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When he died at the age of thirty-seven, Vincent van Gogh left a legacy of over
two thousand artworks, for which he is now justly famous. But van Gogh was
also a prodigious writer of letters—more than eight hundred of them, addressed
to his parents, to friends such as Paul Gauguin, and, above all, to his brother
Theo. His letters have long been admired for their exceptional literary quality,
and art historians have sometimes drawn on the letters in their analysis of the
paintings. And yet, to date, no one has undertaken a critical assessment of this
remarkable body of writing—not as a footnote to the paintings but as a highly
sophisticated literary achievement in its own right. Patrick Grant’s long-awaited
study provides such an assessment and, as such, redresses a significant omission
in the field of van Gogh studies.
As Grant demonstrates, quite apart from furnishing a highly revealing self-
portrait of their author, the letters are compelling for their imaginative and
expressive power, as well as for the perceptive commentary they offer on
universal human themes. Through a subtle exploration of van Gogh’s contrastive
style of thinking and his fascination with the notion of imperfection, Grant
illuminates gradual shifts in van Gogh’s ideas on religion, ethics, and the
meaning of art. He also analyzes the metaphorical significance of a number of
key images in the letters, which prove to yield unexpected psychological and
conceptual connections, and probes the relationships that surface when the letters
are viewed as a cohesive literary product. The result is a wealth of new insights
into van Gogh’s inner landscape.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Patrick Grant is professor emeritus of English at the University of Victoria and is the author of
Imperfection.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melvin Bragg:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Letters of Vincent van Gogh: A Critical Study
(Cultural Dialectics) can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Linda Matthews:

The Letters of Vincent van Gogh: A Critical Study (Cultural Dialectics) can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing The Letters of Vincent van
Gogh: A Critical Study (Cultural Dialectics) nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

David Conover:

This The Letters of Vincent van Gogh: A Critical Study (Cultural Dialectics) is fresh way for you who has
fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on
it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Letters of
Vincent van Gogh: A Critical Study (Cultural Dialectics) can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read
this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.



Harry Alvey:

You may get this The Letters of Vincent van Gogh: A Critical Study (Cultural Dialectics) by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.
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