-up to Witches, Midwives, and Nurses, Barbara Ehrenrich and Deidre English look at the
evolution of the medical view of the female sex and how it has been used to reinforce the social view of
women. Beginning in the late 19th century, the fact of women's inferiority was "proven" through medical
science. Today, the medical establishment still serves to give "scientific" justifications for the sexist values
of our society. The point here is that medicine is not an objective, unbiased science; rather, it reflects and
supports the prevailing social attitudes. In their quest for better healthcare, women need to address not only
access to care, but also the prejudices which affect that care."
—from The WomanSource Catalog & Review: Tools for Connecting the Community for Women; review
by FGP

About the Author

Barbara Ehrenreich is author of the 2002 New York Times bestseller Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting
By in America. She has written nearly twenty books, and has been a columnist for Time magazine and the
New York Times. She has contributed to The Progressive, Harpers, The Atlantic Monthly, Ms., The New
Republic, Z Magazine, In These Times, and Salon.com.

Deirdre English is the former editor of Mother Jones magazine. She has written for the Nation, New York
Times Book Review, San Francisco Magazine, S.F. Chronicle Sunday Magazine, Vogue, and public radio
and television. Currently, English is a professor at University of California, Berkeley's Graduate School of
Journalism.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
The surgical approach to female psychological problems had what was considered a solid theoretical basis in
the theory of the "psychology of the ovary." After all, if a woman's entire personality was dominated by her
reproductive organs, then gynecological surgery was the most logical approach to any female psychological
problems. Beginning in the late 1860s, doctors began to act on this principle....widely practiced was the
surgical removal of the ovaries. Thousands of these operations were performed from 1860 to 1890....As we
have seen, surgery was often performed with the explicit goal of "taming" a high-strung woman, and whether
or not the surgery itself was effective, the very threat of surgery was probably enough to bring many women
into line.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Alvarado:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy



read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Complaints & Disorders
[Complaints and Disorders]: The Sexual Politics of Sickness (Contemporary Classics) is kind of publication
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Colleen Holden:

The guide with title Complaints & Disorders [Complaints and Disorders]: The Sexual Politics of Sickness
(Contemporary Classics) contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after
read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented
the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own
smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Jennifer Buster:

Complaints & Disorders [Complaints and Disorders]: The Sexual Politics of Sickness (Contemporary
Classics) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because
this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word
into satisfaction arrangement in writing Complaints & Disorders [Complaints and Disorders]: The Sexual
Politics of Sickness (Contemporary Classics) yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest
as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Genia Vanderford:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Complaints & Disorders
[Complaints and Disorders]: The Sexual Politics of Sickness (Contemporary Classics) to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the guide
Complaints & Disorders [Complaints and Disorders]: The Sexual Politics of Sickness (Contemporary
Classics) can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of that time.
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