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The Essential School Board Book highlights effective practices that are common
to high-functioning boards around the country—boards that are working
successfully with their superintendents and communities to improve teaching and
learning.

Amid today’ s heightened attention on student achievement, school boards find
their responsibilities intensified and transformed. In this age of accountability, al
school boards need to consider how best to maintain afocus on student
achievement and promote it through district and school policies.

In a highly readable and accessible fashion, the book summarizes research
linking school board practices to student achievement. It features stories of
sixteen diverse boards around the country—elected and appointed; rural, urban,
and suburban—and the policies and procedures they have employed to enhance
student achievement. Also included is aresource section for those investigating
successful school board policies and practices in more depth.
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The Essential School Board Book highlights effective practices that are common to high-functioning boards
around the country—boards that are working successfully with their superintendents and communities to
improve teaching and learning.

Amid today’ s heightened attention on student achievement, school boards find their responsibilities
intensified and transformed. In this age of accountability, al school boards need to consider how best to
maintain afocus on student achievement and promote it through district and school policies.

In ahighly readable and accessible fashion, the book summarizes research linking school board practices to
student achievement. It features stories of sixteen diverse boards around the country—elected and appointed;
rural, urban, and suburban—and the policies and procedures they have employed to enhance student
achievement. Also included is aresource section for those investigating successful school board policies and
practices in more depth.
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Editorial Review

Review

The Essential School Board Book is one of the best books ever written on school board governance. Every
board president and superintendent should make it required reading for the entire board-superintendent team.
It iswell researched and practical. The advice is sound and comes from real experience and practice that we
can all learn from. What s more, the strategies to increase student achievement and |earning work. Walser
has done a great service by featuring effective policy and practice for good school governance. This book
will prove indispensable to true district transformation. --Anne L. Bryant, executive director, National
School Boards Association

In this engaging, practical guide, Walser uses case studies of successful school boards to highlight effective
governance practices. She offers real-world solutions that will inspire school board members aswell as
superintendents, principals, and other leaders striving to build successful partnershipsin support of academic
achievement. --Daniel A. Domenech, executive director, American Association of School Administrators

After decades of virtual silence on the importance of school boards, Nancy Walser s book contributes to the
recent rediscovery of the influence of American school boards on school reform efforts. Her book stands
alonein revealing the inner workings of a diverse group of successful school boards, providing practical and
reliable guidance to board members and superintendents. --Thomas L. Alsbury, associate professor and
program coordinator, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies, North Carolina State University

From the Back Cover

Amid today’ s heightened attention on student achievement, school boards find their responsibilities
intensified and transformed. In this age of accountability, al school boards need to consider how best to
maintain a focus on student achievement and promote it through district and school policies.

The Essential School Board Book answers this challenge in unmistakably practical and helpful terms. It
highlights effective practices that are common to high-functioning boards around the country—boards that
are working successfully with their superintendents and communities to improve teaching and learning. It
features stories of sixteen diverse boards—elected and appointed; rural, urban, and suburban—and the
policies and procedures they have employed to enhance student achievement. Also included is aresource
section for investigating successful school board policies and practices in more depth.

“The Essential School Board Book is one of the best books ever written on school board governance. Every
board president and superintendent should make it required reading for the entire board-superintendent team.
It iswell researched and practical. The advice is sound and comes from real experience and practice that we
can al learn from. What's more, the strategies to increase student achievement and learning work. Wal ser
has done a great service by featuring effective policy and practice for good school governance. This book
will prove indispensable to true district transformation.” — Anne L. Bryant, executive director, National
School Boards Association

“In this engaging, practical guide, Walser uses case studies of successful school boards to highlight effective
governance practices. She offers real-world solutions that will inspire school board members as well as
superintendents, principals, and other leaders striving to build successful partnershipsin support of academic



achievement.” — Danidgl A. Domenech, executive director, American Association of School Administrators

“ After decades of virtual silence on the importance of school boards, Nancy Walser’s book contributes to the
recent rediscovery of the influence of American school boards on school reform efforts. Her book stands
alone in revealing the inner workings of a diverse group of successful school boards, providing practical and
reliable guidance to board members and superintendents.” — Thomas L. Alsbury, associate professor and
program coordinator, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies, North Carolina State University

Nancy Walser is editor of the Harvard Education Letter and coeditor of Spotlight on Leadership and School
Change. Sheisaformer member of the Cambridge, Massachusetts, school board.

About the Author

Nancy Walser is editor of the Harvard Education Letter and coeditor of Spotlight on Leadership and School
Change. Sheis aformer member of the Cambridge, Massachusetts, school board.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Corine Ramirez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Essential School Board Book: Better Governance in the Age of
Accountability. Try to make book The Essential School Board Book: Better Governance in the Age of
Accountability asyour pal. It meansthat it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside that
of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Ray Nicolas:

The book The Essential School Board Book: Better Governance in the Age of Accountability make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make studying a book The Essential School Board Book: Better Governance in the Age of Accountability to
get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about afew or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a publication The
Essential School Board Book: Better Governance in the Age of Accountability. Kinds of book are alot of. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Bruce Mull:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what yours problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
timeto try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you



do? Every person has many guestions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just their can do
which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need thiskind of The Essential School Board Book: Better Governance in the
Age of Accountability to read.

John Ray:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Essential School Board Book: Better
Governance in the Age of Accountability guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt The Essential
School Board Book: Better Governance in the Age of Accountability as good book not just by the cover but
also through the content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense aready alerted you so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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