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From the earliest museums established by Western missionaries in order to
implement religious and political power, to the role they have played in the
formation of the modern Chinese state, the origin and development of museums
in mainland China differ significantly from those in the West. The occurrence of
museums in mainland China in the late nineteenth century was primarily a result
of internal and external conflicts, Westernization and colonialism, and as such
they were never established solely for enjoyment and leisure.

Using a historical and anthropological framework, this book provides a holistic
and critical review on the establishment and development of museums in
mainland China from 1840 to the present day, and shows how museums in China
have been used by a wide range of social, political, and state actors for a number
of economic, religious, political and ideological purposes. Indeed, Tracey L-D Lu
examines the key role played by museums in reinforcing social segmentation,
influencing the economy, protecting cultural heritage and the construction and
enhancement of ethnic identities and nationalism, and how they have throughout
their history helped the powerful to govern the less powerful or the powerless.
More broadly, this book provides important comparative insights on museology
and heritage management, and questions who the key stakeholders are, how
museums reflect broader social and cultural changes, and the relationship
between museum and heritage management.

Drawing on extensive archival research and anthropological fieldwork, as well as
the author’s experience working as a museum curator in mainland China in the
late 1980s, Museums in China such will be of great interest to students and
scholars working across museology, heritage studies, tourism studies Chinese
culture and Chinese history.
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From the earliest museums established by Western missionaries in order to implement religious and political
power, to the role they have played in the formation of the modern Chinese state, the origin and development
of museums in mainland China differ significantly from those in the West. The occurrence of museums in
mainland China in the late nineteenth century was primarily a result of internal and external conflicts,
Westernization and colonialism, and as such they were never established solely for enjoyment and leisure.

Using a historical and anthropological framework, this book provides a holistic and critical review on the
establishment and development of museums in mainland China from 1840 to the present day, and shows how
museums in China have been used by a wide range of social, political, and state actors for a number of
economic, religious, political and ideological purposes. Indeed, Tracey L-D Lu examines the key role played
by museums in reinforcing social segmentation, influencing the economy, protecting cultural heritage and
the construction and enhancement of ethnic identities and nationalism, and how they have throughout their
history helped the powerful to govern the less powerful or the powerless. More broadly, this book provides
important comparative insights on museology and heritage management, and questions who the key
stakeholders are, how museums reflect broader social and cultural changes, and the relationship between
museum and heritage management.

Drawing on extensive archival research and anthropological fieldwork, as well as the author’s experience
working as a museum curator in mainland China in the late 1980s, Museums in China such will be of great
interest to students and scholars working across museology, heritage studies, tourism studies Chinese culture
and Chinese history.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Tracey L-D Lu is Professor at the Chinese University of Hong Kong.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerry Deal:

The book Museums in China: Power, Politics and Identities (Routledge Studies in the Modern History of
Asia) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book
can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If
you can make reading through a book Museums in China: Power, Politics and Identities (Routledge Studies
in the Modern History of Asia) being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like open up and read a guide Museums in China: Power, Politics and Identities (Routledge Studies in
the Modern History of Asia). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Miguel Penix:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question
mainly because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Museums in China: Power,
Politics and Identities (Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia) to read.

Christopher Arnold:

The reason why? Because this Museums in China: Power, Politics and Identities (Routledge Studies in the
Modern History of Asia) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the
idea but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who
also write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book
include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold
off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.



Charles Sizemore:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and Museums in China: Power, Politics and Identities
(Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia) or even others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created
for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Museums in China: Power, Politics and Identities
(Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types
of book like here.
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