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Although the boom in historical fiction and historiography about Spain’s recent
past has found an eager readership, these texts are rarely studied as two halves of
the same story. With Genre Fusion: A New Approach to History, Fiction, and
Memory in Contemporary Spain, Sara J. Brenneis argues that fiction and
nonfiction written by a single author and focused on the same historical moment
deserve to be read side-by-side. By proposing a literary model that examines
these genres together, Genre Fusion gives equal importance to fiction and
historiography in Spain. In her book, Brenneis develops a new theory of “genre
fusion” to show how authors who write both historiography and fiction produce a
more accurate representation of the lived experience of Spanish history than
would be possible in a single genre. Genre Fusionopens with a straightforward
overview of the relationships among history, fiction, and memory in
contemporary culture. While providing an up-to-date context for scholarly
debates about Spain’s historical memory, Genre Fusion also expands the
contours of the discussion beyond the specialized territory of Hispanic studies.
To demonstrate the theoretical necessity of genre fusion, Brenneis analyzes pairs
of interconnected texts (one a work of literature, the other a work of
historiography) written by a single author. She explores how fictional and
nonfictional works by Montserrat Roig, Carmen Martín Gaite, Carlos Blanco
Aguinaga, and Javier Marías unearth the collective memories of Spain’s past.
Through these four authors, Genre Fusion traces the transformation of a country
once enveloped in a postwar silence to one currently consumed by its own
history and memory. Brenneis demonstrates that, when read through the lens of
genre fusion, these Spanish authors shelve the country’s stagnant official record
of its past and unlock the collective and personal accounts of the people who
constitute Spanish history.
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Although the boom in historical fiction and historiography about Spain’s recent past has found an eager
readership, these texts are rarely studied as two halves of the same story. With Genre Fusion: A New
Approach to History, Fiction, and Memory in Contemporary Spain, Sara J. Brenneis argues that fiction and
nonfiction written by a single author and focused on the same historical moment deserve to be read side-by-
side. By proposing a literary model that examines these genres together, Genre Fusion gives equal
importance to fiction and historiography in Spain. In her book, Brenneis develops a new theory of “genre
fusion” to show how authors who write both historiography and fiction produce a more accurate
representation of the lived experience of Spanish history than would be possible in a single genre. Genre
Fusionopens with a straightforward overview of the relationships among history, fiction, and memory in
contemporary culture. While providing an up-to-date context for scholarly debates about Spain’s historical
memory, Genre Fusion also expands the contours of the discussion beyond the specialized territory of
Hispanic studies. To demonstrate the theoretical necessity of genre fusion, Brenneis analyzes pairs of
interconnected texts (one a work of literature, the other a work of historiography) written by a single author.
She explores how fictional and nonfictional works by Montserrat Roig, Carmen Martín Gaite, Carlos Blanco
Aguinaga, and Javier Marías unearth the collective memories of Spain’s past. Through these four authors,
Genre Fusion traces the transformation of a country once enveloped in a postwar silence to one currently
consumed by its own history and memory. Brenneis demonstrates that, when read through the lens of genre
fusion, these Spanish authors shelve the country’s stagnant official record of its past and unlock the
collective and personal accounts of the people who constitute Spanish history.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Sara J. Brenneis teaches a diverse array of courses on contemporary Spanish culture at Amherst College. She
has published scholarly articles in journals such as the Bulletin of Hispanic Studies, Letras Femeninas, and
History & Memory on the overlapping of history and fiction in Spanish literature. Brenneis’s current work
focuses on issues of historical memory in Spanish representations of the Holocaust.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vicki Shah:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Genre Fusion: A New Approach to
History, Fiction, and Memory in Contemporary Spain (Purdue Studies in Romance Literatures), you may
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come
on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Margaret Watkins:

This Genre Fusion: A New Approach to History, Fiction, and Memory in Contemporary Spain (Purdue
Studies in Romance Literatures) is great book for you because the content that is full of information for you
who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately
using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly
you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Genre Fusion: A New Approach to
History, Fiction, and Memory in Contemporary Spain (Purdue Studies in Romance Literatures) in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that
offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Lena Stubbs:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Genre Fusion: A New Approach to History,
Fiction, and Memory in Contemporary Spain (Purdue Studies in Romance Literatures) can be the solution,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?



Rosa Felton:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the
book Genre Fusion: A New Approach to History, Fiction, and Memory in Contemporary Spain (Purdue
Studies in Romance Literatures) we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be
creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be
doubt to change your life by this book Genre Fusion: A New Approach to History, Fiction, and Memory in
Contemporary Spain (Purdue Studies in Romance Literatures). You can more pleasing than now.
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