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"A giddy invasion of stories--brilliant, enigmatic, troubling, outrageous, erotic,
beautiful." --The New York Times Book Review

"So brilliant that you can't look at it anymore--and you can't ook at anything
else. ... Noonewill read it without reward."
--The Boston Globe

With the same narrative fecundity and imaginative sympathy he brought to his
acclaimed retelling of the Greek myths, Roberto Calasso plunges Western
readers into the mind of ancient India. He begins with amystery: Why isthe
most important god in the Rg Veda, the oldest of India's sacred texts, known by a
secret name--"Ka," or Who?

What ensuesis not an explanation, but an unveiling. Here are the stories of the
creation of mind and matter; of the origin of Death, of the first sexual union and
the first parricide. We learn why Sivamust carry his father's skull, why snakes
have forked tongues, and why, as part of a certain sacrifice, the king's wife must
copulate with adead horse. A tour de force of scholarship and seduction, Kais
irresistible.

"Passage[ ] of such ecstatic insight and cross-cultural synthesis--simply, of such
beauty." --The New York Review of Books

"All is spectacle and delight, and tiny mirrors reflecting human foibles are set
into the weave,turning this retelling into the stuff of literature.”" --The New Yorker
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"A giddy invasion of stories--brilliant, enigmatic, troubling, outrageous, erotic, beautiful." --The New York
Times Book Review

"So brilliant that you can't look at it anymore--and you can't ook at anything else. . . . No one will read it
without reward.”
--The Boston Globe

With the same narrative fecundity and imaginative sympathy he brought to his acclaimed retelling of the
Greek myths, Roberto Calasso plunges Western readers into the mind of ancient India. He begins with a
mystery: Why is the most important god in the Rg Veda, the oldest of Indias sacred texts, known by a secret
name--"Ka," or Who?

What ensuesis not an explanation, but an unveiling. Here are the stories of the creation of mind and
matter; of the origin of Death, of the first sexual union and the first parricide. We learn why Siva must carry
his father's skull, why snakes have forked tongues, and why, as part of a certain sacrifice, the king's wife
must copulate with a dead horse. A tour de force of scholarship and seduction, Ka isirresistible.

"Passage[s] of such ecstatic insight and cross-cultural synthesis--simply, of such beauty." --The New York
Review of Books

"All is spectacle and delight, and tiny mirrors reflecting human foibles are set into the weave, turning this
retelling into the stuff of literature." --The New Yorker
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Editorial Review

Review

"The very best book about Hindu mythology that anyone has ever written...A magnificent reading of Hindu
texts. Its power arisesin part through strong, vivid writing and in part through stunning, unexpected
metaphors.”

--Wendy Doniger, The New Republic

"Magnificent...A moving, exhillarating, extraordinary book...An astonishing synthesis of myths and legends,
philosophical inquiry, and speculative narrative"
--Shashi Tharoor, Washington Post Book World

"A scintillatingly challenging book...Its opening sentences are as startling as any in al of literature."
--Thomas McGonigle, Los Angeles Times

"All is spectacle and delight, and -tiny mirrors reflecting human foibles are set into the weave, turning this
retelling into the stuff of literature...Calasso's erudition and his capacity for invention appear to be
limitless."

--The New Yorker

"Toread Ka isto experience agiddy invasion of stories--brilliant, enigmatic, troubling, outrageous, erotic,
beautiful."
--Sunil Khilnani, New York Times Book Review

"A buoyant, expansive narrative that captures, with earthy vigor, scrupulous scholarship, and epic breadth,
the Indian cultural ethos."
-- Kirkus Reviews

"Thisriveting performance (rendered beautifully into English by Tim Parks) is the fruit of aunion
between serious scholarship and a mercurial imagination.”
--Donna Seaman, Booklist

"Calasso has certainly managed to open a new road through the old landscape of literature.”
--John Banville, New York Review of Books

From the Inside Flap

"A giddy invasion of stories--brilliant, enigmatic, troubling, outrageous, erotic, beautiful.” --"The New Y ork
Times Book Review

"So brilliant that you can't look at it anymore--and you can't look at anything else. . . . No one will read it
without reward.”

--"The Boston Globe

With the same narrative fecundity and imaginative sympathy he brought to his acclaimed retelling of the
Greek myths, Roberto Calasso plunges Western readers into the mind of ancient India. He beginswith a
mystery: Why is the most important god in the Rg Veda, the oldest of India's sacred texts, known by a secret
name--"Ka," or Who?

What ensuesis not an explanation, but an unveiling. Here are the stories of the creation of mind and matter;



of the origin of Death, of the first sexual union and the first parricide. We learn why Sivamust carry his
father's skull, why snakes have forked tongues, and why, as part of a certain sacrifice, the king's wife must
copulate with adead horse. A tour de force of scholarship and seduction, Kaisirresistible.

"Passage[s] of such ecstatic insight and cross-cultural synthesis--simply, of such beauty." --"The New Y ork
Review of Books

"All is spectacle and delight, and tiny mirrors reflecting human foibles are set into the weave, turning this
retelling into the stuff of literature." --"The New Y orker

About the Author
Raoberto Calasso livesin Milan, Italy.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ronald Castaneda:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both day to day life and work. So, if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed. People
is human not only arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare time
coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be
your aternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is Ka: Stories of the Mind and Gods of
India (Vintage International).

Kevin Burkes:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Ka: Stories of the Mind and Gods of India
(Vintage International) reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Ka: Stories of the Mind and
Gods of India (Vintage International) as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. Thisis
one reserve that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick thiskind of!”? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening
to yet another sixth sense.

Bertha Underwood:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. Ka: Stories of the Mind and Gods of India (Vintage International) can be
your answer because it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.



Sara Jones.

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and Ka: Stories of the Mind and Gods of India (Vintage
International) or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide,
any other book likes Ka: Stories of the Mind and Gods of India (Vintage International) to make your spare
time alot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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