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How do contemporary American female comics perform onstage, and what does
this performance reveal about power relationsin our culture as well asthe
existence of a"femal€" and, more specifically, "feminist" genre of stand-up
comedy? In this long overdue study of women and stand-up comedy, Joanne R.
Gilbert explores these questions in order to illuminate the socia, political, and
cultural implications of power and gender in popular entertainment.

Gilbert's research recognizes the problems that arise from assumptions made
about the genres of "female" and "feminist" humor and ultimately suggests that
these are part of alarger genre she calls "marginal humor." Performing
Marginality provides a historical overview of female comic performance and
offers ataxonomy of comedic postures assumed by contemporary female comics,
providing a useful way to categorize this often overlooked genre. Performing
Marginality also examines problemsin existing studies on the subject, the
politics involved with margina humor, and the role of audience in comic
performance.

This book develops the notion of "performing marginality” not only as the way
female comics perform their gender onstage, but as the means by which al of us
construct, contest, and negotiate our gendered, racialized, and otherwise marked
identitiesin everyday life. Asaformer professional stand-up comic and current
scholar of communications and women's studies, Gilbert offers a unique
perspective on gender, humor, and power through the lens of contemporary
female comic performance.
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How do contemporary American female comics perform onstage, and what does this performance reveal
about power relations in our culture as well as the existence of a"female" and, more specifically, "feminist"
genre of stand-up comedy? In thislong overdue study of women and stand-up comedy, Joanne R. Gilbert
explores these questionsin order to illuminate the social, political, and cultural implications of power and
gender in popular entertainment.

Gilbert's research recognizes the problems that arise from assumptions made about the genres of "female"
and "feminist" humor and ultimately suggests that these are part of alarger genre she calls "marginal
humor." Performing Marginality provides a historical overview of female comic performance and offersa
taxonomy of comedic postures assumed by contemporary female comics, providing a useful way to
categorize this often overlooked genre. Performing Marginality also examines problemsin existing studies
on the subject, the politics involved with marginal humor, and the role of audience in comic performance.

This book develops the nation of "performing marginality" not only as the way female comics perform their
gender onstage, but as the means by which al of us construct, contest, and negotiate our gendered,
racialized, and otherwise marked identitiesin everyday life. As aformer professional stand-up comic and
current scholar of communications and women's studies, Gilbert offers a unique perspective on gender,
humor, and power through the lens of contemporary female comic performance.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher

How do contemporary American female comics perform onstage, and what does this performance reveal
about power relations in our culture as well as the existence of a"female" and, more specifically, "feminist”
genre of stand-up comedy? In this long overdue study of women and stand-up comedy, Joanne R. Gilbert
explores these questionsin order to illuminate the social, political, and cultural implications of power and
gender in popular entertainment.

Gilbert’ s research recognizes the problems that arise from assumptions made about the genres of "female”
and "feminist" humor and ultimately suggests that these are part of alarger genre she calls "marginal
humor." Performing Marginality provides a historical overview of female comic performance and offersa
taxonomy of comedic postures assumed by contemporary female comics, providing a useful way to
categorize this often overlooked genre. Performing Marginality also examines problems in existing studies
on the subject, the politics involved with marginal humor, and the role of audience in comic performance.

This book devel ops the notion of "performing marginality” not only as the way female comics perform their
gender onstage, but as the means by which all of us construct, contest, and negotiate our gendered,
racialized, and otherwise marked identities in everyday life. Asaformer professional stand-up comic and
current scholar of communications and women'’s studies, Gilbert offers a unique perspective on gender,
humor, and power through the lens of contemporary female comic performance.

About the Author
Joanne R. Gilbert is associate professor of Communication and director of Women's Studies at Alma
College.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Wood:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guysthat aren't like that. This Performing Marginality: Humor, Gender, and Cultural Critique (Humor in
Life and Letters Series) book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyabl e studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer involving Performing Marginality: Humor, Gender, and Cultural Critique (Humor
in Life and Letters Series) content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different asit. So, do you nevertheless
thinking Performing Marginality: Humor, Gender, and Cultural Critique (Humor in Life and L etters Series)
is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Graham Ayala:

The ability that you get from Performing Marginality: Humor, Gender, and Cultural Critique (Humor in Life



and L etters Series) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you
get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Performing
Marginality: Humor, Gender, and Cultural Critique (Humor in Life and Letters Series) giving you joy feeling
of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Performing Marginality:

Humor, Gender, and Cultural Critique (Humor in Life and L etters Series) instantly.

DaleEich:

Often the book Performing Marginality: Humor, Gender, and Cultural Critique (Humor in Life and Letters
Series) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the
ideais very unigue. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book
Performing Marginality: Humor, Gender, and Cultural Critique (Humor in Life and Letters Series) is much
recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Robin Adams;

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fed it? Will you something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Performing Marginality: Humor, Gender, and
Cultural Critique (Humor in Life and Letters Series) can be good book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.
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