
Enduring Injustice

By Jeff Spinner-Halev

Enduring Injustice By Jeff Spinner-Halev

Governments today often apologize for past injustices and scholars increasingly
debate the issue, with many calling for apologies and reparations. Others suggest
that what matters is victims of injustice today, not injustices in the past. Spinner-
Halev argues that the problem facing some peoples is not only the injustice of the
past, but that they still suffer from injustice today. They experience what he calls
enduring injustices, and it is likely that these will persist without action to
address them. The history of these injustices matters, not as a way to assign
responsibility or because we need to remember more, but in order to understand
the nature of the injustice and to help us think of possible ways to overcome it.
Suggesting that enduring injustices fall outside the framework of liberal theory,
Spinner-Halev spells out the implications of his arguments for conceptions of
liberal justice and progress, reparations, apologies, state legitimacy, and post-
nationalism.
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Governments today often apologize for past injustices and scholars increasingly debate the issue, with many
calling for apologies and reparations. Others suggest that what matters is victims of injustice today, not
injustices in the past. Spinner-Halev argues that the problem facing some peoples is not only the injustice of
the past, but that they still suffer from injustice today. They experience what he calls enduring injustices, and
it is likely that these will persist without action to address them. The history of these injustices matters, not as
a way to assign responsibility or because we need to remember more, but in order to understand the nature of
the injustice and to help us think of possible ways to overcome it. Suggesting that enduring injustices fall
outside the framework of liberal theory, Spinner-Halev spells out the implications of his arguments for
conceptions of liberal justice and progress, reparations, apologies, state legitimacy, and post-nationalism.
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Editorial Review

Review
"With characteristic sensitivity and nuance, Spinner-Halev explores the ways in which deep injustices can
persist even within avowedly liberal regimes. This is an important book by a committed liberal with a deep
appreciation for the limitations of liberal solutions." - Joseph H. Carens, Professor of Political Science,
University of Toronto

"No country's past is free from the stain of injustice. But which past injustices merit attention today, and
what kind of response is appropriate? Jeff Spinner-Halev tackles these questions from a fresh perspective,
arguing that liberal political theory is ill equipped to handle them, and constructing a distinctive framework
for thinking them through in a more helpful way. This is an insightful and provocative book by one of the
country's most consistently interesting political theorists." - Alan Patten, Professor of Politics, Princeton
University

"Enduring Injustice introduces a new and provocative framework for thinking about not only the nature of
past injustices but also the way in which they can persist into the present and why we need to address them.
But even more impressively, Spinner-Halev ties this discussion to broader issues in liberal political theory
and challenges us to think about the nature of injustice more generally. This is an important topic and terrific
read." - Duncan Ivison, Professor of Political Philosophy and Dean for the Faculty of Arts and Social
Sciences, The University of Sydney

"Spinner-Havel's Enduring Injustice is a thoughtful, provocative contribution to a growing theoretical
literature on how to respond to historical acts of injustice...[he]forces readers to rethink the ways in which
these narratives have been addressed in liberal theory and practice, as well as in perspectives that critique
liberalism's shortcomings. Enduring Injustice is an important, timely contribution to thinking about past
injustice and the ability to confront it and cope with its effects in contemporary societies" -R.W. Glover,
University of Maine, CHOICE

"Scholars and the public recognize that much human suffering in the world has deep historical roots. But we
are poorly equipped to think about how and why this past relates to our present politics. Enduring Injustice
provides us the needed theoretical road map...Enduring Injustice is perceptive, provocative, and terrifically
engaging. It skillfully brings history and historical injustices in from the margins by arguing persuasively
why and how history matters to the central concerns of liberal theory and practice."- Melissa Nobles,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Perspectives on Politics

About the Author
Jeff Spinner-Halev is the Kenan Eminent Professor of Political Ethics at the University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill. He is the author of The Boundaries of Citizenship: Race, Ethnicity and Nationality in the
Liberal State (1994) and Surviving Diversity: Religion and Democratic Citizenship (2000) and co-editor of
Minorities within Minorities: Equality, Right and Diversity (Cambridge University Press, 2005).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



John Lee:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Enduring Injustice. Try to make the book Enduring Injustice as your
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make
you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Bobby House:

The ability that you get from Enduring Injustice is the more deep you searching the information that hide
inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend
but Enduring Injustice giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Enduring
Injustice instantly.

Cathrine Hart:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book Enduring Injustice it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Hilda Dolan:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Enduring Injustice that give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you
who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
are able to pick Enduring Injustice become your own personal starter.
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