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This book investigates the new representation unfolding in Chinese local
congresses. Drawing qualitative fieldwork and data analysis from original
surveys of 5,130 township, county, and municipal congressmen and women and
constituents, Melanie Manion shows the priorities and problems of ordinary
Chinese significantly influence both who gets elected to local congresses and
what the congresses do once elected. Candidates nominated by ordinary voters
are 'good types', with qualities that signal they will reliably represent the
community. By contrast, candidates nominated by the communist party are
'governing types', with qualities that reflect officially valued competence and
loyalty. However, congressmen and women of both types now largely reject the
Maoist-era role of state agent. Instead, they view themselves as 'delegates',
responsible for advocating with local government to supply local public goods.
Manion argues that representation in Chinese local congresses taps local
knowledge for local governance, thereby bolstering the rule of autocrats in
Beijing.
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This book investigates the new representation unfolding in Chinese local congresses. Drawing qualitative
fieldwork and data analysis from original surveys of 5,130 township, county, and municipal congressmen
and women and constituents, Melanie Manion shows the priorities and problems of ordinary Chinese
significantly influence both who gets elected to local congresses and what the congresses do once elected.
Candidates nominated by ordinary voters are 'good types', with qualities that signal they will reliably
represent the community. By contrast, candidates nominated by the communist party are 'governing types',
with qualities that reflect officially valued competence and loyalty. However, congressmen and women of
both types now largely reject the Maoist-era role of state agent. Instead, they view themselves as 'delegates',
responsible for advocating with local government to supply local public goods. Manion argues that
representation in Chinese local congresses taps local knowledge for local governance, thereby bolstering the
rule of autocrats in Beijing.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Melanie Manion is Professor of Political Science at Duke University, North Carolina. Prior to this, she was
Vilas-Jordan Distinguished Achievement Professor at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. She studied
philosophy and political economy at Peking University in the late 1970s, was trained in Far Eastern Studies
at McGill University and the University of London, and earned her doctorate in political science at the
University of Michigan. She is the recipient of numerous research awards, including awards from the
National Science Foundation and Fulbright Foundation. She frequently presents her research in China, Japan,
and across the United States. Her publications include work on the Chinese bureaucracy, grassroots
elections, and the political economy of corruption and good governance.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Baron:

Often the book Information for Autocrats: Representation in Chinese Local Congresses (Cambridge Studies
in Comparative Politics) will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The
book Information for Autocrats: Representation in Chinese Local Congresses (Cambridge Studies in
Comparative Politics) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Sherry Ellis:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long
to reading a publication. The book Information for Autocrats: Representation in Chinese Local Congresses
(Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those
who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Fernando Gallimore:

Beside this specific Information for Autocrats: Representation in Chinese Local Congresses (Cambridge
Studies in Comparative Politics) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Information



for Autocrats: Representation in Chinese Local Congresses (Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics)
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Michael Clements:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
also you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
know that reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about
something by book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are
these claims Information for Autocrats: Representation in Chinese Local Congresses (Cambridge Studies in
Comparative Politics).
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