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In these eight sparkling biographies, Stan Brakhage brings usinto intimate
acquaintance with some of America's most influential independent filmmakers.
With insight and sharp detail, Brakhage puts the lives and works of these filmic
visionaries into personal focus. We meet Jerome Hill, born to inherit railroads
and banks but destined to forge his artistic vision into alasting film statement.
And Marie Menken who, against the odds of a miserable and brutal marriage,
developed a film aesthetic that revolutionized the very essence of independent
filmmaking. Then James Broughton, the inveterate San Franciscan, whose
irrepressible sense of whimsy and profound grasp of classical symbols combined
to create some of the most vital filmworks of the last four decades; Christopher
MacL aine, the "Artaud of North Beach"; Maya Deren, known to independent
filmmakers as "the mother of us all”; Sidney Peterson, sophisticated, erudite, shy,
the gentleman of the avant-garde film world; and two of Brakhage's most
prominent contemporaries, Bruce Conner and Ken Jacobs.

These filmmakers are members of one of the most radical of 20th-century art
movements; and yet as radical and individua asthey are, their films and their
lives are a continuous source of inspiration, not only to young, developing film-
artists, but to the makers of commercial movies and videos as well. Brakhage
presents them and their work in portraits that are at once critical and anecdotal.
One comes away from Film at Wit's End as one leaves an enjoyable, lively
evening among friends.
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In these eight sparkling biographies, Stan Brakhage brings us into intimate acquai ntance with some of
Americas most influential independent filmmakers. With insight and sharp detail, Brakhage puts the lives
and works of these filmic visionaries into personal focus. We meet Jerome Hill, born to inherit railroads and
banks but destined to forge his artistic vision into alasting film statement. And Marie Menken who, against
the odds of a miserable and brutal marriage, developed a film aesthetic that revolutionized the very essence
of independent filmmaking. Then James Broughton, the inveterate San Franciscan, whose irrepressible sense
of whimsy and profound grasp of classical symbols combined to create some of the most vital filmworks of
the last four decades; Christopher MacL aine, the "Artaud of North Beach"; Maya Deren, known to
independent filmmakers as "the mother of us al"; Sidney Peterson, sophisticated, erudite, shy, the gentleman
of the avant-garde film world; and two of Brakhage's most prominent contemporaries, Bruce Conner and
Ken Jacobs.

These filmmakers are members of one of the most radical of 20th-century art movements; and yet as radical
and individual asthey are, their films and their lives are a continuous source of inspiration, not only to
young, developing film-artists, but to the makers of commercial movies and videos as well. Brakhage
presents them and their work in portraits that are at once critical and anecdotal. One comes away from Film
at Wit's End as one leaves an enjoyable, lively evening among friends.
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Editorial Review

Review
A basic book in the canon of experimental cinema. -- Film Quarterly

Intelligent, warm and often highly personal tributes. -- Classic Images

Not only luminous...miniature biographies, but also social and cultural portraits of art-in-America. A
fascinating collection. -- The Columbus Dispatch

About the Author

Stan Brakhage was one of the most influential of independent American filmmakers. From 1952 to 2003, he
issued nearly 400 original films, ranfing in length from a few seconds to several hours. The recipient of
many awards ad prizes, including the 1986 Maya Deren Award from the American Film Institute and the
1989 MacDowell Colony Medal, Brakhage was also a professor of film studies at the University of
Colorado, Boulder.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Steven Clayton:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Film at Wit's End: Eight Avant-Garde Filmmakersis
kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Jennifer Case:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Film at Wit's End: Eight Avant-Garde
Filmmakers, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to missit?
What kind of hangout type isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Jessie Henricks:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind



talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of timeto read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be
learn. Film at Wit's End: Eight Avant-Garde Filmmakers can be your answer since it can be read by a person
who have those short free time problems.

Adam Perlman:

The book untitled Film at Wit's End: Eight Avant-Garde Filmmakers contain alot of information on the
item. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The
author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have anice
examine.
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