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Thirty years in the making, William Gass's second novel first appeared on the
literary scene in 1995, at which time it was promptly hailed as an indisputable
masterpiece. The story of a middle aged professor who, upon completion of his
massive historical study, "Guilt and Innocence in Hitler's Germany," finds
himself writing a novel about his own life instead of the introduction to his
magnum opus. "The Tunnel" meditates on history, hatred, unhappiness, and,
above all, language.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
A strange and monumental novel that took William Gass three decades to write. When a Midwestern
historian sits down to write the introduction to his magnum opus study of the Third Reich, he instead writes a
chaotic, obscure and labrynthine exploration of his personal history. Then he begins digging a tunnel from
the basement of his house. The writing, the digging, and the reader's reading blend into one profound
meditation on history, evil, the living and the dead. PEN/Faulkner Award Finalist.

From Publishers Weekly
This long-awaited magnum opus by the dean of American prose modernists, 30 years in the making, is a
terrible disappointment. In this endless ramble of a novel, Gass (Omensetter's Luck; In the Heart of the Heart
of the Country), though here, as always, possessed of a bewitching and spectacularly fluid and allusive style,
fails to find a suitable home for his narrator's wickedly dyspeptic views of history, marriage and culture.
William Kohler is a Midwestern academic historian working on an introduction to his life's work-a massive
study of "guilt and innocence in Hitler's Germany." This, however, and the fact that Kohler begins to secretly
dig a tunnel out of his basement, are the only shards of plot in this otherwise formless book. Gass, as readers
of his fiction and gorgeous literary essays will know (On Being Blue), can turn a phrase and render lyrical
descriptions that have not only music to them, but also shape and weight. But in portraying the failed career
and life of Kohler, these gifts are brought to bear on such a litany of sour rant-about his aging body, his
wife's widening girth, the fatuous enthusiasms of his colleagues and mentors-that the reader will beg for a
way out of this dark and airless space. Unfortunately, there is no light at the end of The Tunnel, and the
promise of a new perspective on our century's most heinous crime-the Holocaust-is very much a forgotten
vow.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Here, Gass presents William Kohler, a professor of history who sits in his basement study trying to write a
preface to his monumental work, Guilt and Innocence in Hitler's Germany, but instead finds himself writing
his autobiography. Historical objectivity eludes him, as old wounds and resentments obscure the facts. He
broods over an unhappy childhood and a loveless marriage and regrets "a life spent in a chair." The result is a
sort of Mein Kampf from this self-described Fuhrer of the Party of Disappointed People. Between chapters,
Kohler pauses to dig an escape tunnel through the basement wall as his wife waits patiently upstairs. Like
Gass's best-known metafictional work, Willie Master's Lonesome Wife (LJ 12/1/71), this book is filled with
puns, limericks, illustrations, and unusual typefaces. In marked contrast to the earlier work, this playful
design seems completely at odds with the ponderous text. For larger fiction collections.
Edward B. St. John, Loyola Law Sch. Lib., Los Angeles
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Marx:

The event that you get from The Tunnel could be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside
the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but



The Tunnel giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having
this specific The Tunnel instantly.

Jordan Moore:

This book untitled The Tunnel to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because
when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book
shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to
you personally to past this guide from your list.

Robert Collado:

The publication with title The Tunnel has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of
gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. This book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own
smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Keith Dunn:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the entire day to reading a e-book. The book The Tunnel it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.
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