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The study of material culture is concerned with the relationship between persons
and thingsin the past and in the present, in urban and industrialized and in small-
scal e societies across the globe. The Handbook of Material Culture provides a
critical survey of the theories, concepts, intellectual debates, substantive domains
and traditions of study characterizing the analysis of things. It is cutting-edge:
rather than simply reviewing the field asit currently exists. It also attemptsto
chart the future: the manner in which material culture studies may be extended
and developed. . The Handbook of Material Cultureis divided into five sections.
Section | maps material culture studies as atheoretical and conceptual field.
Section |1 examines the relationship between material forms, the human body and
the senses. Section 11 focuses on subject-object relations. Section 1V considers
things in terms of processes and transformationsin terms of production,
exchange and consumption, performance and the significance of things over the
long-term. Section V considers the contemporary politics and poetics of
displaying, representing and conserving material and the manner in which this
impacts on notions of heritage, tradition and identity. The Handbook charts an
interdisciplinary field of studies that makes an unique and fundamental
contribution to an understanding of what it means to be human. It will be of
interest to all who work in the social and historical sciences, from anthropol ogists
and archaeol ogists to human geographers to scholars working in heritage, design
and cultural studies.
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and traditions of study characterizing the analysis of things. It is cutting-edge: rather than simply reviewing
thefield asit currently exists. It also attempts to chart the future: the manner in which material culture
studies may be extended and developed. . The Handbook of Material Culture isdivided into five sections.
Section | maps material culture studies as atheoretical and conceptual field. Section Il examines the
relationship between material forms, the human body and the senses. Section 111 focuses on subject-object
relations. Section IV considers things in terms of processes and transformations in terms of production,
exchange and consumption, performance and the significance of things over the long-term. Section V
considers the contemporary politics and poetics of displaying, representing and conserving material and the
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Editorial Review

Review

"The contributors pay serious attention to older and newer theoretical perspectives from a wide variety of
sources, including literary currents of the 1990's. Architects, economists, and historians are largely welcome
as visitorsto this handbook.” (J. L. Cooper 2006-10-09)

About the Author
He has written a number of books on archaeological theory exploring the relations between hermeneutic,
structuralist and post-structuralist perspectives and material culture.

Professor Michael Rowlands teaches cultural heritage and museum anthropology at the Department of
Anthropology, University College, London. His research interests include the theorisation and
conceptualisation of cultural heritage, material culture studies and cultural property in relation to long term
social and cultural change. He has conducted fieldwork research in West Africa (Nigeria, Cameroon,

Liberia) to investigate negotiations of material culture, heritage and museums. He currently coordinates a
cultural heritage research project between China and Europe funded by the EU and works in partnership with
the National Taiwan University on the revitalisation of indigenous cultural knowledge. His research also
focuses on post-conflict recovery through the Global Post-Conflict Recovery Network. In 1973 he was
awarded a PhD in Anthropology by University College London.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jeffrey Drake:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
awalk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Handbook of
Material Culture? Maybe it isfor being best activity for you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have different opinion?

Frank Hudson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by ssimply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated thisfor awhileis
reading. Yes, by reading areserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Handbook of Material
Culture book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.



Angeline Allison:

Beside this Handbook of Material Culturein your phone, it may give you away to get nearer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got hereis fresh in the oven so don't be
worry if you feel like an old people livein narrow village. It is good thing to have Handbook of Material
Culture because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would
not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to missit? Find this book
aswell asread it from now!

John Threadgill:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those books have many
advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With the book
Handbook of Material Culture we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be
creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life with that book Handbook of Material Culture. Y ou can more desirable
than now.
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